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j?n  Asylum  for  the  Blind.— The  subject 
of  an  institution  for  the  blind  is  soon  to  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  people  of 
Maine.  The  Portland  Argus  states  that  it  is 
proposed  to  raise  $8000  by  subscription, 
and  then  to  ask  the  State  to  grant  an  equal 
sura  to  begin  with  and  to  appropriate  an- 
nually the  sum  of  $5000  for  its  support. 
There  are  in  the  State  over  200  blind  per- 
sons, as  many  as  three-fourths  of  whom, 
it  is  stated,  will  obtain  no  education  unless 
there  is  a  school  for  them  in  the  State. 
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FOR  THE  BLIND. 

...  — 

Meeting  of  Maine  Institute  Held 
Here  Yesterday  Afternoon. 


SESSION    WAS   WELL  ATTENDED. 


Committee  to  Visit  Various  Insti- 
tutions in  Country. 


A  well  attended  meeting  of  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  was  held 
yesterday  afternoon  at  the  office  of  the 
United  States  Trust  company.  Sev- 
eral business  matters  were  disposed  of 
and  the  following  committee  was 
selected  to  visit  the  various  insti- 
tutions for  the  blind:  Morrill  N.  Drew, 
chairman;  Col.  F.  E.  Boothby,  Hon.  C. 
H.  Randall,  J.  Putnam  Stevens, 
Charles  M.  Moses,  collector  of  the 
port.  This  committee  will  make  a 
thorough  study  of  the  buildings  visited 
in  order  that  Maine  may  have  the 
best. 

The  following  delegates  were  chosen 
to  attend  the  convention  which  is  to 
be  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  kinder- 
garten for  the  blind  at  Jamaica 
Plains,  Mass.,  in  August:  Col.  and  Mrs. 
F.  E.  Boothby,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Put- 
nam Stevens,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Barker,  Mrs. 
Anna  Maxwell  Knight,  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Kendall,  Hon.  C.  H.  Randall,  William 
Lynch  and  William  J.  Ryan. 
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SECURED  VALUABLE  IDEAS 
AS  TO  SCHOOLS  FOR  BLIND 


Architect  Frederick  A.  Thompson's  Trip  Obtained  For  Him  Many 
Practical  Hints  For  Use  in  His  Plans  For  Maine  Institution. 


On  his  trip  southward  during  which 
he  visited  Cambridge,  South  Boston, 
Brooklyn  and  New  York,  and  Hartford 
Frederick  A.  Tompson,  the  architect; 
obtained  many  practical  ideas  which 
he  will  work  into  the  construction  of 
the  new  State  School  for  the  Blind, 
which  is  to  be  designed  by  him,  and 
will  be  erected  very  soon  in  Portland. 

In  speaking  of  his  trip  to  the  EX- 
PRESS,    Mr.    Thompson    said: 

"During  the  week  that  I  was  away 
from  Portland  I  visited  institutions 
for  the  blind  in  Cambridge,  South  Bos- 
ton, Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  42nd  street,  New 
York  City,  Philadelphia,  and  on  the  re- 
turn trip,  Hartford,  Conn.  These  are 
all  industrial  schools  and  the  principal 
products  turned  out  by  the  workers 
are    brooms   and   cane   seated    chairs. 

"The  largest  institution  is  the  Penn- 
sylvania Working  Home  for  the  Blind 
at  Philadelphia.  This  has  very  mod- 
ern and  perfectly  equipped  buildings 
and  is  the  newest  and  most  up  to  date 
school  that  I  visited.  The  other 
schools  are  mostly  old  buildings  built 
over,  and  they  are  all  small  except 
the  Philadelphia  school.  This  was 
originally  founded  in  1874  and  its 
present  valuation  is  $213,000.  The 
workers  at  the  school  manufacture 
corn  brooms,  rag  carpets,  and  cane 
seats.  There  are  17  men  and  9  women 
who  have  their  sight,  employed  in  the 
school,  since  it  is  necessary  to  have 
these  to  superintend  the  others.  There 
are  127  blind  men  at  work  in  the 
school  daily.  The  means  of  support  of 
the    institution    is    through    the    state, 


and  city  aid  and  endowments,  also  by 
the  sale  of  the  product  of  the  employ- 
ees. The  sales  last  year  amounted  to 
$93,515,  and  the  wages  for  the  blind 
employees  amounted  to  $27,101,  which 
was  paid  in  salaries  varying  from  $14 
to  $20  per  week.  The  workshop  Is  a 
four  story  building  and  the  dormitory 
is  a  very  large  one. 

"At  every  schol  visited  I  found  the 
superintendents  extremely  courteous, 
and  when  they  learned  my  purpose  in 
visiting  the  schools  and 

of  the  movement  in    Maine 

for  bettering       the      condition      of 

the  blind  they  showed  the  sincerest 
pleasure,  and  expressed  their  hopes  that 
the  Maine  school  might  be  successfully 
established  in  the  near  future.  All 
the  schools  were  in  session,  and  in  all 
cases  I  found  the  men  and  women  at 
work    at    their    respective    industries." 

Mr.  Tompson  obtained  reports,  cat- 
alogues and  statistics  from  the  schools, 
as  well  as  publications  for  the  welfare 
of  the  blind,  and  among  other  inter- 
esting articles  brought  home  the  June 
edition  of  the  |        Matilda  Zieg- 

ler  Magazine  for        the      Blind, 

which  is  issued  monthly  each 
page  being  embossed  with  a  succession 
of  raised  dots  forming  the  blind  al- 
phabet, to  the  ordinary  reader  decid- 
edly unintelligible.  The  magazine  is 
printed  according  to  the  so  called 
Braille  system,  and,  while  published 
In  New  York,  is  printed  at  the  Con- 
necticut Institute  for  the  Blind  at 
Hartford.  It  has  a  circulation  of  2,500 
and  is  sent  to  the  blind  practically 
free  with  only  a  small  charge  for  pos- 
tage. 

The  Connecticut  Institute  was  es- 
tablished in  1892  and  there  are  em- 
ployed there  16  blind  wage  earners, 
who  earn  from  $10  to  $4  per  week.  The 
occupations  are  the  making  of  brooms, 
baskets,  fancy  work,  mattresses-,  the 
caning  of  chairs  and  printing. 

The  Massachusetts  Workshop  For 
the  Blind  at  South  Boston  was  es- 
tablished in  1848.  This  school  is  sup- 
ported by  the  sale  of  mattresses,  pil- 
lows, mats  and  caning,  which  are 
made  by  the  17  blind  workers  and  the 
five  seeing  employees.  The  New  Yonk 
Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind  in 
Brooklyn  was  established  in  1893  and 
is  valued  at  $12,000.  Besides  other 
products,  their  school  turns  out  ham- 
mocks. The  sales  last  year  amounted 
to  $12,000.  At  this  school  a  boarding 
house  Is  maintained. 
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SCHOOL  FOR  BLIND.  L/* 

Architect   Tompson    Is    Soon    to    Begin 
Making  Plans. 


Frederick  A.  Tompson,  the  architect, 
is  to  begin  the  plans  of  the  new  State 
Industrial  School  for  the  Blind  very 
soon,  as  the  result  of  the  recent  meet- 
ing of  the  members  of  the  building 
committee,  when  the  general  dimen- 
sions of  the  building  were  settled  upon. 

The  building  is  to  be  125  feet  long 
and  about  44  feet  wide,  and  is  to  be 
two  stories  with  a  high  basement  in 
the  rear.  The  lot  which  has  been  donat- 
ed by  the  city  government  is  on  the 
site  of  the  old  poor  house  property, 
but  has  not  been  laid  out  as  yet.  The 
State  appropriation  of  $40,000  is  to  be 
divided  into  two  yearly  allotments,  the 
first  year's  to  be  used  principally  for 
the  industrial  school,  while  the  second 
lot  will  be  used  for  a  dormitory. 
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THANKS     OF     THE     BLIND. 

The  Maine  Association  for  the  : 
desires  to  publicly  express  its  g 
tude  and  appreciation  for  the  valua- 
ble assistance  which  the  many 
friends  of  the  organization  have  ren- 
dered during  the  pant  few  years.  The 
association  seeks  to  promote  the  high- 
est welfare  of  the  sightless,  but  to  do 
this,  the  organization  must  have  funds 
to  work  with.  In  soliciting  ai  1  the  as- 
sociation feels  that  its  objest  is  a 
worthy  one  and  that  it  will  there  o  e 
receive    the    support    which    it    merits. 
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ASSOCIATION  FOR  BLIND. 
The  executive  committee  of  the 
Maine  Association  for  the  Blind,  met  in 
Portland,  Sept.  4.  Some  important 
business  was  transacted.  It  was  de- 
cided to  hold  the  next  annual  meeting 
in  Portland.  The  association  is  in 
fairly  good  financial  condition  and  a 
vote  was  taken  to  pay  the  expense  of 
one  of  its  members  to  be  taught  chair 
caning. 
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The  next  annual  meeting  of  the 
Maine  Association  for  the  Blind  is  to 
be  held  in  Portland  according  to  a 
vote  of  the  executive  committee  at  a 
recent  meeting  in  this  city.  It  was 
reported  at  this  meeting  that  the  as- 
sociation is  in  good  financial  standing. 
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CONCERT  FOR   BLfND. 

The  concert  which  is  to  be  grMfen 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Maine  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind,  in  City  Hall, 
on  October  3,  gives  promise  of  being  a 
genuine  treat  to  those  who  attend  it. 
Great  care  has  always  been  exercised 
in  selecting  the  best  available  talent 
and  the  program  which  has  been  ar- 
ranged for  this  one  will  fully  sustain 
the  excellent  reputation  which  those 
which  have  preceded  it  have  gained 
for  themselves.  The  patrons  of  this 
concert  will  receive  the  full  equiva- 
lent for  the  money  which  they  pay 
for  admission,  besides  having  the  sat- 
isfaction of  knowing  that  they  are 
aiding  a  worthy  cause. 
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WORKSHOP    FOR    BLIND. 

Some     Opposition       to     the       Portland 
Street  Site. 

Since  the  city  council  voted  at  a 
recent  meeting-  to  deed  to  the  trus- 
tees of  the  association  for  the  blind, 
a  lot  of  land  on  the  old  poor  farm 
property  on  Portland  street  for  a  site 
for  the  proposed  workshp  for  the  in- 
stitution, there  has  been  some  opposi- 
tion to  the  proposed  site  expressed 
by  some  interested  citizens  and  there 
is  now  a  movement  on  foot  to  have 
the  new  workshop  placed  on  the  old 
Deering  farm  property  on  Brighton 
avenue  opposite  the  present  city  home. 

The  last  legislature  appropriated 
$40,000  for  the  new  workshop  and  the 
city  agreed  to  deed  a  lot  of  land  to 
the  institution,  the  lot  on  Portland 
street  being  selected  for  the  purpose. 
The  deed  has  not  as  yet  been  passed. 

The.  strong  opposition  to  the  build- 
ing being  placed  on  Portland  street 
arises  from  the  fact  that  this  lot  of 
land  is  included  in  the  proposed  boul- 
evard system  which  many  hope  will 
some  day  be  a  reality.  They  argue- 
that  the  land  is  too  valuable  on  this 
account  to  be  given  up  for  such  a 
purpose.  They  also  claim  that  the 
land  is  not  fit  to  be  tilled,  as  it  is  pro- 
posed to  have  gardens  surrounding 
the  new  workshop  and  hold  that  the 
land  on  the  old  Deering  poor  farm 
property  is  fertile  and  the  location 
ideal  for  such  a  building. 

The  trustees  of  the  association  and 
those  interested  have  looked  over  the 
proposed  new  location  and  it  is  prob- 
able that  some  action  will  be  taken 
in  a  short  time,  ^0** 
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CONCERT  FOR   BLIND. 

The  society  which  is  working  for  the 
establishment  of  an  industrial  school 
for  the  blind  here  advertise  tonight  a 
fine  concert  to  be  given  soon  in  aid  of 
the  cause.  It  is  promised  that  this 
shall  be  one  of  the  best  musical  events 
of  the  season  in  Portland.  Mr.  Ryan, 
the  blind  man.  who  has  had  much  ex- 
perience in  getting  up  these  entertain- 
ments, has  also  had  to  do  with  this, 
and  it  is  his  purpose  to  give  the  music 
loving  people  of  Portland  as  good  as 
the  best.  It  should  also  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  money  obtained  for  this 
concert  goes  to  help  a  cause  so  worthy 
that  the  State  saw  fit  to  give  a  large 
sum  of  money  to  help  build  the  build- 
ings, and  this  fact  Is  a  guarantee  of 
the  worthiness  of  the  cause. 


V 


o y  1 1 ain cL  ,     /V\^y\^  ,    Cy^r^ss 


CONCERT  FOR    BLIND.         L 


Event  in  City  Hall  Oct.  3  Will  Be  Lib- 
erally Patronized. 

The  annual  concert  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Maine  Association  for  the  Blind, 
will  be  held  in  City  Hall,  Portland,  on 
Thursday  evening,  October  3,  1907. 

This  Association,  whose  existence 
has  been  made  possible  largely  through 
the  untiring  efforts  of  cur  well  known 
blind  citizen,  William  J.  Ryan,  needs 
no  introduction  to  the  public,  and  no 
organization  of  worthier  aims,  or  more 
deserving  of  encouragement  and  help 
exists  among  our  many  charities. 

It  is  hard  to  realize  that  there  are 
nearly  two  thousand  blind  people  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  but  such  is  the 
fact,     and     it   is   further   a  distressing 


fact  that  hitherto  the  State  has  fur- 
nished them  no  special  means,  such  as 
the  nature  of  their  infirmities  requires, 
whereby  they  might  fit  themselves  to 
become  self  supporting.  Soon,  how- 
ever, there  is  to  be  erected  in  Portland 
the  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind  to 
supply  this  great  need,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  its  establishment,  one  of  the 
first  essentials  is  to  have  as  accurate 
a  list  as  possible  of  all  the  hlind  peo- 
ple in  the  State. 

This  the  Maine  Association  for  the 
Blind  is  endeavoring  to  secure.  It  now 
has  a  partial  list,  obtained  chiefly 
from  the  records  of  the  vital  statistics, 
overseers  of  the  poor  and  assessors  of 
many  of  the  towns  of  the  State,  but 
the  list  is  far  from  complete,  on  ac- 
count of  the  remoteness  of  many  of 
the  towns  and  unincorporated  places, 
and  the  insufficiency  and  inaccuracy 
of  the  records  which  do  exist. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  complete  and  ac- 
curate list,  such  as  is  kept  by  similar 
associations  in  the  larger  States  like 
Massachusetts,  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania, one  or  two  field  workers 
must  he  sent  out  who  will  visit  every 
portion  of. the  State  which  cannot  be 
reached  otherwise,  with  the  special 
object  in  view  of  obtaining  the  names 
of  any  blind  or  partially  blindpersons 
residing  in  such  places  and  such  other 
data  concerning  them  as  may  be 
deemed  essential. 

The  proceeds  of  the  concert  are  to 
be  devoted  to  this  purpose.  The  cause 
is  certainly  a  worthy  one  and  one  de- 
serving of  liberal  support,  but  regard- 
less of  that  fact,  the  concert  itself, 
from  an  artistic  point  of  view,  will  be 
one  well  worth  the  price  of  the  tickets. 
Some  of  the  principal  features  will  be 
the  Shubert  Male  Quartette  and  the 
Fort  Wiliams   Military   Band. 

The  Association  asks  the  generous 
support  of  the  public  in  this  noble 
work. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  of  William 
Lynch,  Secretary  of  the  Association, 
84  Deering  Avenue,  Portland,  or  of 
William  J.  Ryan,  190  High  street,  Port- 
land. 
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WORKSHOP  FOR  BLIND, 


Among  Subjects  to  Be  Discuss- 
ed at  Charities  aod  Correc- 
tions Conference,  fluburn. 

—    \ 

Many  have  been  asking  just  what  the 
plans  were  for  the  Maine  Workshop 
for  the  Blind.  At  the  State  Confer- 
ence of  Charities  and  Corrections  in 
Auburn,  Oct.  21  and  22,  this  question 
will  be  answered  by  William  Ryan,  one 
of  the  best-known  men  in  the  state  of 
Maine,  who  is  giving  a  large  part  of  his 
time  to  seeing  that  the  blind  people  of 
the  state  have  an  opportunity  to  sup- 
port themselves. 

Some  have  been  asking  whether 
there  were  to  be  dormitories  in  con- 
nection with  the  workshop  or  whether 
the  blind  would  have  the  benefit  of 
contact  with  people  in  the  normal 
world.  Mr.  Ryan  will  be  in  a  position 
to  answer  all  these  inquiries  and  ex- 
plain just  how  the  promoters  of  the  in- 
stitution plan  to  work  and  in  what  way 
the  people  of  the  state  interested  can 
be    of    help. 


William  J.  Ryan  of  the  Maine  Associ- 
ation for  the  IHti'id,  who  is  well-known 
all  over  the  State,  will  start  out  in  a 
few  days  on  his  annual  tour,  selling 
the  Old  Farmer's  and  Maine  Farmer's 
Almanacs  for  1908.  Mr.  Ryan  would 
like  to  secure  the  names  and  addresses 
of  all  blind  people  in  the  State  as  he 
wants  them  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the 
institution  which  will  be  located  for 
them    at    Portland.    ...  ._ . ^-^ 
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Intimation  That  Political  Rea- 
sons May  Cause  Delay. 
Friends  of  Proposed  Institute 
For  Blind  Dissatisfied. 


There  is  much  dissatisfaction  felt 
by  those  interested  in  the  Maine  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  that  is  to  be  built 
in  the  City. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  done  by  the 
City  Government  In  giving-  over  the 
deeds  of  the  lot  on  Portland  street  at 
the  foot  of  Weymouth,  formerly  a  part 
of  the  old  almshouse.  Why  the  deed 
has  not  been  handed  ^er  by  those 
higher  up  is  not  known  nor  will  they 
give  the  committee  any  satisfaction  or 
any  apparent  reason  why  it  is  not 
forthcoming. 

Much  hard  work  has  been  done  to 
obtain  such  a  building  for  the  unfor- 
tunate blind  of  the  State  and  that  the 
matter  has  been  so  retarded  is  to  be 
much   regretted. 

It  is  for  the  interest  of  Portland  in 
every  way  to  have  as  many  state  in- 
stitutions  as  possible  located  here. 

It  is  feared  if  something  is  not  done 
in  the  immediate  future  that  such  a 
building  will  not  become  a  reality  as 
at  the  time  the  last  Legislature  made 
the  appropriation  of  $40,000.  It  was 
specifically  stated  that  the  sum  of  $20,- 
000  must  have  been  expended  during 
the  year  of  1907  in  order  to  get  the 
balance  of  $20,000  in  the  year  1908. 
Th^3  far  nothing  has  been  expended 
and  there  is  a  chance  that  under  the 
circumstances  the  State  might  not  see 
fit  to  give  the  apppropriation. 

It  is  intimated  that  the  reason  for 
the   hold    up    is   because   the  City   now 


wants  to.  give  them  another  lot  near 
Weymouth  street  and  Brighton  avenue, 
part  of  the  old  town  house  lot  or  a 
,part  of  the   old   Deering  farms. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  City 
Government  could  hand  over  the  deed 
of  the  lot  already  voted  the  institution 
by  both  boards -of  the  City  Government 
and  then^if  they  wish  to  give  them 
another  lot  instead  of  the  one  in  ques- 
tion, it  could  be  re-deeded  for  a  new 
lot. 

The  committee  would  like  to  have 
something  done  at  once  but  have  been 
unable  to  get  any  satisfaction  what- 
ever. One  man  very  interested  in  the 
project  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  mat- 
ter is  being  held  up  for  political  rea- 
sons until  after  the  municipal  election. 
If  this  is  so  it  is  to  be  much  regretted. 

A  prominent  member  of  the  council, 
while  he  did  not  wish  to  be  quoted,  was 
of  the  opinion  that  the  lot  already  vot- 
ed the  institution,  was  in  line  of  the 
proposed  boulevard  in  which  ex- Mayor 
Baxter  has  taken  so  mi 
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Selling  Almanacs  and   Booming   Maine 
Institution    for    the     Blind. 


William  J.  Ryan,  the  blind  almanac 
man,  is  Sending  out  notices  that  he 
will  soon  be  around  through  the  state 
on  one  of  his  regular  selling-  trips. 
His  notice  includes  a  few  words  about 
the  proposed  Maine  institution  for  the 
blind,  for  which  Mr.  Ryan  has  worked 
so  faithfully.  Ho  is  now  engaged  in 
getting  as  complete  a  list,  as  possible 
of  the  blind  of  the  state  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  an  organization  for 
mutual  benefit  and  for  faking  advan- 
tage of  the  institution  when  it  is  es- 
tablished. The  legislature  has  made 
an  appropriation  for  the  work  and 
Mr.  Ryan  believes  that  a  start  will 
soon  be  made. 
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October-    ^3  „    1^01 


William  I.  Ryan  of  the  Maine  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind,  who  is  well  known 
all  over  the  state,  is  on  hs  annual  tour 
selling  the  Old  Farmers'  and  Maine 
•Farmers'  Almanacs  for  1908.  Mr. 
It  van  desires  to  secure  the  names  ana 
addresses  of  blind  persons  throughout 
the  state  as  he  wants  them  to  enjoy  tne 
benefits  of  the  institution,  which  will  be 
located  in  Portland.  f^j  Q     y 
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LOT    FOR    THE    BfiHtD 


Trustees  for  Maine  Institution  to  Dis- 
cuss Land  Question. 
There  will  be  a  meeting  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind  tomorrow  afternoon  at  2 
o'clock  at  the  banking  rooms  of  the 
United  States  Trust  Co.  At  this 
meeting  the  matter  of  the  lot  which 
has  been  deeded  to  the  institution  by 
the  city  will  be  considered.  City  So- 
licitor O'Brien  has  advised  that  the 
trustees  should  furnish  a  bond  of 
$10,000  and  this  matter  will  also  be 
brought  up  for  consideration.  It  is 
felt  that  the  trustees  will  agree  to 
furnish  this  bond  and  that  they  will 
also  be  agreeable  to  the  exchange  of 
lots  which  will  place  their  buildings 
on  the  old  Deering  Poor  Farm  lot  on 
Brighton  avenue  instead  of  on  Port- 
land street  as   first   planned. 
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There  was  a  special  meeting  at  ^he 
directors  of  the  Blind  Institute  yester- 
day afternoon,  buf*¥iothing  was  done 
owing  to  the  difference  of  opinion 
among  the  trustees  and  others  regard- 
ing the  matter.  It'now  begins  to  look 
as  though  the  whole  matter  would  fall 
through  for  this  present  municipal 
year  and  the  blind  people  would  have 
to  begin  again  next  year. 
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BLrND    SCHOOL. 


One  of  the  Trustees     Is     the 
Stumbling    Block. 


Present 


i 


In  answer  to  the  question  in  anoth- 
er paper,  whether  Portland  is  to  have 
the  buildings  of  the  Maine  school  for 
the  Blind  or  not,  the  Argus  is  in- 
(Ifirmed  that  the  only  obstacle  at  pres- 
ent is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  in- 
stitution, an  ex-Mayor  of  Portland, 
and  according  to  common  report  a 
would-be  future  Mayor  also.  City 
Treasurer  Birnie  has  made  jt  a  rule 
through  the  entire  municipal  year  to 
require  a  bond  from  every  person  to 
whom  he  delivers  a  deed  of  land  in 
behalf  of  the  city,  and  up  to  this  occa- 
sion no  one  has  objected  to  gfiving  such 
a  bond.  But  now  comes  this  trustee  of 
the  Blind  institution  and  sets  himself 
up  being  bigger  tkan  all  the  rest,  big- 
ger than  the  city  and  all  outside.  He 
insists  That  because  when  he  was 
Mayor  no  bonds  were  required  from 
people' who  took  deeds  of  city  land, 
none  shall  be  given  now  that  the  booj.. 
is  on  the  other  leg.  City  Treasurer 
Birnie  will  not  budge  from  his  posi- 
tion and  up  to  date  the  ex-Mayor 
trustee  has  not  seen  lit  to  budge 
■either,  and  thus  comes  the  deadlock 
which  is  being  so  solemnly  set  forth 
In  one  of  our  local   papers. 


The  Argus  d«es  not  vouch  for  the 
absolute  accuracy  of  the  foregoing 
explanation,  but  it  is  given  by  one 
who  ig  in  a  position  to  know  whereof 
he  speaks,  and  he  gives  it  in  good 
faith,  and  it  looks  reasonable  on  its 
face  and  is  given  for  whatever  it  may 
be   worth. 
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Foremost  among  the  events  was  the 
first  Conference  of  Charities  and  Cor- 
rection, held  at  Auburn  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  where  the  defectives  and  de- 
linquents were  carefully  considered  by 
those  who  have  had  both  experience 
and  theory  with  which  to  work.  From 
our  own  city,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Boothfby  read 
a  paper  on  the  proposed  workshop  for 
the  blind  soon  to  be  established.  Geo. 
W.  OWver  spoke  along  the  lines  of 
prison  reform  in  a  manner  which  had 
an  absorbing  interest  for  all  who  had 
the  privilege  of  hearing  him,  and  many 
of  the  prominent  workers  in  the  va- 
rious philanthropies  were  present. 
Chas.  Ross,  chairman  of  the  Portland 
board  of  overseers  of  the  poor,  was 
among  the  speakers  and  advocated  the 
caring  for  families  in  the  home  when 
possible  rather  than  having  them  sep- 
arated or  sent  to  the  City  home,  plac- 
ing a  high  value  on  the  influence  of 
the  true  home  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank 
Seeley,  the  master  and  matron  of  the 
Portland  'city  home  were  also  in  at- 
tendance. 
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W.  J.  Ryan,  secretary  of  the  Maine 
Association  for  the  Blind,  who  is  now  in 
the  city  on  his  annual  trip  lor  the  sale 
of  almanacs,  wishes  the  Commercial  to 
announce  that  arrangements  are  now 
being  made  for  a  lecture  to  be  given  at 
City  Hall  by  Miss  Helen  Keller. 
Charles  F.  F.  Campbell,  son  of  J.  }'. 
Campbell  of  London,  Eng.,  and  Miss 
Christina  Labourrette  of  California,  the 
only  blind  female  lawyer  in  the  country. 
The  committee  of  arrangements  con- 
sists of  Mrs.  C.  H.  Barker,  Col.  and 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Boothby  of  Portland,  to- 
gether with  the  Maine  Association  for 
the  Blind  and  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind.  Mr.  Ryan,  who  has  been 
blind  for  years,  has  taken  a  leading  part 
in  the  work  which  is  to  result  in  a  fine 
workshop  and  training  school  for  the 
blind  in  Portland. 
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Census  of      Deaf,     Dumb,     Blind,      In- 
sane,   &c. 

Augusta,  Dec.  5.— The  blanks  XTOicTi 
were  sent  out  by  the  Board  of  State 
Assessors  to  the  local  boards  of  as- 
sessors1 of  the  cities  and  towns  of  the 
States  some  time  ago,  in  accordance 
with  the  law  which  requires  the  local 
boards  to  return  to  the  State  board 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August 
of  each  year,  the  name,  age,  physical 
an'di  financial  condition  of  every  per- 
son within  their  municipalities  who  is 
blind,  deaf  and  dumb,  feeble-minded, 
idiotic  or  insane,  have  nearly  all  been 
filled  out  and  returned  to  the  office  of 
the  board,  and  of  the  519  notices 
which  were  sent  out  all  but  18  have 
been  returned  and  are  being  classified. 
The  only  three  cities  which  have  not 
yet  made  their  returns  are  Bangor, 
Watetrville  and  Calais.  The  totals  in 
the  different  classes  of  the  census 
have   not   been    reached   but    it   Is   not 


expected  that  the  figures  will  be  large. 
The  report  after  having  been 
tabulated  will  be  submitted  to  tha 
Governor  and   Council. 
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State  Assessors  Compiling  an 
Interesting  Table— -Returns 
From  519  Cities  and  Towns. 

AUGUSTA,  Dec.  C3.  (Special  to  the 
EXPRESS.)— During  the  past  year  the 
State  assessors  have  been  engaged  in 
malcing  a  census  of  the  insane,  blind, 
feeble  minded  and  idiotic  persons  in  this 
State,  according  to  the  act  passed  at 
the  last  session  of  the  Legislature.  The 
report  will  probably  be  ready  for  pres- 
entation to  the  Governor  and  Cbuneil 
at  its  meeting  the  latter  part  of  this 
month.  , 

Of  the  519  cities,  towns  and  planta- 
tions in  the  State  nearly  all  have  filed 
their  report  with  the  assessors.  The 
tabulation  of  the  returns  is  being  very 
carefully  done.  Each  county  has  been 
tabulated  separately  by  towns.  There 
will  also  be  a  recapitulation  by  coun- 
ties. 

From  the  work  already  done  it  is 
stated  that  the  number  of  feeble  mind- 
ed and  insane  persons  predominate, 
the  former  exceeding  the  latter.  There 
are  few  idiots,  according  to  the  re- 
turns, and  the  number  of  deaf  and 
dumb  is  surprisingly  small.  It  is,  ex-  i 
peeted  that  the  returns  another  year  I 
will  be   still   more  complete. 

The  last  annual  report  of  the  board 
of  assessors  was  the  most  bulky  ever 
issued  by  this  department  and  one  of 
the  largest  volumes  ever  issued  by  any 
State  department.  This  was  due  to 
the  report  of  the  wild  land  investiga- 
tion which  covered  over  2O0  pages.  The 
report  for  1908  will  contain  this  wild 
land  matter  but  the  as*:^?ors  plan  to 
nnke  it  more  compact.  Every  word 
required  by  law  will  be  in  the  report 
and  yet  a  saving  of  at  least  one-third  j 
of  the  number  of  pages  of  the  full  re- 
port  can  be   made.  —i^^— — 
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UNFORTUNATES. 


The  State  Census  of  Deaf, 


Blind  and  Insane. 


•• 


Report  Made  on  Subject  by  the 
State  Assessors. 


Mso  the   Annua!  Report  of  State 
Board  of  Pharmacy. 


The  office  of  the  board  of  State 
assessors  makes  the  following1  report  of 
the  number  of  persons  in  this  State 
blind,  deaf  and  dumb,  feeble  minded, 
idiotic  and  insane. 

Androscoggin — Blind,  12;  deaf  and 
dumb  22;  feeble  minded  27;  idiotic  5; 
sane  38. 

Aroostook — Blind  32;  deaf  and  dumb 
32;  feeble  minded  41;  idiotic  22;  in- 
sane  38. 

Cumberland — Blind  45;  deaf  and 
dumb  19;  tfeeble  minded,  67;  idiotic  It; 
insane  140. 

Franklin — Blind  2;  deaf  and  dumb 
9;  feeble  minded  28;  idiotic  6;  insane 
11. 

Hancock — Blind  11;  deaf  and  dumb 
21;  feeble  minded  54;  idiotic  13;  in- 
sane 42. 

Kennebec— Blind  15;  deaf  and  dumb 
22;  feeble  minded  74;  idiotic  11;  in- 
sane 62. 

Knox — Blind  17;  deaf  and  dumb  5; 
feeble  minded  45;  idiotic  21;  insane  18. 

Lincdln — Blind  9;  deaf  and  dumb  1; 
feeble  minded  27;    idiotic  8;    insane  26. 

Oxford — Blind  14;  deaf  and  dumb 
16;  feeble  minded,  69;  idiotic  11;  in- 
sane 49. 


Penobscot— Blind  32;  deaf  and  dumb 
20;  feeble  minded  69;  idiotic  12;  in- 
sane 51. 

Piscataquis — Blind  11;  deaf  and 
dumb  3;  feeble  minded  40;  idiotic  2; 
insane  26. 

Sagadahoc— Blind  7;  deaf  and  dumb 
3;  feeble  minded  25;  idiotic  5;  insane 
24. 

Somerset — Blind  14;  deaf  and  dumb 
15;  feeble  minded  34;  idiotic  11;  in- 
sane 32. 

Waldo — Blind  13;  deaf  and  dumb  12; 
feeble  minded  45;   idiotic  22;   insane  24. 

Washington — Blind  23;  deaf  and 
dumb  12;  feeble  minded  55;  idiotic  11; 
insane  34. 

York — Blind  39;  deaf  and  dumb  23; 
feeble  minded  67;  idiotic  13;  insane  61. 

Summary — Blind  296;  deaf  and 
dumb  235;  feeble  minded  767;  idiotic 
184;    insane  656. 
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MAINE'S   DEFECTIVES.  ^  1 

Augusta,  Me.,  Dec.  31.— The  board  of 
state  assessors  today  in  accordance  with 
an  act  pased  by  the  last  legislature  sub- 
mitted its  report,  finding  that  there  are 
in  Maine  296  blind,  235  deaf  and  dumb, 
767  feeble-minded?"^  idiotic  and  656  insane 
persons. 
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The  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind 
will  hold  its  annual  meeting  January 
14  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  at  Verrill,  Hale 
&  Booth's  office,  191  Middle  street. 
All  members  and  directors  of  the  cor- 
poration are  requested  to  be  present. 
The  directors  will  meet  after  the  cor- 
poration meeting.  ^~t)  I 
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Census  by  Board  of  State 
Assessors. 


Showing  Number  o!  Afflicted 
and  Deficient  Persons. 

In  accordance  with  an  act  passed  by  the 
last  Legislature  the  Board  of  State  As- 
sessors has  taken  a  census  of  the  blind, 
deaf  and  dumb,  feeble-minded,  idiotic 
artd  insane  of  the  State,  which  report 
was  submitted  to  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil at  the  regular  meeting  of  that  body- 
in  December.  The  report  states  that  the 
number  of  blind  persons  in  the  State  is 
298;  deaf  and  dumb,  235:  feeble-minded, 
767:   idiotic,   1S4;   insane,   <>5G. 

In  Kennebec  County  the  report  shows 
that  there  are  15  blind  persons.  22  deaf 
and  dumb,  74  feeble-minded,  11  idiotic 
and  <;2  insane,  divided  amjong  the  differ- 
ent towns  as  follows: 
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AUGUSTA,    Jan. 

13. 

(Special   to 

the 

EXPRESS. )— In    accordance    with 

the 

act  passed  by  the 

last 

Legislature 

the 

members   of  the   board 

of  State  asses- 

sora  have  taken  a 

census  of  the  blind, 

deaf  and   dumb,   feeble 

minded,   idiotic 

and  insane  in  the 

State 

They  find  in 

the  16   counties   of 

the 

State  296  blind, 

225  deaf  and  dumr 

,  TOT 

feeble   minded, 

1S4  idiotic  and  656  insane 

1  persons. 

In    Cumberland    County   there   are  45 

blind,    19      deaf   and    dumb,    C7     feeble 

minded,   11  idiotic 

and 

140  insane 

per- 

sons,   divided  by  towns 

as  follows. 
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Baldwin    ...     1 

— 

3        — 

1 

Bridgton    5 

— 

—         2 

5 

Brunswick    ....     2 

1 

10          2 

3 

Cape    Elizabeth  — 

— 

—        — 

2 

Casco     1 



—          1 

Cumberland     ..  — 

4 

Falmouth    5 

1 

—          1 

1 

Freeport    .«••..    1 
Gorham    — 

2 
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3         1 
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6 
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Gray     3 

2 

2          1 

— 

Harpswell     — 

— 

3         — 

— 

Harrison    — 

— 

a      — 

3 

Naples     — 

— 

2         

— 

New  Gloucester  — 

4 

7        — 

— 

North    

Yarmouth    ...  — 

— 

C        — 

1        — 

Otlsfteld     ......  — 



Portland     15 

— 

112         — 
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Pownal     1 

1 

—        — 

4 

Raymond     — 

— 

1        — 

— 

Scarboro     1 

— 

—           2 

1 

Sebago    None   in 

this   town 

South    Portland     4 

1 

6        — 

2 

•Stan  dish     3 

— 

3          1 

3 

West  brook    2 

5 

6        — 

— 

Windham  No 

return. 

Yarmouth     1 

— 

2        — 

2 

Total   45 

19 

C7        11 

140' 
ary 

There  will  be  a  meeting-  of  the  M 

Brown   Home,    Jan. 

15, 

at   10.30  a. 

m., 

364   Spring   street. 
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INSTITUTION   FOR   BLIND. 


Annual   Meeting   of  State  Organization 
Held  Today.  l  jy,  f 

In  the  offices  of  Verrill,  HaJeHi.ld 
Booth  this  morning  was  held  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind.  Officers  and  directors 
were  elected;  reports  were  submitted 
by  the  various  committees;  much  rou- 
tine business  was  transacted;  a  build- 
ing committee  was  appointed  and 
many  new  members  were  admitted. 

At  the  regular  meeting  the  old  board 
of  directors  were  re-elected.  J.  Calvin 
Knapp  was  elected  clerk,  and  Harry 
Butler  was  chosen  treasurer.  The  di- 
rectors' meeting  was  held  immediately 
after  the  close  of  the  regular  meeting 
and  the  following  officers  were  elected; 
President,  Morrill  N.  Drew;  vice  pres- 
idents, Col.  F.  E.  Boothby  and  Charles 
H.  Randall. 

A  building  committee  consisting  of 
Charles  H.  Randall,  Col.  F.  E.  Boothby. 
Charles  M.  Moses,  Morrill  N.  Drew,  J. 
Putnam  Stevens,  was  appointed  by  the 
president,  and  authorized  with  full 
power  to  act  in  the  erection  of  build- 
ings projected  by  the   institution. 

At  the  regular  meeting  the  following 
new  members  were  admitted:  Mrs. 
Whitman  Sawyer,  Mrs.  Francis  E. 
3hase,  Mrs.  Helen  M.  Fickett,  Mrs. 
Sadie  P.  Hannaford,  Mrs.  Joseph  M. 
Strout,  Mrs.  C.  Eugene  Freeman,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Jackson,  Miss  Florence  M. 
Best,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Rogers.  Mrs.  J.  J. 
Pooler,  Mrs.  George  P.  Thomas,  Fred 
S.  Jordan,  George  Toiman,  Howard 
Davies,  Charles  F.  Floger,  Mrs.  Charles 
F.    Flagg-    Winslow    S.r"^"1™'1 
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Institution    For   the    Blind. 


In  the  offices  of  Verrill,  Hale  & 
Booth  yesterday  was  held  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind.  Officers  and  directors  were 
elected;  reports  were  submitted  by 
the  various  committees;  much  rout'ne 
business  was  transacted;  a  building 
committee  was  appointed  and  many 
new  members  were  admitted. 

At  the  regular  meeting  the  old  board 
of  directors  were  re-elected.  J.  Cal- 
vin Knapp  was  elected  clerk,  and  Har- 
ry Butler  was  chosen  treasurer.  The 
directors'  meeting  was  held  immedi- 
ately after  the  close  of  the  regular 
meeting  and  the  following  officers 
were  elected: 
President — Morrill  N.  Drew. 
Vice  Presidents— Col.  F.  E.  Booihby 
and  Charles  H.  Randall. 

A  building  committee  consisting  of 
Chas.  H.  Randall,  Col.  F.  E.  Boothby, 
Charles  M.  Moses,  Morrill  N.  Drew,  J. 
Putnam  Stevens,  was  appointed  by  the 
president,  and  authorized  with  full 
power  to  act  in  the  erection  of  build- 
ings projected  by  the  institution. 

At  the  regular  meeting  the  follow- 
ing new  members  were  admitted: 
Mrs.  Whitman  Sawyer,  Mrs.  Francis 
E.  Chase,  Mrs.  Helen  M.  Fickctt,  Mrs. 
Sadie  P.  Hannaford,  Mrs.  Joseph  M. 
Strout,  Mrs.  C.  Eugene  Freeman,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Jackson,  Miss  Florence  M. 
Best,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Rogers,  Mrs.  J.  J. 
Pooler,  Mrs.  George  P.  Thomas,  Fred 
S.  Jordan,  George  Tolman,  Howard 
Davies,  Charles  F.  Flagg,  Mrs.  Charles 
Winslow    Sutherland. 
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INSTITUTE  FOR   BLI 


Work  on   New  Building  on  Alms  House 
Lot  to   Begin  As  Soon  As  Possible. 


A  member  of  the  committee  of  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  said  Fri- 
day that  as  soon  as  possible  the  work 
on  the  building  of  the  institute  will  be 
commenced  on  the  lot  recently  deeded 
by  the  city  which  is  a  part  of  the  old 
alms  house  lot. 

It  has  been  rumored  that  there  was 
a  possibility  that  the  city  might  ask 
the  committee  of  the  association  to  re- 
deed  the  lot  to  the  city  in  exchange  for 
f-ome  other  lot  but  there  has  been  no 
occasion  for  such  a  rumor 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  the 
old  toatd  was  re-elected  f  >r  another 
term  and  everything  is  progressing  as 
well  as  could  be  desired. 

Tne  building  will  be  most  modern  m 
its  appointments  and  in  every  way 
cdap*ed  for  its  requirements. 
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The  committee  on  estimates -of  the 
city  government  is  expected  to  hold  its 
first  session  Wednesday  evening. 
When  it  will  hold  its  last  one  is  a 
conundrum  that  no  man  can  solve 
within  six  weeks  or  so.  The  pass 
word  for  people  who  want  to  get  in  to 
attend  the  sessions  of  the  committee 
will  be  "Twenty  dollars  or  bust  a  shoe 


string,"    and    the   answer  from    within 
will  be  "Or  the  Agency  will  make  up  j 
the  deficiency." 

The  committees  from  the  trustees  of 
the  Institute  for  Blind  met  the  com- 
mittee on  public  bujj£ings  and  Mayor 
Leighton  yesterday  afternoon  in  order 
if  possible  to  find  some  way  out  of 
the  present  muddle  whereby  some  of 
the  trustees  are  stopping  progress  in 
regard  to  the  institution  by  reason  of 
a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  its  proper 
location.  It  was  intimated  that  not'a- 
ing  was  done  beyond  talking  the  mat- 
ter over  and  that  it  now  looks  as 
though  this  city  government  would 
have  to  begin  at  the  beginning  again. 
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FOR  BLIND  FUND 

Whist  at  the  Falmouth  Yesterday 
Afternoon. 


UNDER  AUSPICES  GORHAM  DAMES 


A   Pleasant  Afternoon  Spent  By 
the  Ladies. 


I 


The  dining  room  of  the  Falmouth 
presented  a  very  animated  and  bril- 
liant sight.Friday  afternoon  when  the 
whist  given  under  the  auspices  of  the 
committee  of  conference  assisted  by 
the  Gorham  Dames  for  the  benefit  of 
the  fund  for  the  b^md.  At  the  left  of 
the  room  on  a  small  table  of  which 
Miss  Mary  Barker  was  in  charge  were 
the  three  dolls  which  have  attracted 
so  much  attention.  It  was  a  wedding 
group  consisting  of  the  bride  in  all  the 
glory  of  her  white  satin  and  tulle  fin- 
ery while  the  brodesmaid  and  maid 
of  honor  in  pink  satin  and  light  blue 
respectively  would  gladden  the  heart 
of  any  doll  lover. 

There  were  nearly  50  tables  of  play- 
ers, three-quarters  of  whom  played 
straight  whist  while  the  other  quarter 
devoted   their  time   to   bridge. 


M 


•Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes  was  in  charge  of 
the  punchers  among-  whom  were  Miss 
Olivia  R.  Barker,  Mrs.  Richard  Stur- 
divant,  Mrs.  Sidney  Jackson,  Miss 
Helen  Cressey,  Mrs.  William  Cousins, 
Mrs.    Dyson. 

There  were  two  hours  of  play  and 
at  its  close  it  was  found  that  in 
straight  whist  Mrs.  Harmon,  with  a 
score  of  48  had  taken  thfc  handsome 
"rarebit"  doylie;  Mrs.  Harry  Libby 
with  44  points  to  her  credit.a  cut  glass 
dish,  and  Mrs.  Farnsworth  the  little 
picture. 

In  bridge,  Miss  Agnes  Beal  was  the 
winner  of  the  first  prize,  a  cut  glass 
dish  with  handle.  Mrs.  E.  G.  Wilson 
was  second  in  this  division  taking  a 
little  gem  of  a  picture  in  a  very  artis- 
tic frame,  and  Mrs.  Webb  had  third 
place  and  received  the  little  booklet 
which  was  extremely  dainty. 

The  three  dolls  went  to  the  holder 
of  182 — Mrs.  Annie  McLellan  Home. 

The  score  cards  were  pretty  little 
souvenirs  of  the  occasion  and  it  is  very 
seldom  that  so  large  a  party  of  la- 
dies get  out  for  such  an  event,  but 
both  the  cause  and  the  women  in 
chai'ge  insured  a  successful  ending. 
Even  the  blustering  day  had  little  ef- 
fect on  the  attendance  and  the  appear- 
ance inside  indicated  that  everybody 
had  the  "happy  habit." 
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DEEDING  OF  LAND. 


For   Maim 


t/ 


le  Institution  of  Blind  Tf  Be 
Discussed   by  Committee. 

The  committee  on  unimproved  real 
estate  of  the  city  council  meets  at  3 
o'clock  this  afternoon  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  matter  of  deeding 
a  lot  of  land'tu  the  twusfctuu  ml  tlit 
State    Institution    for    the    Blind. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  by  a 
vote  of  the  city  council  the  trustees 
were  given  a  lot  of  land  on  the  old 
Portland  poor  farm  orf ' JWMRMWT  SH'IW.1. 
3,ater  it  wag  suggested  that  a  lot  of 
kind  StTffifo'ld  Deering  poor  farm  on 
Brighton  avenue  be  given  instead.  The 
matter  will  be  discussed  at  the  meet- 
ing this  afternoon. 
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NOT    YET    SETTLED.        ^j 

What    Lot   Will   Be  Deeded   to   Institu- 
tion  for    Blind. 


Thursday  afternoon  the  city  govern- 
ment committee  on  unimproved  real 
estate  composed  of  Aldermen  Neal 
and  Duddy  and  Councilmen  Bancroft, 
O'Brion  and  Sheehan  held  a  meeting 
with  the  trustees  of  the  Maine  State 
institution  for  the  Blind  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  matter  of  deed- 
ing a  lot  of  land  to  this  institution. 

Some  time  ago  by  vote  of  the  city 
council  the  trustees  were  given  a  lot 
of  land  on  the  old  Portland  poor  farm 
on  Portland  street  but  later  it  was 
suggested  that  a  lot  of  land  on  the 
old  Deering  poor  fram  on  Brighton 
avenue  be  given  instead. 

The  matter  was  discussed  informally 
yesterday  and  finally  it  was  decided  to 
adjourn  to  meet  Tuesday  afternoon, 
Feb.  11,  when  it  is  expected  that  final 
action  on  the  proposition  will  be  tak- 
en. — T 
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DISCUSS  LOCATION 
SCHOOL  FOR  BLINE 

Trustees  and  City  Governmen 
Committee  in  Session— "Hos 
tile  Feeling"  Surprise  to  J, 
Putnam  Stevens. 


The  trustees  of  the  Maine  Institute 
for  the  Blind  are  meeting  this  after- 
noon with  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee  on   unimproved    real   estate  of    the 


Oity  Government  for  the  purpose  of 
reaching,  if  possible,  an  agreement 
concerning  the  location  of  the  training 
school  buildings  of  the  institute. 

The  trustees  first  asked  for  a  lot 
early  last  Summer  and  were  promised 
a,  portion  of  the  old  poor  farm  property 
on  Portland  street  at  the  corner  of 
Weymouth.  A,  few  months  later  when 
the  trustees  pressed  the  administration 
then  in  office  for  the  -deed  to  the  prop- 
erty, it  was  suggested  that  they  take 
another  portion  of  the  lot,  declared  by 
the  trustees  not  to  be  at  all  suitable 
for  the  purpose.  It  was  suggested  that 
as  an  alternative,  the  institute  could 
have  a  lot  near  the  new  Oity  Farm. 
This  is  not  satisfactory  to  the  trustees, 
or  at  least  to  the  greater  part  of  them 
and  the  matter  has  been  hanging  fire 
ever  since.  It  has  been  hinted  a 
number  of  times  that  objection  was  be- 
ing made  to  the  first  Portland  street 
lot  because  it  was  feared  that  the 
buildings  would  not  be  in  harmony 
with  the  boulevard  system,  though  the 
plans  for  the  buildings  proved  that 
such  an  idea  is  entirely  erroneous. 
»»"€Joncerning  the  matter,  J.  Putnam 
Stevens,  one  of  the  trustees  said  this 
morning:  "I  am  not  at  all  satisfied 
with  the  lot  offered  at  the  present  time. 
It  is  too  far  from  the  Oity  and  there 
are  other  reasons  why  I  think  that  the 
school  for  the  blind  should  be  almost 
anywhere  else.  If  the  Oity  had  given 
the  lot  at  the  corner  of  Weymouth 
street,  it  would  have  been  entirely  sat- 
isfactory and  the  buildings  would  not 
only  not  be  a  detriment  to  the  boule- 
vard project,  but  on  the  contrary  would 
be  a  decided  addition  to  its  attract- 
iveness. 

"I  am  surprised  to  encounter  this 
hostile  feeling  in  the  matter,  especial- 
ly as  Bangor  citizens  have  let  us  know 
that  they  will  give  us  almost  any  site 
in  that  city  which  we  may  select,  and 
follow  it  up  with  a  substantial  money 
contribution  to  the  cause  if  that  will 
be  any  object. 

"There  has  also  been  some  talk  of 
offering  lots  in  Lewiston  and  A-uburn. 
In  fact  every  city  and  town  in  the 
State  which  have  given  any  thought  at 
all  to  the  matter,  have  decided  that  they 
will  do  all  that  they  can  do  to  secure 
the  institution.  We  are  to  meet  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  City 
Government  this  afternoon  and  I  hope 
that  .some  sort  of  a  settlement  can  be 
reached,  for  it  will  be  necessary  to 
make  a  beginning  the  moment  the 
frost  is  out  of  the  ground  in  the 
Spring." 
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There  was  a  meeting  of  the  directors 
of  the  Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind 
this  afternoon  at  the  offices  of  Mer- 
rill, Hale  and  Booth  in  the  Casoo  Bank 
building.  The  business  before  the 
meeting  was  the  consideration  of  the 
proposition  to  exchange  the  lot  of  land 
now  held  by  the  Institution,  for  anoth- 
er lot,  as  suggested  by  the  corhmitteee 
on  improved  real  estate  of  the  City 
government.  ^^  J 
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WANT  BETTER  SITE,  - 

PORTLAND,  Me.,  Feb.  12.— The  trus- 
tees of  the  Maine  Institute  for  th"e 
Blind  had  a  meeting  yesterday  with 
trie  committee  of  the  city  council  to 
discuss  the  site  for  the  proposed  new 
building.  J.  Putnam  Stevens  said  after 
the  meeting:  "The  trustees  are  not 
satisfied  with  the  lot  offered  by  Port- 
land. I  still  have  hopes  that  vv-e  can 
prevail  upon  the  city  council  to  grant 
x&   a   more   favorable    site." 


Bosto-rv,  VVWss.,    Heretic^. 


SEEK  BETTER  SITE. 

Maine   Institute    for    Blind    Trustees 
Discuss  Matter  with  Counsel. 

[Special  Dispatch  to  the  Boston  Herald.]* 
PORTLAND.  Me.  Feb.  11 — The  trustees 
of  the  Ma;ne  Institute  for  the  Blind  had  a 
meeting  today  with  th-j  commfTTPe  of  th> 
city  council  to  discuss  the  site  for  the  pro- 
posed new  building.  J.  Putnam  Stevens 
said  after  the  meeting:  "The  trustees  are 
not  satisfied  with  the  lot  offered  by  I 
land  I  still  have  hopes  that  we  can  preva', 
upon  the  city  council  to  grant  us  a  more 
favorable  site." 
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NEW  LOCATION. 

Has  Been  Proposed  For  Maine  Institu- 
tion for  the   Blind. 

A  new  site  has  been  proposed  for  the 
proposed  Industrial  home  of  the  Maine 
Institution  for  the  Blind.  The  new  lo- 
cation is  on  Stevens  avenue  Between 
Congress  street  and  Capisic  street  and 
in      the         opinion      of  many      is 

the  best  location  that  could  be 
secured  as  it  is  a  high  piece 
of  land  between  22  and  44  Stevens  ave- 
nue and  is  very  sightly.  As  the  land  is 
very  high  no  grading  would  have  to  be 
done  and  it  would  be  very  dry.  It  is 
near  the  Mary  Brown  home  and  other 
institutions  and  would  undoubtedly 
make  an  ideal  location  for  the  new 
building. 
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The  Portland  city  government  3on> 
mittee  on  unimproved  real  estate  held  a 
meeting  with  the  trustees  of  the  Maine 
State  Institution  for  the  Blind  last  week 
for  the  purpose  of  considerinjtne  matter 
of  deeding  a  lot  of  land  to  this  institu- 
tion. Some  time  ago  by  vote  of  the 
eity  council  the  trustees  were  given  a  lot 
of  land  on  the  old  Portland  poor  farm  on 
Portland  street  but  later  it  was  sug- 
gested that  a  lot  of  land  on  the  old  Deer- 
tng  poor  farm  on  Bridgton  avenue  be 
given  instead. 
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An  order  relative  to"*The  transfer  of 
a  lot  of  land  on  Portland  street  to  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Bliitf.  This 
-will  be  in  the  nature  of  an  exchange  of 
a  lot  of  land  on  Portland  street  now 
held  by  the  City  for  the  lot  which  is 
now  held  by  the  Maine  Institute  for 
the  Blind.  The  committee  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Institute  having  ex- 
pressed a  wilingness  to  pay  $5000  bo- 
nus foi  the  new,Jo)Lx  ft    \ 


It  has  been  suggested  that  the  plot  of 
land  on  Stevens  avenue  between  Congress 
and  Capdsi-c  streets  would  be  an  IderU, 
picLce  fur  the  Institute  for  the  BlirWT 
The  land  is  high  and  dry.  would  require 
very  little  grading  and  is  near  other  in- 
stRutioa*- of  a 
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So  far  in  the  examination  of  State 
expenditures,  attacked  by  theT^Jafer- 
ville  Sentinel,  we  have  taken  Tip  trf>se 
for  education,  agriculture,  charitable 
and  benevolent  purposes,  fish  and 
game,  State  roads,  railroad  and  tele- 
graph taxes  turned  back,  and  the  en- 
forcement of  the  liquor  law.  The  in- 
creased expenditures  in  these  depart- 
ments and  for  unclassified  single  pur- 
poses appeared  to  account  for  more 
than  seven-tenths  of  the  million  in- 
crease as  compared  with  the  expedi- 
tures  in  1901. 

What  others  are  there?  The  table 
of  contingent  expenses  shows  an  in- 
crease of  $2676,  accounted  for  of  course 
by  the  increased  amount  of  business  in 
six  years.  For  county  tax  on  wild 
lands  there  was  no  expenditure  in 
1901,  while  in  1907  the  expenditure  was 
$32,432.  The  amount  paid  for  damage 
by  dogs  and  wild  animala  was  $11,954 
hi  the  latter  year  than  in  the 
er.     There    was    an    increase      of 
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INSTITUTE    FOR    BLINDv^V  | 

Trustees  Now  Have  Deed  For  Lot  and 
Work  Will   Soon    Begin. 

The  trustees  of  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind  now  have  in  their  pos- 
session a  deed  for  the  lot  on  which  are 
to  be  built  the  buildings  of  the  school. 
Architect  Thompson  is  at  work  upon 
the  plans  and  in  a  few  weeks,  or  as 
soon  as  the  ground  can  be  readily  ex- 
cavated,   the    work      of      erecting      the 
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OR  BLIND. 


Two     Important     Meetings    are  to  Be 
Held  in  Portland.      ^Q  I 

On  Tuesday,  June  2,  at  2  P.  M.  there 
will  be  held  at  Portland,  in  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Asssociation  hall,  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Maine  Associa- 
tion for  the  blind  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving the  report  of  the  executive 
board  pertaining  to  the  revision  "of 
the  by-laws,  as  authorized  at  the  last 
annual  meeting.  Members  are  urged 
to  attend. 

The  regular  annual  convention  of 
the  association  will  be  held  in  the 
place  above  mentioned  on  Wednesday, 
June  3,  at  2  A.  M.,  for  the  election 
of  officers  and  for  the  transaction  of 
such  other  business  as  may  properly 
come  before  the  said  meeting. 

A  cordial  invitation  is  extended  to 
any  blind  person  to  become  a  member 
of  the  association  and  thus  aid  in  the 
work  which  the  organization  seeks  to 
do.  As  applications  for  membership 
cannot  be  considered  except  at  an  an- 
nual meeting,  those  desiring  to  con- 
nect themselves  with  the  association 
should  make  application  to  the  secre- 
tary at  once. 
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Special  Meeting  oi  Maine  Association 
for  the  Blind.  &  1 

On  Tuesday,  June  2,  at  2  p.  m., 
there  will  be  held  at  Portland,  in  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  hall  a  .special  meeting  of 
the  Maine  Association  for  the  B^mi 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  re- 
port of  the  executive  board  pertain- 
ing to  the  revision  of  the  by-laws  as 
authorized  at  the  last  annual  meet- 
ing. Members  are  requested  to  be 
present. 

The  regular  annual  convention  of 
the  association  will  be  held  in  the 
place  above  mentioned  on  Wednes- 
day, June  3,  at  10  a.  m.,  for  the  elec- 
tion of  officers  and  for  the  transac- 
tion of  such  other  business  as  may 
properly  come  before  the  said  meet- 
ing. 

Within  the  past  live  years,  the.  as- 
social  ion  has  increased  both  in  num- 
bers and  efficiency,  and  has  success- 
fully demonstrated  that  the  blind, 
through  united  and  systematic  effort, 
can  obtain  both  the  recognition  and 
the  aid  of  the  public  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  such  undertakings  as 
are  for  the  best  welfare  of  the  blind. 
As  members  cannot  be  admitted  ex- 
cept at  the  annual  meeting,  those  de- 
siring to  unite  with  the  association 
should  make  application  to  the  sec- 
retary  at    once. 

Win.     Lynch,     Secretary. 

84    Peering   Ave.,    Portland,    Me. 
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ASSOCIATION   FOR  BLIND. 

Annual   Meeting   to   Be   Held   in  Y.   M. 
C.  A.  Hall,  June  &        ♦    ,.  1 

The  annual  convention  of  the  Maine 
Association  for  the  Blind  will  be  held 
at  Portland  ia  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  June  3, 

at  10  a.  m.  for  the  election  of  officers 
and  for  the  transaction  of  such  other 
business  as  may  properly  come  before 
the'  said  meeting-.  The  morning  will 
be  devoted  to  the  reading  of  reports 
and  other  routine  business  and  the  af- 
ternoon to  the  election  of  officers  and 
new  business. 

The  attention  of  the  public  is  called 
to  the  evening  meeting,  for  which  spe- 
cial efforts  have  been  made  to  pro- 
vide an  interesting  and  instructive 
program.  Addresses  by  prominent 
speakers  with  good  music  will  form 
the  program.  As  the  seating  capacity 
of  the  hall  is  not  large,  tickets  have 
been  issued,  which  may  be  obtained  at 
Cressey  &  Allen's  on  and  after  June  3. 

The  association  especially  requests 
all  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
betterment  of  the  condition  of  the 
blind  to  make  a  special  endeavor  to 
attend  this  meeting,  as  one  of  the 
speakers  will  be  E.  E.  Allen,  now  su- 
perintendent of  the  Massachusetts 
School  for  the  Blind,  and  for  years 
engaged  in  the  betterment  of  the 
sightless.     William    Lynch,    secretary. 


Portl 
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THE  BLIND      ' 
INSTITUTION 


Preliminary  Work  Is  Well  On 
Hand. 


An  Outline  of  the  Proposed 
Institution. 


It  is  expected  that  in  about  two 
weeks  ground  will  be  broken  for  the 
manual  trainm'g'  unhuui  fui  the  blliiuY 
wh.rnh  will  ha  n—aicd  on  a  well  chosen 
site  on  what  is  known  as  the  old 
almshouse  property  on  Portland 
street.  The  establishment  of  such  a 
school  was  authorized  by  the  last 
Legislature  arid  matters  have  taken 
such  definite  "shape  that  the  ground 
plans  for  the  structure  are  all  pre- 
pared. The  school  proper  will  be  in 
a  building  100  by  44  feet  centrally 
located  and  will  be  constructed  of  the 
very  best  brick  with  granite  under- 
pinning and  of  limestone  and  terra 
cotta  trimmings.  It  will  be  two  stories 
high  with  basement  and  so  finished 
that  it  will  really  be  of  ornate  ap- 
pearance. It  is  understood  that  at  the 
outset  some  little  objection  was  raised 
to  the  use  of  the  property  for  the  pur- 
pose named  for  the  reason  that  the 
buildings  would  be  of  such  a  kind  that 
they  would  not  be  in  keeping  with 
their  surroundings  and  detract  from 
the  good  appearance  of  the  city  in 
the  vicinity.  To  meet  this  objection 
efforts  have  been  made  to  make  the 
building  as  ornate  as  possible. 

Not  far  from  the  main  school  an 
administration  building  will  be  erected 
and  in  time  it  is  proposed  to  erect 
dormitories,  but  before  this  shall  be 
done  the  attendants  of  the  school  will 
be  boarded  at  convenient  places  in 
the    immediate    neighborhood. 


The  purpose  of  the  school  is  well 
known  and  It  Is  believed  by  the 
projectors  that  when  the  two  or  three 
years  training  allotted  to  each  Inmate 
shall  be  finished  the  blind  man  will  be 
in  a  position  of  self  support.  Instruc- 
tion will  be  given  in  the  making  of 
brooms,  mattresses  etc.  many  of 
which  now  in  this  very  market  come 
from  institutions,  like  the  one  about 
to  be  started  here,  from  Philadelphia 
and  other  cities. 


ID 
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FOR  THE   BLIND. 


Annual   Meeting  of  the  Maine  Associa- 


tion. June  3. 


\ 


The  annual  convention  of  the  Maine 
Association  for  the  Blind  will  be  held 
at  Portland,  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  hall 
June  3,  at  10  a.  m.  The  morning  will 
be  devoted  to  the  reading  of  retports 
ancl  other  routine  business,  the  after- 
noon to  the  election  of  officers  and 
new  business. 

The  attention  of  the  public  is  called 
1  to  the  evening  meeting,  for  which 
special  efforts  have  been  made  to  pro- 
vide an  interesting  and  instructive 
program.  Addresses  by  prominent 
speakers  with  good  music  will  form 
the  program.  As  the  seating  capacity 
of  tlae  hall  is  not  large,  tickets  have 
been  issued  which  may  be  obtained  at 
'Cress&y  &  Allen's  on  and  after  June  1. 

The  "association  especially  request  all 
those  who  are  interested  in  the  better- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  blind  to 
rni^kfe  a  special  endeavor  to  attend  this 
meeting,  as  one  of  the  speakers  will  be 
Eh  E^^Wta^iigMB^Uiperintendent  of  the 

to/t  years  engaged  in  the  betterment  of 
Jnie  sightless. 
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ASSOCIATION  FOR  Hit 

BLIND  IN  SESSION 


Preliminary   Meeting    Today  to 
Get  Ready  For  Sta!e  Con- 
vention Wednesday.    0 


I 


This  afternoon  at  2  o'clock  a  spec- 
ial meeting-  of  the  Maine  association 
for  the  Blyd  was  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C. 
A.  hall  for  The  purpose  of  receiving 
and  discussing  the  report  of  the  exec- 
utive board  in  regard  to  the  work  of 
reconstructing  the  bylaws  and  revis- 
ing the  general  constitution.  This  is 
not  a  part  of  the  annual  convention 
which  begins  tomorrow,  but  merely  a 
preliminary  session  held  in  compliance 
with  the  laws  of  the  organization  to 
crnsider  the  constitution  before  the 
plans  for  final  correction  shall  be  pre- 
sented and  made  public  at  a  regular 
meeting.  Tomorrow  morning  will  be 
devoted  wholly  to  the  reading  of  re- 
ports and  action  in  regard  to  the  laws. 
In  the  afternoon  new  business  will  be 
transacted,  officers  for  the  following 
year  elected,  and  active  and  associate 
members   heard    from. 

Within  the  past  five  years,  the  as- 
sociation has  increased  both  in  num- 
bers and  efficiency,  and  has  success- 
fully demonstrated  that  the  blind, 
through  united  and  systematic  effort 
can  obtain  both  the  recognition  and 
the  aid  of  the  public  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  such  undertakings  as  are 
for  the  'best  welfare  of  the  blind.  As 
members  cannot  be  admitted  except 
at  the  annual  meeting,  those  desiring 
to  unite  with  the  association  should 
make  application  to  the  secretary  at 
once. 
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PUBLIC   MEE.ING  TONIGHT. 


In    Interests    of    Maine    Association    of 
the  Blind. 

At  this  morning's  session  of 
Association  of  the  Blind  held  in 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  routine  matters  were 
disposed  of.  The  treasurer's  and  sec- 
retary's reports  were  read  and  accept- 
ed and  the  reports  of  several  commit- 
tees were  accepted.  At  this  after- 
noon's session  which  began  at  2 
o'clock  officers  for  the  ensuing  year 
were  elected.  Tfhe  by  laws  changed 
about  somewhat  at  yesterday  after- 
noon's  session   were   adopted. 

This  evening  a  public  meeting  will 
be  held  at  which  the  speakers  will  be 
E.  E.  Allen,  superintendent  of  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Kendall  and  Howard 
Davies  of  Yarmouth.  Music  will  be 
furnished  by  some  of  the  blind  people 
of  the  City  and  the  meeting  promises 
to    be    very    interesting. 
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Association   for   Blind 


;  o 


At  2  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Maine  Associ- 
ation for  the  Blind  was  held  in  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  building  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  Jhe  report  of  the  executive 
board  pertaining  to  the  revision  of  the 
bylaws  as  authorized  at  the  last  an- 
nual meeting. 

The  regular  annual  convention  of 
the  association  will  be  at  the  same 
place  at  2  o'clock  this  afternoon, 
when  officers  for  the  new  year  will  be 
ejected.  Reports  will  be  heard  and 
the  transaction  of  all  such  business  as 
may  properly  come  before  the  meet- 
ing will  be  in  order. 

The  association  expects  that  a  num- 
ber of  new  members  will  join  the  as- 
sociation today,  and  as  new  names 
may  be  acted  upon  only  at  annual 
meetings  all  those  desiring  to  join  the 
association  should  present  their  names 
today. 
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Plans  for  Construction   ol 

in 


Portland. 

STRUCTURE  WILL  BE 
WHOLLY  FIRE  PROOF 


Rig  Workroom  Has  Been 

Arranged  For;    Also  a 

Shipping  Room. 


Plans  for  the  work-shop  of  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  have 
been  made  and  bids  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  building  have  been  called 
for.  At  the  last  sesion,  the  Legislature 
appropriated  $40,000  for  this  purpose. 
The  plans  -were  drawn  by  F-  A.  Tomp- 
son.  The  building  is  to  be  44%  by  100% 
and  will  be  a  building  of  modern  con- 
struction. It  will  be  two  stories  high 
and  will  have  a  high  basement  which 
flill  allow  a  natural  light  to  fill  this 
portion. 


The  boiler  will  be  located  in  the  base- 
ment and  the  rest  of  the  space  will  be 
utilized  for  storage  and  a  shipping  de- 
partment, where  the  finished  products 
of  the  school  will  be  shipped  from. 
On  the  first  floor  the  office  of  the  su- 
perintendent will  be  near  the  main  en- 
trance. A  large  workroom  has  been 
planned  but  it  is  not  known  at  pres- 
ent how  the  room  will  be  divided.  It 
will  depend  on  the  number  of  people 
attending  the  school  and  provisions 
have  been  made  on  both  floors  so  that 
the  large  rooms  can  be  divided  into 
rooms  of  smaller  size.  On  the  second 
floor  two  large  workrooms  have  been 
arranged  for.  One  is  for  the  use  of  the 
men  and  the  other  will  be  used  by  the 
female  attendants.  All  the  modern  im- 
provements have  been  installed  aiifl  ev- 
erything has  been  arranged  for  the 
convenience  of  the  occupants. 

The  stairways  throughout  the  build- 
ing are  of  fireproof  construction,  no 
fire  escapes  having  been  placed  on  j 
the  exterior  of  the  building  it  being 
the  opinion  of  all  the  members  of  the 
commission  and  the  architect  that  in  a 
case  of  blind  people  they  would-  be 
UbLJcsa.  The  floors  of  the  entrances 
ana^nallways  are  laid  with  concrete 
and  the  stairways  are  of  iron.  The  en- 
closure of  the  stairways  and  hallways 
are  of  iron  and  are  fireproof  in  every 
way.  The  floors  of  the  workrooms  are 
laid  with  steel  icolumns,  hard  pine 
beams,  plank  flooring  and  the  top  row 
of  flooring  is  made  from  the  hardest 
wood  obtainable,  w/:ich  will  be  finished 
and   polished. 

The  building  will  be  on  the  old  Alms- 
house lot  on  Portland  street  at  the 
corner  of  Weymouth  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  building  will  be  completed 
and  ready  for  occupancy  by  the  fall  of 
the    present   year. 

The  walls  of  the  building  will  be  of 
red  brick  with  lime  stone  finish  and 
copper  cornices.  The  roof  will  be  flat 
and  will  be  tarred  and  gravelled. 
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HOME   FOR  THE   BLIND. 

Plans  for   Construction     of     the     New 
Building. 


Plans  for  the  work- shop  of  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  have 
been  made  and  bids  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  building  have  been  called 
for.  At  the  last  sesion,  the  Legislature 
appropriated  $40,000  for  this  purpose. 
The  plans  were  drawn  by  F.  A.  Tomp- 
son.  The  "building  is  to  be  44%  by  100% 
and  will  be  a  building  of  modern  con- 
struction. It  will  be  two  stories  high 
and  will  have  a  high  basement  which 
will  allow  a  natural  light  to  fill  this 
portion. 

The  boiler  will  be  located  in  the  base- 
ment and  the  rest  of  the  space  will  be 
utilized  for  storage  and  a  shipping  de- 
partment, where  the  finished  products 
of  the  school  will  be  shipped  from. 
On  the  first  floor  the  office  of  the  su- 
perintendent will  be  near  the  main  en- 
trance. A  large  workroom  has  been 
planned  but  it  is  not  known  at  pres- 
ent how  the  room  will  be  divided.  It 
will  depend  on  the  number  of  people 
attending  the  school  and  provisions 
have  been  made  on  both  floors  so  that 
the  large  rooms  can  be  divided  into 
rooms  of  smaller  size.  On  the  second 
floor  two  large  workrooms  have  been 
arranged  for.  One  is  for  the  use  of  the 
men  and  the  other  will  be  used  by  the 
female  attendants.  All  the  modern  im- 
provements have  been  installed  aid  ev- 
erything has  been  arranged  for  the 
convenience  of  the  occupants. 

The  stairways  throughout  the  build- 
ing are  of  fireproof  construction,  no 
fire  escapes  having  .  been  placed  on 
the  exterior  of  the  building  it  being 
the  opinion  of  all  the  members  of  the 
commission  and  the  architect  that  in  a 
case  of  blind  people  they  would  be 
useless.  The  floors  of  the  entrants 
and  hallways  are  laid  with  concrete 
and  the  stairways  are  of  iron.  The  en- 
closure of  the  stairways  and  hallways 
are  of  iron  and  are  flrfeproof  in  every 
way.    The  floors  of  the  workrooms. are 


laid  with  steel      (columns,  hard       pine 
beams,  plank  flooring  and  the  top  row 
of   flooring-  is   made    from   the   hardest 
wood  obtainable,  which  will  be  finished  ! 
and   polished. 

The  building-  will  be  on  the  old  Alms- 
house lot  on  Portland  street  at  the 
corner  of  Weymouth  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  building  will  be  completed 
and  readj'  for  occupancy  by  the  fall  of 
the   present   year. 

The  walls  of  the  building  will  be  of 
red  brick  with  lime  stone  finish  and 
copper  cornices.  The  roof  will  be  flat 
and  will  be  tarred  and  gravelled. 
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MAINE    ASSOCIATION    FOR    B 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  ft! 
Fraternal  Association  for  the  Blind,  for- 
merly known  as  the  Maim-  Association 
Cor  the  Blind,  held  in  Portland  We 
day.  June  .*',.  the  following  oflioe?s  were 
elected:  E.  Trask  of  Chelsea,  president; 
O.  A.  Nvlx.ls  of  Hallow. dl.  vice  presi- 
dent: Win.  Lynch  of  Portland,  secretary; 
Miss  Carrie  C.  Adams  of  Portland, 
treasurer. 
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CHANGE  IN  NAME. 


Association  for  Blind  Held  Annual 
Meeting  Yesterday. 


SOME    NEW  MEMBERS   ELECTED 


Supt.  Allen  of  Perkins  Institute 
Gave  an  Address  Last  Night 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Maine 
Fraternal  Association  for  the  Blind, 
formerly  known  as  the  Maine  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind,  held  in  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
hall  yesterday  afternoon  officers  were 
chosen  .for  the  ensuing  year  and  four 
new  members  admitted.  No  reports 
were  presented  other  than  that  of  the 
committee  recommending  a  revision 
of  the  hy-laws  and  this  was  accepted. 
The  association  under  its  new  name 
will  be  incorporated.  In  the  evening 
there  was  a  public  meeting  in  the  hall 
and  addresses  were,  given  by  Edward 
E.  Allen,  superintendent  of  the  Perkins 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  South  Boston, 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Kendall  and  Hon.  Morrill 
N;  Drew.  Mr.  Allen  made  some  val- 
uable suggestions  as  to  the  conduct  of 
the  new  institution  for  the  blind  which 
is  to  be  erected  in  Portland  and 
which  is  expected  to  be  in  operation 
next  winter.  Mrs.  Kendall  had  some- 
thing to  say  about  its  scope  and  Mr. 
Drew  told  of  the  work  that  has  been 
accomplished  thus  far  by  the  board  of 
trustees.  The  officers  elected  at  the 
afternoon    meeting    were   as   follows: 


President,  Willis  E.  Trask  of  Chel- 
sea; vice  president,  O.  A.  Nichols  of 
Hallo  well;  secretary,  William  Lynch 
of  Hallo-well;  treasurer,  Miss  Carrie  C. 
Adams  of  Portland;  executive  board, 
AVillis  E.  Trask,  P.  D.  Witham  of 
Skowhegan,  W.  D.  Smith  of  West- 
brook,  Miss  Anna  E.  Spencer  of  East 
Baldwin,  William  J.  Ryan  of  Portland. 

W.  E.  Thompson  of  Portland  and 
Ulysses  S.  Lyons  of  Houlton  were 
elected  active  members  and  the  new 
associate  members  are  Mrs.  Herbert 
Robinson  of  Portland,  Calvin  C.  Knapp 
of  South  Portland  and  Frederick  A. 
Tompson.  Mr.  Trask  presided  in  the 
evening  and  following  a  solo  by  Wil- 
liam  Lynch,    the   principal    speaker 

MR.  ALLEN 
was  introduced.  He  referred  in  the 
beginning  to  a  trip  which  he  took 
about  the  city  yesterday  in  company 
with  Col.  Frederic  E.  Boothby  and 
spoke  of  the  beautiful  view  from  Fort 
Alien  park,  after  which  he  expressed 
his  pleasure  at  the  site  that  had  been 
selected  for  the  institution  for  the 
blind.  He  also  remarked  that  he  had 
examined  the  plans  for  the  building 
and  found  it  was  to  be  unusually  at- 
tractive for  the  purposes  to  which  it 
was  to  be  devoted.  Mr.  Allen  thought 
such  a  structure  should  be  beautiful 
in  order  to  attract  people  who  would 
buy  the  goods  that  the  blhid  produced 
and  again  he  declared  that  people  of 
whom  much  was  to  be  expected  should 
be  surrounded  by  aesthetics,  whether 
they  could  see  or  not.  Though  people 
may  foe  blind  their  education  is  affect- 
ed   by   their    environment. 

Referring  to  the  work  that  is  to  be 
done  in  the  institute  in  Portland  the 
speaker  said  the  blind  pople  are  not 
any  more  alike  than  are  seeing  people 
and  to  say  that  all  blind  people  should 
be  classified  is  a  mistake.  Many 
think  that  blind  people  should  be 
sober  all  the  time,  but  they  reed 
variety  and  pleasures  more  than  any 
other  persons.  The  blind  child  has 
only  one-tenth  the  means  of  acquir- 
ing knowledge  that  the  seeing  child 
has.  The  other  things  must  be  brought 
to  him.  A  number  of  children  may 
be  sent  down  to  Boston  to  be  educat- 
ed in  the  Perkins  institute.  If  they 
are  six  years  of  age  they  go  first  to 
the  kintergarten  department.  Here 
they  are  developed  physically,  morally 
and  mentally,  after  which  they  go 
to  the  primary  department,  and  then 
to  the  grammar  and  high  school  de- 
partment. As  a  rule  every  one  has 
an  opportunity  for  hand  training.  It 
is  intended  that  each  pupil  shall  leave 
the  school  with  some  definite  profes- 
sion or  trade  which  he  or  she  shall 
follow.  It  is  more  difficult  for  a 
blind  person  to  get  on  in  the  world 
than  for  one  who  can  see,  for  two 
reasons.       In    the    first    pla.ee    he    goes 


slowly  and  secondly  he  has  not  the 
opportunities  of  one  who  is  blessed 
with    sight.  It    takes    a   great    deal 

more  courage  to  face  the  world  blind 
than  it  does  with  sight. 

THE  ADULT  BLIND. 
Mr.  Allen  said  that  a  very  small 
proportion  of  the  blind  are  children. 
In  the  State  of  Maine  probably  three- 
fourths  of  the  blind  are  not  of  school 
age.  Probably  half  of  them  are  in- 
valided and  should  remain  at  home. 
Some  of  them  ought  to  go  to  an  in- 
stitution like  that  which  is  to  be 
erected  in  this  city.  There  are  a  whole 
lot  between  the  ages  of  21  and  50  who 
are  anxious  to  do  something.  They  are 
the  people  for  whom  the  trustees  are 
working.  Some  of  the  occupations 
which  can  be  taught  at  the  workshop 
were  mentioned  and  Mr.  Allen  said 
that  the  best  thing  that  the  blind 
found  to  do  in  the  Perkins  institute 
was  making  and  renovating  matresses. 
He  suggested  that  as  few  people  as 
possible  be  brought  to  the  institution. 
Many  people  are  better  off  where  they 
are — at  home.  If  a  man  Is  satisfied 
and  contented  at  home,  let  him  remain 
there.  It  was  not  just  or  right  to 
force  him  away  from  conditions  that 
are  favorable.  There  should  not  be  any 
home  attached  to  the  new  institution, 
but  those  attending  It  should  stay  out- 
side and  pay  their  board  like  other 
working  people.  It  was  not  desirable 
to  create  homes  for  people  between 
18  and  50.  It  was  unnatural  and  un- 
natural results  would  follow.  The 
superintendent  must  be  a  business 
man  above  all  things.  He  should  not 
be  one  who  says.  "I  am  so  Interested 
in  the  blind,"  for  in  that  case  his  heart 
would  be  bigger  than  his  head  and  the 
work  would  go  to  smash.  The  aim  of 
the  workshop  should  be  to  help  the 
blind  to  help  themselves  and  to  show 
the  public  that  they  can  help  them- 
selves. 

OTHER  SPEAKERS. 
Two  or  three  numbers  were  rendered 
by  a  quintet  composed  of  young  men 
from  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  then  Mrs. 
Kendall  spoke.  She  said  that  all  fully 
understood  it  was  not  intended  to  have 
a  second  Perkins  institute  here  in 
Maiae<  That  school  belonged  to  New 
England.  But  there  must  be  a  place 
where  the  mind  and  hand  could  be 
trained.  Mr.  Nichols  of  Hallowell 
gave  a  baritone  horn  solo  and  Mr. 
Drew  spoke,  Howard  Davies,  Esq.,  of 
Yarmouth,  who  was  to  have  'given  an 
address,  not  being  present.  Mr.  Drew 
told  of  the  beginnings  of  the  new  in- 
stitute and  said  that  it  would  prob- 
ably be  in  operation  next  winter.  It 
was  not  Intended  as  an  asylum  for 
the  blind,  but  as  a  place  where  they 
could  come  to  learn  to  earn 
livelihood.  The  meeting  closed  with 
a  solo  by  Mr.  Lynch. 
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FRATERNAL  ASS'N 

OF  THE  BLINIl 
y*7 

At  yesterday  afternoon's  session  of 
the  blind  at  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Hall  the  name 
of  the  association  \  as  changed,  and 
in  the  future  will  be  known  as  the 
Maine  Fraternal  Association  of  the 
Blind,  and  as  such  will  "-  s  incorpor- 
ated. Officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year  and  new  members  were 
elected  to  the  number  of  four.  The  of- 
ficers elected  at  the  afternoon  session 
were: 

President— Willis  E.  Trask  of  Chel- 
sea. 

Vice  President — O.  A.  Nichols  of 
Hallowell. 

Secretary — William  Lynch  of  Hal- 
lowell. 

Treasurer — Miss  Carrie  C.  Adams  of 
Portland. 

Executive  Board:  Willis  E.  Trask,  P. 
D.  Witham  of  Skowhegan,  W.  D.  Smith 
of  Westbrook,  Miss  Anna  E.  Spencer 
ot  East  Baldwin  and  William  J.  Ryan 
of  Portland. 

The  new  members  admitted  were: 
W.  E.  Thompson  of  Portland,  Ulysses 
S.  Lyons  of  Houlton,  Mrs.  Herbert 
Robinson  of  Portland.  Calvia  C.  Knapp 
of  South  Portland  and  Frederick  A. 
Thompson. 

In  the  evening  there  was  a  public 
meeting  in  the  hall  and  addresses  were 
given  by  Edward  E.  Allen,  superin- 
tendent of  the  PerkinsJnstitute  for  the 
Blind,  South  Boston,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Kcn- 
dall  and  Hon.  Morrill  N.  Drew.  Mr. 
Allen  made  some  valuable  suggestions 
as  to  the  conduct  of  the  new  institu- 
tion for  the  blind  which  is  to  be  erect- 
ed in  Portland  and  which  is  expected 
to  be  in  operation  ne:..  Winter.  Mrs. 
Kendall  had  something  to  say  about 
its  scope  and  Mr.  Drew  told  of  the 
work  that  has  been  accomplished  thus 
far  by  the  board  of  trustees. 
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AT  THORNTON 

Resume   of  Excellent   Programme  Enjoyed  by 
Enthusiastic  Audience. 


Before  an  audience  which  filled 
city  hail,  Saco,  to  the  doors  last 
night,  the  cl  is  of  1  908  of  Thornton 
academy,  made  its  final  official' bow 
to  the  public  The  programme  went 
off  with  great  smoothness  and  pre- 
cision and  the  event  will  alwa\ 
remembered  with  pleasure  by  the 
members  of  the  class  of  'OS.  The 
had  been  handsomely,  though 
not  elaborately,  decorated  with 
flower:;,  palms  and  potted  plants  and 
when  the  class  filed  in  and  took  their 
seats  the  stage  presented  a  very 
beautiful  appearance.  The  young  la- 
dies of  the  class  were  handsomely 
gowned  in  white  and  with  the  back- 
ground of  greenery  they  prese 
the  class  colors  of  green  and  white 
most  effectively.  The  young  nun  of 
the  class  sat  in  the  rear  row  and 
were  not  so  conspicuous  by  reason  of 
their  clothes  as  the  young  ladies  but 
are  entitled  to  full  credit  for  furnish- 
ing their   part   toward   the  sidling. 

on     the    stage    were    also    Principal 
Woodbury,    who    bad    charge    of      the 

ceremonies;     Mayor     Weymouth, 
A.    B.    Whitney    of   the    Second    P 


Unitarian  church;  Hon.  Augustus  P. 
Moulton  of  Portland;  Prof.  Daniel  E. 
Owen  of  the  Penn  Charter  school, 
Philadelphia^  Judge  G.  A.  Emery, 
Sumner  C.  Parcher,  I  [any  P. 
land  and  Edmund  E.  Blake  of  Saco 
of  the  board  of  trutees  of  Thornton 
academy;  Superintendent  of  Schools 
J.  H.  Hefllon  of  Saco  and  Messrs. 
Philip  s.  Towle,  George  \V.  Perry 
and  C.  Wallace  Harmon  of  the  school 
board  of  the  city  of  Saco. 

The  exercises  began  promptly  at  S, 
prayer  being  offered  by  Rev.  A.  B. 
Whitney.  After  a  musical  selection 
by  the  orchestra,  Bessie  Margaret 
Cummings  opened  the  exercises  prop- 
er. The'  subject  of  her  essay  was 
"Light  Through   Work." 

Miss  Cummings  began  by  stating 
that  equality  of  opportunity  is  an 
ideal  condition  and  such  .a  condition 
is  only  possible  through  education 
and  work.  The  blessings  of  a  li 
education  are  within  the  reach  of  all 
now.  even  of  some  whom  it  was  not 
thought  possible  to  train  formerly. 
Training  should  be  practical  and  of 
a  kind  to  fit  the  citizen  not  only  !.. 
enjoy  the  pleasures  of  existence  but 
to  become  a  useful  member  of  socier 
iv.  ii  should  be  of  a  kind  which 
will  enable  him  to  make  the  most  of 
himself  and  he  will  then  becon 
useful   citizen. 

At  the  present  time  even  the  blind 
I  -.lined  for  mans-  us.d'urHW*" 
cupations,  and  receiving  a  trai 
in  fact,  which  is  intensely  practical 
so  that  many  blind  people  are  now 
doing  work  in  offices  and  other  places^ 
which  it  wag  thought  at  one  time  ini- 
ible  for    i  hem    to  a<  complish. 

ociations  have  been  formed  for 
the    purpose    of    aiding-      the    blind  ^in 

■;  a  practical  training  "aflUPf^Je 
associations  aided  by  clubs  of  blind 
people  themselves,   have  done   a  great 

of  excellent  work.  The  opening 
up    of   new   possibilities  and    increasing 

apabilities  of  the  blind  and  re- 
lieving them  of  the  terrible  burden 
or  idleness  and  Inefficiency  has  been 
a  great  blessing  to  them  and  brought 
much  Ch(  er,  comfort  and  happiness. 
It  is  in  a  sensed   making  the  blind  see. 


Bessie    M.    <  umniii 


The  development  has  been  along  four- 
principal  tines.  First,  industrially;  ! 
I.  training  thorn  to  use  new; 
senses;  third,  giving  them  the  oppor- 
tunity through  training  of  making 
themselves  independent  and  useful, 
and  fourth,  overcoming  the  prejudice 
of  the  general  public  against  the 
blind  because  they  are  blind.  The 
public  must  be  convinced  that  the 
Wind  may  be  made  capable  and  use- 
ful and  much  attention  is  now  being 
given  to  Ibis  work. 

Foreign"  countries  have  been  in 
advance  of  113  in  this  respect  for  a 
long  time.  In  London  30  per  cent 
of  the  blind  are  at  work  in  useful 
occupation,  while  in  Xew  York  city 
but  one  per  cent  are  so  employed. 
But  better  days  are  coming  for  this 
unfortunate  class.  Several  of  the 
leading  states  of  th  >  Union  have 
taken  the  matter  up  and  organized 
work  is  now  carried  on  in  main-  sec- 
tions. Maine  has  recently  come  into 
line.  The  visit  of  Helen  Keller  to 
Portland,  two  years  ago.  when  she 
gave  an  address  there.  literally 
■  I  tiic  eye  of  people  supposedly 
able  to  see.  A  renewal  interest  was 
taken  in  the  cause  and  the  state  has 
an  appropriation  for  the  work. 
A  lot  has  been  given  on  which  a  state 
institution  is  to  !><•  erected  where  the 
blind  of  our  slate  will  be  trained  and 
made  to  see  i  he  light  through  work. 
;\v  our  interest  in  ibis 
-real  work  and  do  all  we  can  to  help 
i;   along. 
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Bids  for  the  construction  ^5t"  tHe 
work  shop  and  superintendent's  house 
of  the  Institute  of  the  Blind,  which 
were  to  have  been  opened  ^nt  noon  to- 
day will  be  opened  at  noon  Monday 
next  at  the  office  of  Architect  F.  B. 
Tompson  in  the  Y. 
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The  meeting  of  the  building  com- 
mittee of  the  Maine  Institute  for  the 
Blind  which  was  to  be  held  yester- 
day"*' afternoon  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  bids  for  the  constructive  work 
on  the  building  has'  been  postponed, 
and  will  be  held  Monday  afternoon  at 
12  o'clock  in  the  office  of  the  chair- 
man,   Morrill    N.    Drew.  fry  J 
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ALL.    BIDS    REJECTED.  <y    \  $ 

A  meeting  of  the  building  corrfmfttee 
of  the  Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind 
wag  held  Monday  at  Portia***  «t«  tfrgHT 
bids- foe.. tiie  construction  of  the  new 
building  but  as  the  lowest  bidder  was 
higher  than  can  be  paid  out  of  the 
amount  appropriated  by  the  last  legis- 
lature it  was  decided  to  reject  all  bid*. 
Those  present  at  the  meeting  were  Mor- 
rill N.  Drew,  J.  Putnam  Stevens,  Charles 
H.  Randall  and  Architect  F.  A.  Tomp- 
son. New  specification  are  to  be  drawn. 
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FOR  THE   BLIND. 


I 


Contracts   Awarded    Yesterday   for  the 
New   Building. 



I  Proposals  for  building-  the  superin- 
tendent's house  and  workshop  for  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind  were 
opened  and  contracts  were  awarded 
to  the  lowest  bidders.  The  following 
is  a  list  of  the  successful  contractors: 
Mason  work,  N.  E.  Redlon  Co.,  $16,855 
Carpenter  work,  W.  H.  Pollard,  8,402 
Plumbing,   M.   C.   Hutchinson,  '995 

Pleating,   A.   H.   Moulton,  2.090 

Plastering,    Flaherty    Bros.,  1,000 

Sheet   metal   work   and   gravel 

roofing,  Alexander   &   Hersey,     1,875 
Slating,  M.  B.  Bourne  &  Son,  354 


li    0  T  I  IcLYVcL  ,     "WleUUTrv.^  ,     CuY-cfv-S 


10*. 


INSTITUTE    FOR    BLIND. 


Ground    Broken    On    New   Site    Yester« 


day. 


0m  y    g 
was  ItoTc- 


Monday  morning  ground 
en  for  the  new  buildings  of  the  Maine 
Institute  for  the  blind  on  the  site  se- 
lected by  the  trustees.  William  J. 
Ryan,  Portland's  well  known  blind 
man,  who  has  labored  hard  that  the 
buildings  might  be  erected  had  the 
distinction  of  digging  the  first  spade 
full  of  earth. 

The  work  will  be  pushed  along  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  The  new  build- 
ings will  be  built  upon  the  corner  of 
Weymouth  and  Portland  streets.  The 
administration  building  will  face 
Portland  street  and  will  have  amp!" 
frontage  for  lawns,  etc.  In  the  rear  of 
this  building  will  be  the  workshops. 
Should  it  be  necessary  to  enlarge  the 
buildings  at  any  time  there  wi'l  be 
plenty  of  room  to  do  so. 


Those  present  at  the  breaking  ->f 
the  ground  were  Mrs.  E.  M.  Knight, 
Secretary  of  the  conference  of  Cor- 
ham  Dames,  Mrs.  Clark  H.  Barker, 
chairman  of  Conference  of  Gorham 
Dames,  Mr.  William  J.  Ryan,  Mr,  W. 
J.  Lynch  and  the  newspaper  men. 

The  Gorham  Dames  have  taken  a 
great  interest  in  the  work  an1  raised 
the  first  $1,000  by  the  Helen  Keller 
concert  some  time  ago.  At  the  last 
Legislature  the  State  appropriated 
$40,000. 
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Ground    was     broken       in     Portland 

Monday   for   the   new  buildings  of  the 

Maine   Institute   for   the   Blind   on   the 

M 
site  that  was  selected  by  the  trustees. 

William  J.  Ryan,  Portland's  well 
known  blind  man,  and  who  has  labored 
a  great  deal  in  the  interest  of  the 
buildings,  had  the  distinction  of  dig- 
ging the  first  spade  full  of  earth. 
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NSTITUTE   FOR    BLIND. 


Ground    Was 


Broken    For 
ing    Monday. 


New    Build- 


I 


Monday  morning  ground  was  brokt 
on  the  old  city  almshouse  site  for  tho 
construction  of  the  buildings  of  tho 
Maine    Institute   for   tho   Blind. 

William  J.  Ryan,  Portland's  well- 
known  blind  man,  and  who  has  labor- 
i  ed  a  great  deal  in  the  interest  of  the 
buildings,  had  the  distinction  of  dig- 
ging the  first  spadeful  of  earth.  Work 
will  be  continued  as  fast  as  possible 
^hat  the  buildings  may  have  an  early 
completion.  He  was  assisted  by  Wil- 
liam J.  Lynch  of  Portland,  who  is  also 
blind,  he  handling  the  pickaxe  with 
great   proficiency. 

The  buildings  will  be  built  upon  the 
lot  at  the  corner  of  Portland  and  Wey- 
mouth streets.  This  lot  was  formerly 
the  site  of  the  city  poor  farm. 

The  administration  building  will  face 
Portland  street  and  have  a  large  front- 
age with  ample  space  between  the 
street  and  the  building  for  lawns,  etc. 
In  the  rear  of  the  administration  build- 
ing will  be  the  workshop.  This  build- 
ing will  be  ample  size  for  all  present 
requirements.  Should  it  be  necessary 
at  a  future  date  to  enlarge  the  build- 
ings there  is  plenty  of  room   to  do  so. 

Those  present  at  the  breaking  of  the 
ground  were  Mrs.  C.  M.  Knight,  sec> 
retary  of  the  Conference  of  Gorham. 
Dames;  Mrs.  Clark  H.  Barker,  chair- 
man of  the  Conference  of  Gorham 
Dames;  William  J.  Ryan  and  W.  J. 
Lynch.  The  Gorham  Dames  have 
taken  a  great  interest  in  the  buildings 
and  raised  the  first  $1000  by  the  Helen 
Keller  concert  sometime  ago.  The 
State  at  the  last  Legislature  raised 
$40,000   for  tho  buildings. 
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Ground  has  been  broken  in  Portland  for  the  new  building  for 
the  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind.  The  site  is  at  the  corner  of 
Weymouth  aiflTFortland  Streets,  .  The  Administration  Building 
will  face  Portland  street  with  a  large  space  in  front  for  a  lawn.  In 
the  rear  of  the  Administration  Building  will  be  the  workshop  which 
will  be  of  ample  size  for  all  present  requirements.  The  successful 
contractors  are  as  follows:  mason  work,  N.  E.  Redlon  Co.  $16,855; 
carpenter  work,  W.  H.  Pollard,  $8,402;  plumbing,  M.  C.  Hutch- 
inson, $995;  heating,  A.  H.  Moulton,  $2,090;  plastering,  Flaherty 
Bros.,  $1,000;  sheet  metal  work  and  gravel  roofing,  Alexander  & 
Hersey,  $1,875;  slating,  M.  B.  Bourne  &  Son,  $354. 
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INSTITUTION     FOR     BLIND.     * 


Comer   Stone    Will    Be    Laid   at   2.30   p. 
m.  Sept.  9. 

Those  who  are  interested  in  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind  will  be 
glad  to  learn  that  the  corner 'stone  is 
to  be  laid  on  Wednesday,  September 
0,  at  2.30  p.  m.,  at  which  time  there 
will  be  appropriate  exercises  concern- 
ing which  more  detailed  information 
will  be  given  at  a  later  date.  The 
members  of  the  following  organiza- 
tions are  especially  requested  to  be 
present,  viz.  the  corporation  of  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind,  the 
Maine  Fraternal  Association  for  the 
Blind,  the  Gorham  Dames  and  the 
Woman's  Literary  Union.  The  cere- 
mony will  be  public. 
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LAY  CORNER  STONE 


Interesting  Exercises  at  Maine  In- 
stitution for  Blind. 


HON.  MORRILL  N.  DREW  PRESIDES 


Brief  Addresses  Were   Given  by 
William  I  Ryan  and  Others. 


It  must  have  been  a  proud  moment 
for  William  J.  Ryan  yesterday  after- 
noon, when  at  the  laying  of  the  corner- 
stone of  the  Maine  Institution  for  the 
Blind  on  Portland  street,  near  Wey- 
mouth, he  placed  in  position  the  tin 
box  that  is  to  rest  'beneath  the  stone  so 
long  as  the  building  shall  stand.  And  it 
must  have  been  very  gratifying  to  him. 
also,  to  listen  to  the  expressions  of  ap- 
preciation of  his  work  on  behalf  of  the 
craft  shop  by  others  who  participated 
in  the  exercises.  Certainly  he  deserved 
every  one  of  the  nice  things  that  were 
said  about  him,  since  the  institution 
had  its  inception  with  him,  and  as 
•Hon.  Morrill  N.  Drew  said  in  conclud- 
ing his  brief  address,  if  each  one  of  us 
could  leave  such  a  noble  monument 
behind,  we  could  feel  that  our  race  was 
well  run. 

The  exercises  were  well  attended  anu 
the  speakers  in  addition  to  Mr.  Drew 
were  Mr.  Ryan,  President  Trask  of  the 
State  association  for  the  blind,  William 
Lynch    and    Mrs.      Clark     Barker,      to 


whom  no  small  measure  of  the  suc- 
cess achieved  is  due  because  of  her  ef- 
forts to  interest  the  club  women  of 
the  city.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev. 
William  H.  Pultz.  Among  the  trustees 
present  were:  Hon.  Morrill  N.  Drew, 
Col.  Frederic  E.  Boothby,  J.  Putnam 
Stevens.  Hon.  Charles  H.  Randall, 
Hon.  Charles  M.  Moses,  William  J. 
Ryan  and  William  Lynch.  In  the  box 
that  was  placed  under  the  stone  were 
a  list  of  the  charter  members,  a  list 
of  the  present  officers  and  trustees,  a 
copy  of  the  bill  that  was  presented  to 
the  Legislature,  copies  of  the  daily 
papers,  some  old  coins,  photograph  of 
Miss  Helen  Keller,  list  of  members  of 
the  Gorham  Dames. 

Mr.  Drew  called  the  assemblage  to 
order  shortly  before  three  o'clock  and 
prayer  was  offered  by  Mr.  Fultz,  after 
which  Mr.  Drew  spoke  for  a  few  min- 
utes, saying  in  part:  "I  have  no  set 
address  or  speech  to  deliver  at  this, 
time.  I  wish,  however,  to  give  a  brief 
history  of  the  movement  that  results 
in  the  erection  of  these  beautiful  build- 
ings. I  have  been  connected  with  the 
movement  for  some  time,  but  it  had 
its  inception  with  Mr.  Ryan.  To  him 
is  clue  the  credit  for  these  magnificent 
results.  He  started  with  a  subscrip- 
tion paper  in  a  feeble  way  and  got 
$2000.  Then  followed  the  legal  organ- 
ization and  Mr.  Ryan  was  assisted  by 
Clark  H.  Baker,  who  was  much  inter- 
ested in  the  movement.  When  he  died 
his  widow  took  the  matter  up  and  she 
succeeded  in  interesting  many  of  the 
clubs  in  the  city.  We  are  especially  in- 
debted to  the  Gorham  Dames.  Finally 
we  got  the  noble  Helen  Keller  here  and 
her  presence  and  splendid  address  in- 
spired us.  We  went  to  the  Legislature 
and  got  $40,000,  and  I  wish  to  extend 
the  thanks  of  the  institution  to  th<* 
members  from  this  city  and  county 
and  to  the  senators  from  this  county 
for  their  aid.  The  city  donated  a  lot 
of  land,  but  it  did  not  meet  our  needs 
and  so  the  present  city  government 
made  a  generous  exchange  whereby 
we  got  this  lot.  I  wish  to  extend  our 
thanks  to  the  present  city  government 
and  the  last  also.  Today  we  have  met 
on  a  very  pleasant  occasion,  to  lay  the 
corner  stone  of  the  institution,  and 
Mr.  Ryan  in  his  great  enthusiasm  is 
responsible  for  it.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  must  be  the  proudest  moment  of 
his  life.  He  has  accomplished  much. 
If  each  of  us  could  do  as  much  as  he 
and  leave  such  a  noble  monument  be- 
hind, we  oould  feel  that  our  race  had 
been  well  run.'' 


At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Drew's  re- 
marks  Mr.    Ryan    laid    the   box    in    its 

Place  and  the  stone  was  lowered  upon 
it  some  of  the  blind  men  on  the  plat- 
form spreading  the  mortar  with  a 
trowel.  President  Trask  spoke  for  a 
few  minutes,  saying:  "I  feel  safe  in 
voicing  the  opinions  of  the  members 
of  the  association  in  thanking  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  and  city  for  the  as- 
sistance which  they  have  given  us.  We 
realize  that  today  is  a  red  letter  day 
for  the  blind  people  of  Maine.  We  are 
proud  to  recognize  Mr.  Ryan  as  a 
member.  He  founded  this  institution 
and  we  know  that  in  the  future  the 
people  will  be  rewarded  by  the  work 
that  we  turn  out." 

Mr.  Ryan,  who  was  visibly  overcome 
by  the  many  kind  words  in  his  behalf, 
spoke  briefly,  and  Mr.  Lynch,  the  sec- 
retary of  the  association,  followed.  He 
said  in  part:  "This  is  an  epoch  mak- 
ing day  in  the  care  of  the  blind.  It  is 
only  within  the  past  20  years  that  the 
public  has  begun  to  realize  that  the 
blind  are  not  a  helpless  class.  People 
have  begun  to  realize  that  the  blind 
can  step  out  into  the  world  and  do 
work  side  by  side  with  those  who  can 
see.  It  is  true  that  the  rest  of  the 
country  looks  to  this  corner  of  the  na- 
tion, and  it  is  fitting  that  in  the  home 
city  of  Thomas  Brackett  Reed  and 
Henry  W.  Longfellow  should  be  the 
inception  of  this  institution.  Our  State 
has  the  reputation  of  being  conserva- 
tive. The  people  think  a  matter  over 
and  when  they  act,  they  act  right.  We 
have  waited  six  years  for  the  building, 
but  we  have  been  amply  compensated 
by  the  structures  which  have  been 
started  here.  Maine  has  been  behind 
other  states  in  dealing  with  the  blind, 
J  but  I  believe  the  day  will  come  when 
i  others  will  come  here  to  learn  from  us. 
We  are  proud  to  be  here  at  the  laying 
of  the  corner  stone  of  this  institution. 
It  will  be  a  blessing  to  the  people  as 
long  as  time  shall  last." 

Mrs.  Clark  H.  Barker  was  introduced 
•by  Mr.  Drew,  and  she  said  that  it  was 
not  only  a  pleasure  but  an  honor  to 
bo  one  of  the  Gorham  Dames,  who  had  ( 
done  so  much  for  the  institution.  She 
read  the  address  which  Helen  Keller 
recently  delivered  at  the  dedication  of 
the  craft  shop  at  Manchester-by-the- 
Sea.  Mr.  Drew  then  thanked  all  for 
their  presence  and  wished  them  to 
bear  in  mind  that  the  institution  was 
still  in  need  of  their  prayers  and  help 
in  the  future.  The  foundations  of  the 
two  buildings  are  practically  com- 
pleted, and  work  is  progressing  rapid- 
ly. 
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Laid    Cornerstone   for   Institute  [ 

The  cornerstone  for  the  new  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blij*d  at  tPortland  was 
placed  in  position  Thursday  afternoon 
with  appropriate  exercises  by  William 
J.  Ryan  who  has  worked  with  untiring 
efforts  for  the  success  of  the  institution. 
Among  those  present  to  take  part  in 
the  exercises  were  Hon.  Morrill  N. 
Drew,  Col.  Frederick  E.  'Booth by,  .1. 
Putnam  Stevens.  Hon.  Charles  II.  Ran- 
dall, Hon.  Charles  M.  Moses.  William 
J.  Ryan,  William  Lynch  and  Mrs.  Clark 
Barker  of  the  Gorham  Dames.  Mr. 
Drew  talked  for  a  few  moments  on  the 
work  of  Mr.  Ryan  in  behalf  of  the  blind, 
starting  in  with  a  subscription  paper  and 
finally  getting  an  appropriation  from  the 
state' of  $40,000.  Mr.  Lynch  responded 
in  -behalf  of  the  blind.  Mrs.  Barker 
also  made  a  short  address.  In  the  tin 
box  were  placed  the  list  of  the  charter 
members,  a  list  of  the  present  officers 
and  trustees,  a  copy  of  the  ;bill  tliat  Nvas 
presented  to  the  legislature,  copies  of 
Die  daily  oapers.  some  old  coins,  photo- 
raph  of  Miss  Helen  Keller,  list  of  mem- 
bers  of  the   Gorham   Dames. 
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That     for    the     Blind    of 
Maine  Was  Laid  This 

Afternoon. 


APPROPRIATE    EXERCISES 


Blind  of    the    State   Ma> 
Here  Receive  Indus- 
trial Education. 


A  large  crowd  was  present  at  th<3 
laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  Maine 
Institution  for  ♦fr*-  Fti'ifl^  at  2.30  this 
afternoon.  Approriate  exercises  were 
conducted  by  the  members  of  the 
Maine  Fraternal  association  for  the 
Blind,  and  the  members  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  Maine  Institution  for  the 
Blind.  The  Gorham  Dames  were  pres- 
ent, as  were  the  members  of  th-3 
Women's  Literary  Union,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  association. 

The  Maine  Fraternal  Association  for 
the  Blind  was  founded  in  1803,  June  16, 
and  at  that  time  the  following  officers 
were  elcted:  president,  William  Lynch; 
secretary,  William  J.  Ryan;  treasurer, 
Carrie  C.  Adams.  The  corporation, 
formed    June   26,    1905,    and    since    then 


has  done  much  towad  the  success  of 
the  association.  The  present  officers  of 
the  corporation  are:  president,  Morril 
N.  Drew,  Portland;  vice  president,  F. 
E.  Boothby,  Portland;  clerk,  William 
J.  Ryan,  Portland;  treasurer,  J.  C. 
Knapp,  South  Portland.  The  present 
officers  of  the  association  are:  presi- 
dent, W.  E.  Trask,  Chelsea;  vice 
president,  O.  A.  Nichols,  Hallowe'l; 
secretary,  William  Lynch,  Portland; 
treasurer,  Carrie  C.  Adams,  Portland. 
The  institution  is  endowed  by  the 
State  of  Maine,  and  as  soon  as  the  Dew 
building-  is  finished  it  will  be  used  for 
he  education  of  the  hlind  of  this  state. 
Vluch  credit  for  the  success  of  the  or- 
ganization is  due  the  members  of  the 
:orporation  and  association,  which 
)odies  have  worked  together  for  the 
esult,  which  will  be  of  great  benefit  as 
in  educational  institution  for  blind 
ihildren  and  older  persons. 

The  advisory  committee  consists  of 
Vtrs.  Clark  H.  Barker,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Ken- 
lall,  Miss  Helen  Keller,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the   Grorham   Dames. 
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Those  who  are  interested  in  the  Maine 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  now  in  process  of 
erection  in  Portland,  will  be  glad  to  learn 
that  the  corner  stone  is  to  be  laid  on 
Wednesday,  Sept.  9,  at  2.30  p.  m.,  at 
which  time  there  will  be  appropriate  exer- 
cises. 
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INSTITUTE    FOR    BLIND. 

Cornerstone    Laid      With      Appropriate 
Exercises  Yesterday. 

The  cornerstone  for  the  new  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blind  was  placed  In 
position  yesterday  afternoon  with  ap- 
propriate* exercises  by  William  J.  Ry- 
an who  has  worked  with  untiring  ef- 
forts for  the  success  of  the  institu- 
tion. 

Among  those  present  to  take  part  in 
the  exercises  were  Hon.  Morrill  N. 
Drew,  Col.  Frederick  E.  Boothby,  J. 
Putnam  Stevens,  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Randall,  Hon.  Charles  M.  Moses,  Wil- 
liam J.  Ryan,  William  Lynch  and  Mrs. 
Clark  Barker  of  the  Gorham  Dames. 

Mr.  Drew  talked  for  a  few  moments 
on  the  work  of  Mr.  Ryan  in  behalf  of 
the  blind,  starting  in  with  a  subscrip- 
tion paper  and  finally  getting  an  ap- 
propriation from  the  State  of  $40,000. 

Mr.  Lynch  responded  in  behalf  of 
the  blind  and  thanked  those  who  had 
interested  themselves  in  the  work. 
Mrs.  Barker  also  made  a  short  ad- 
dress. 

In  the  tin  box  were  placed  the  list 
of  the  charter  members,  a  list  of  the 
present  officers  and  trustees,  a  copy 
#4  the  bill  that  was  presented  to  the 
Legislature,  copies  of  the  daily  papers, 
some  old  coins,  photograph  of  Miss 
Helen  Keller,  list  of  members  of  the 
Gorham  Dames. 
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BLIND  GIVE  CONCERT. 

Musical  Entertainment  For  GoocT  Pur- 
pose Comes  Oct.  8. 
The  Maine  Fraternal  association  of 
the  Blind,  and  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  may  seem  to  some  per- 
sons to  be  two  separate  societies,  and, 
although  they  are  independent,  they 
both  work  harmoniously  together  to 
accomplish  the  same  purpose,  namely, 
to  help  the  sightless,  not  only  those 
now  living  in  the  State  of  Maine,  but 
also  those  who  in  the  future  may  be 
afflicted  like  them. 

The  Institutional  buildings  are  to  be 
for  manual  training,  as  well  as  foi 
the  mental  studies,  both  of  which  th( 
sightless  people  have  shown  them 
selves  to  be  capable  of  attaining.  Af 
ter  the  buildings  are  completed  anc 
opened  to  the  public  any  person  ma: 
visit  the  school  where  they  will  se< 
the  sightless,  old-  and  young  enjoying 
themselves  in  the  labor  they  are  en 
gaged  in,  and  by  which  they  intenc 
to  maintain  themselves  and,  further 
help  those  who  may  be  in  need  of  as- 
sistance. 

To    help   on    the    work   and    give   en- 
couragement William  J.   Ryan  will  In- 
vite the  public  to  another  of  the  con- 
certs,   vocal    and    instrumental,    whicr 
will  be  given  at  K^zschmar  hall,  Oct. 
8,  a  notice  of  which  will  appear  in  the 
daily  papers,  also  the  price  of  tickets. 
Let  there   be   a   large   and  apprecia- 
tive  audience   for   the   further  encour- 
agement   of   Mr.    Ryan    and    the   cause 
he  so  ably  represents.  Tickets   will    be 
^•fe,   sale    for    this    concert    Oct.    5    at 
Cressey   &    Allan's,        , 
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Shakespearean     Lecture     Recitals. 

Dr.  Edgar  C.  Abbott  of  Boston,  has 
been  engaged  to  give  a  course  of  three 
lecture  recitals  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Maine  Industrial  School  for  the  Blind. 
The  course  will  be  given  in  the  Ball 
Room  of  the  Lafayette  Hotel.  Junffis 
Caesar,  Monday  evening,  Nov.  16th; 
The  Tempest,  Friday  evening,  Nov. 
20th;  Macbeth,  Friday  evening,  Dec. 
4th.  Dr.  Abbott  has  given  2,000 
Shakespearean  lectures  in  the  larger 
American  cities  and  before  the  leading 
colleges,  and  is  now  giving  his  sixth 
course  in  Cambridge,  Mass.  He  not 
only  recites  the  principal  scenes  of  the 
great  plays  with  fine  dramatic  power, 
but  also  gives  a  scholarly  interpreta- 
tion of  the  underlying  thought  and 
philosophy  of  the  play,  and  brings  out 
clearly  the  meaning  of  every  line  he 
recites. 

Mrs.  Clark  Barker,  Mrs.  Elmer  Max- 
well Knight  and  Mrs.  H.  H.  Kendall 
are  the  committee  securing  Dr.  Ab- 
bott. The  course  is  to  be  by  sub- 
scription and  it  appeals  strongly  to 
the- lovers  of  Shakespeare  and  to  our 
citizens  interested  in  this  noble  char- 
ity. 
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SHAKESPEARIAN    RECITAL." 


Given   At    Lafayette      For     Benefit     <£ 
School    For   Blind. 

The  opening  Shakespearian  recital 
of  a  series  of  three  was  held  last 
night  at  the  Lafayette  hotel  before  200 
people  for  the  benefit  of  the  new  in- 
stitution for  the  blind.  Dr.  Edgar  C. 
Abbott  of  Boston  was  the  speaker  and 
he  had  for  subject  "Julius  Caesar." 
He  had  a  very  appreciative  audience 
and  he  was  frequently  applauded.  He 
will  give  the  second  recital  next  Fri- 
day night  at  the  Lafayette  and  will 
have  for  a  subject  "The  Tempest.''  He 
is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  best 
Shakespearian  scholars  who  has  vis- 
ited here  and  his  rendition  last  night 
was  superb.  He  has  been  engaged  in 
these  recitals  for  the  past  20  years 
and  has  gained  over  $50,000  for 
charities. 
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Work  is  progressing  rapidly  on  the  new  buiiding  f  jr  the  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blind  on  the  corner  of  Portland  and  Weymouth 
streets,  Portland.  The  work  shop  has  its  walls  all  completed 
and  its  roof  and  a  system  of  heating  and  plumbing  is  being 
installed.  The  superintendent's  house  is  being  lathed  and  a 
system  of  heating  by  steam  being  put  in.  It  will  take  about 
two  weeks  longer  to  complete  this  building  than  the  workshop. 
The  workshop  is  of  what  is  called  mill  construction  and  it  has 
been  well  built.  Columns  run  from  the  foundation  to  the 
roof,  and  the  hallway  has  steel  stairways  and  concrete  floors 
and  separated  by  a  brick  wall. 
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MAINE'S  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

rsAucture  Being   Erected  at  Portland  as   It  Now  Appears. 
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BLIND  MAN  GETS 
SCHOOLJR M 

Ryan  of  Portland  Now  Asking 
Legislators  to  Vote  $15,- 
000  a  Year  to  Support  It. 

INSTITUTION  NEARLY 

READY  FOR  OPENING 


Remarkable  Work  by  One  of 
Afflicted  to  Teach  Others 
Self-Support. 


[Special  Dispatch  to  the  Sunday  Herald.] 
PORTLAND,  Dec.  12— The  Maine 
School  for  the  Blind,  now  nearing  com- 
pletion on  Portland  street,  has  resulted 
from  the  work  of  a  blind  man,  William 
J.  Ryan  of  this  city. 


William  J.  Ryan, 

Blind  Man  Who  Brought  About  School 

for  Those  Similarly  Afflicted. 


Any  man  might  be  proud  of  such  an 
accomplishment,  the  awakening  of  a 
state  to  its  obligations  to  the  blind  and 
the  securing  of  an  appropriation  and 
the  raising  of  a  fund  large  enough  to 
establish  a  sciiool  for  the  dependent; 
but  for  a  man  himself  afflicted  with 
blindness,  to  travel  thousands  of  miles 
alone,  to  interview  hundreds  of  the 
leaulng  men  and  women  of  U1e  state, 
to  address  legislative  committees  and 
finally  to  bring  about  the  erection  of 
buildings  for  a  school  for  the  afflicted, 
seems  to  Maine  people  to  be  a  remark- 
able  thing. 

Ryan    has   been    blind    from    childhood. 
His    people    wer?    poor    and    what    little 
education    he   obtained   has   been    d 
the    patience    and    through    the   ey< 
of  other  people.     From  boyhood   be 
supported"  himself.     The   boy,  over-sensi- 
tive because  of  his  affliction. 
shrunk   from    accepting   help   from   I 
who  would  have  helped  him.     He  wa 
to  earn   his  own  living,   to  be  like  other 
men  and  feel  Independent. 


So  he  began  selling  articles  about  the 
streets  of  Portland.  He  learned  to  find 
his  way  about,  using  a  cane  and  with- 
out assistance.  He  has  never  met  with 
a  serious  accident.  Ryan  dodges  across 
a  crowded  street,  avoiding  teams,  auto- 
mobiles, street  cars  and  pedestrians,  and 
seems  to  have  a  wonderful  instinct 
which  tells   him   when    he   is  in  danger. 

Year  after  year  he  went  alone  about 
the  streets,  into  buildings,  up  and  down 
elevators  and  into  officef,  making  calls 
everywhere  and  becoming  acquainted 
with  people  of  all  kinds,  not  from  see- 
ing them,  but  from  hearing  their  voices. 
Today  in  Portland  he  knows  thousands 
of  men  and  women,  more  than  many 
men  who  have  good  eyesight  know, 
and  upon  hearing  them  speak  he  at  once 
calls  them  by  name.  Nor  does  Ryan 
forget  the  voice  of  a  person  he  has  once 
met.  When  he  hears  it  again  after  a 
long  interval  he  places  it  at  once  and 
speaks  the  name. 

The  blind  man  keeps  posted  on  current 
events  and  is  well  informed.  He  has  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  politics  and  a 
wide  acquaintance  among  the  politi- 
cians of  the  state.  About  20  years  ago, 
he  began  selling  an  almanac.  With  a 
large  bag  on  his  back  and  a  staff  in  his 
hand,  wearing  a  uniform  which  he  de- 
vised himself,  he  started  out  to  journey 
through  the  state. 

He  visited  hundreds  of  towns,  finding 
his  way  about  all  of  -them,  getting  ac- 
quainted with  the  business  men  and 
people  and  selling  thousands  of  the  little 
books.  He  knows  all  the  larger  cities 
and  towns  better  than  many  men  in 
the  state,  although  he  has  never  seen 
■flpe  nf  them.  He  knows  their  crooked 
streerav  the  short  cuts  and  where  the 
lar^e  places  of  business  are. 

Everywhere  he  woait  Ryan  talked 
about  the  blind,  and  interested  people  in 
them  and  their  needs.  He  became  fa- 
miliar with  what  other  states  were  doing 
for  the*  blind,  and  took  every  opportu- 
nity to  press  home  to  the  people  of  the 
state  of  Maine  the  fact  that  the  men  and 
women  afflicted  as  he  is  wero  being  neg- 
lected. It  took  years  of  labor  to  awaken 
the  conscience  of  the  people  of  Maine, 
but  finally  Ryan  succeeded  in  doing  it. 
He  enlisted  the  influence  of  many  of 
Maine's  leading  men  and  women.  He 
kept  these  informed  of  what  he>  was  ac- 
complishing, discussed  his  progress  with 
them,  and  saw  to  it  that  they  did  not 
lay  aside  his  particular  aim. 

To  politicians  everywhere  he  became* 
as  well  known  as  he  is  to  many  Port- 
land people.  They  learned  to  like  the 
man  first,  than  to  become  interested  in 
his  project,  and  finally  to  enlist  with 
him  in  the  cause.  Little  societies  were 
organized  here  and  there  throughout 
Maine.  Ryan  keeping  them  all  actively 
at  work  by  correspondence  and  by  mak- 
ing them  frequent  visits. 

He  secured  petitions  signed  by  thou- 
sands for  the  establishment  of  a  school 
for  the*  blind.  He  circulated  a  subscrip- 
tion paper  and  collected  money  for  the 
purpose,  and  after  many  failures  the 
Legislature,  two  years  ago,  appropriated 
$40,000  as  a  beginning  for  the  school  for 
the,  blind. 


But  this  was  not  enough  money  to 
accomplish  what  Ryan  had  started  to 
bring  about.  The  blind  man  appealed  to 
the  city  of  Portland,  and  the  city  council 
finally  voted  to  give  a  site  for  the  school. 
It  required  much  work  on  the  part  of 
the  blind  man  to  bring  this  about.  He 
had  to  vi.cit  a  great  many  people  to  in- 
terest them  in  the  undertaking  and  tc 
overcome  many  obstacles,  but  flnallj 
the  site  was  given,  and  one  of  the  best 
to  be  obtained  in  the  city. 

Two  buildings  have  been  erected  which 
will  cost  $50,000.  They  are  of  brick  and 
fireproof  construction.  One  will  be  used 
as  a  workshop  and  the  other  for  the 
superintendent's  house  and  the  living 
quarters  for  students. 

In  the  workshop  it  is  proposed  to  teach 
the  blind  to  earn  their  own  living.  There 
arp^manv  things  the  blind  can  do  weii, 
jffnd  every  blind  person  in  Maine  wbo 
wants  to  learn  how  to  work  will  be 
given  an  opportunity  when  the  school  is 
opened.  The  making  of  brooms,  weav- 
ing, mattress  and  chair  making  and 
many  other  things  of  the  sort  are  to  be 
taught  there. 

The  institute  will  be  under  capable 
management.  An  efficient  corps  of  in- 
structors will  be  obtained  and  the  work- 
shop will  be  equipped  with  the  most 
modern  machinery. 

Just  how  much  money  will  be  required 
to  maintain  the  institute  cannot  bi: 
known  until  it  has  been  in  operation  .a. 
year.  There  are  said  to  be  between  700 
and  800  blind  people  in  the  state.  Many 
of  them  are  too  old  to  learn  to  work  and 
the  institute  will  only  have  to  do  with 
those  who  are  of  the  proper  age  and  can 
the  most  readily  acquire  the  trades  to  be 
taught  at  the  school. 

It  is  thought  the  Legislature,  wnich 
convenes  in  January,  will  be  asked 
to  make  an  appropriation  of  $15,000  a 
year  for  two  years,  after  which  time, 
it  is  thought,  the  expense  may  be  ma- 
terially reduced,  as  soon  as  the  insti- 
tute begins  to  produce  something  for 
itself. 

Ryan  has  accomplished  all  of  this 
for  the  afflicted  of  Maine.  Even  men 
like  Morrill  N.  Drew,  who  has  helped 
him  in  every  way.  and  those  who 
nave  done  everything  they  could  to 
bring  about  the  establishment  of  this 
school,  say  Ryan  was  the  one  man 
vho    made    the    institute   possible. 

The  blind  man  has  not  completed 
lis  work  yet.  He  Is  now  on  a  tour 
>f  the  state,  selling  his  wares  to  sup- 
port himself  and  talking  up  the  needs 
>f  his  institution.  lie  will  see  near- 
y  every  man  who  has  been  elected 
o  the  Legislature  before  it  convenes, 
md  when  thev  do  go  to  Augusta  they 
vill  be  committed  to  helping  the  in- 
ititute  of  the  blind,  no  matter  what 
>ther  demands  are  made  upon  them 
or   similar   institutions. 

Ryan  is  not  only  a  hard  and  con- 
itant  worker,  but  he  has  helped  many 
)ther  men  and  women  who  are  af- 
licted  and  who  are  less  self-reliant 
han  himself.  He  is  an  excellent  mu- 
sician and  plays  several  instruments 
veil  memorizing  all  the  music  that 
trikes  his  fancy  and  learning  to 
)lA|f  many  pieces  as  well  asa  person 
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MAINE   INSTITUTE   FOR   BLIND.  ' 

Officers  Elected  at  the  Annual  Meeting 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Maine  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind  was  held  Thurs- 
day afternoon  at  the  offices  of  Verrill. 
Hale  &  Booth,  191  Middle  street,  and 
the  following  officers  were  elected  for 
the    ensuing   year: 

President,  Hon.  Morrill  N.  Drew;  vice 
presidents,  Col.  Federic  E.  Bootnby  and 
Hon.  Charles  H.  Randall;  clerk,  J.  Cal- 
vin Knapp;  treasurer,  Harry  Butler. 
There  were  three  changes  in  the  board 
of    directors. 

Alex  Hagerthy  of  Ellsworth,  Eindley 
M.  Staples  of  Washington  and  Hon. 
Albert  A.  Burleigh  of  Houlton  declined 
re-election  and  Mrs.  Harriet  Robie 
Barker,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Kendall  and  Mrs. 
Eleanor  Maxwell  Knignt  were  elected 
to  fill  the  vacancies.  The  new  board 
elected    is    as    follows: 

J.  Calvin  Knapp.  South  Portland;  Mor- 
rill N.  Drew,  Portland;  Joshua  E.  Cham- 
berlain, Brunswick;  Frederic  E.  Bootn- 
by. Portland;  Charles  M.  Moses,  Saco; 
Charles  H.  Randall.  Portland;  Benjamin 
Thompson.  Portland;  Thomas  H.  Phair, 
Presque  Isle:  Lyman  Couseris.  Portland; 
Harry  Butler.  Portland.^  George  IE 
Eaton,  Calais;  J.  Putnam  Stevens,  Port- 
land; William  Lynch.  William  J.  Ryan, 
Portland:  Hon.  O.  G.  Weeks,  Fairfield; 
Hon.  William  T.  Haines,  Waterville; 
Jonn  P.  Swasey.  Canton;  Hon.  Joseph  B. 
Peaks,  Dover.  W.  B.  Skelton,  Lewiston; 
P.  H.  Gilien,  Bangor;  Hon.  C.  N.  Blanch- 
ard,  Wilton;  Hon.  Albert  H.  Shaw,  Bath; 
Mrs.  Harriet  Robie  Barker,  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Kendall.  Mrs.  Eleanor  Maxwell  Knight. 
Portland. 
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INSTITUTE    FOR   BLIN^ 


Officers    Elected     at     Annual      Meeting 
Yesterday. 



The  annual  meeting  of  the  directors 
of  the  Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind 
was  held  Thursday  afternoon  at  191  Mj 
Middle  street  and  the  following  officers 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  President, 
Hon.  Morrill  N.  Drew;  vice  presidents, 
Col.  F.  E.  Boothby  and  Hon.  Charles 
H.  Randall;  clerk,  J.  Calvin  Knapp; 
treasurer,  Harry   Butler; 

The  same,  board  of  26  directors  was 
chosen  for  the  ensuing  year. 
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The  annual  meeting  of  the  directors 
of  the  Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind 
will  be  held  this  afternoon  at  2  o'clock 
at  191%  Middle  street.  The  reports 
of  the  officers  are  to  be  presented  and 
officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year. 
The  call  for  the  meeting  is  being  sent 
out  by  the  clerk  of  the  corporation 
J.    Calvin  Knapp. 
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IMPORTANT    HEARING. 


State   Institution  for  Blin 
sidered   Wed 


lie  Con- 


3lindjtt. 
nesda/*mternoon.  - 

n    bill    13,  'vftiich   Co 


The  hearing  on  bin  13,  wmcn  con- 
tains the  resolve  asking  for  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind  which  has  its  plant  for 
the  industrial  training  of  the  adult 
blind  well  under  way  in  this  city,  will 
take  place  Wednesday  afternoon  at  2 
o'clock  in  the  Senate  chamber  at  the 
State  house  In  Augusta,  before  the 
committee  on  appropriations  and 
financial  affairs. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  friends  of 
the  institution  will  go  down  on  the  11 
o'clock  train  on  that  day,  which  ar- 
rives there  in  time  to  be  present  on 
this  occasion.  It  is  hoped  that  every 
one  who  can  possibly  do  ;  ~>  will  make 
a  special  effort  to  be  there  at  this  time, 
for  the  necessity  for  iunds  is  impera- 
tive. As  one  of  those  interested  has 
said,  "Here  is  a  child  of  the  State  and 
now  it  must  be  clothed,"  and  while  it 
has  been  most  carefully  considered  by 
competent  judges  the  question  of  how 
much  money  is  a  vital  one  and  all 
help  which  can  be  rendered  by  those 
who  have  the  matter  at  heart  should 
m  cheerfully  given. 
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Resolve    in    favor   of    the    Maine    In- 
stitution for  the  Blind. 
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AUGUSTA,  Fob.  10.  (Special  to  the  EXPRESS.)— The  first  schedule  of 
approvals  of  expenditures  has  been  compiled  by  Leroy  F.  Sanborn  of  Portland 
arid'  contains  the  following-  data  of  interest  to  Portland: 

Amount  asked.  Approved  by  Governor. 

Petitioners.  1909.       3  910.       Total.        1909.          1910.       Total. 

Maine   Institute   for   Blind $15,000    $15,000  $30,000 

Maine 'Schoolf  or  Deaf. $21,300    $17,500  $39,000 

Children's    Aid    Society 4.500        1.500  6,000     — 

Children's  Heart  Work  Society     2,000        2,000  4.000     

Children's  Hospital    45,000      10,000  55,000     , 

Children's   Protective   Society..         750           750  1,500     ■ 

Holy  Innocents   Home... 2,500        2.500  5.000     

Maine  Eye  and  Ear  Society...      5,000^     5,000  10,000 . 

Maine    General    22.000      10.000  32,000     . 

Home  for  Friendless  Boys 2,000        2,000  4.000     

St.  Elizabeth's   Orphanage 2,500        2,500  5,000     : — . 

Temporary   Home 3,500        3,500  7,000 

Totals $108,250    $54,250  $162,500    $18,500     $18,500    $37,000 
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THE   SCHOOL   FOR  THE   BLIND. 

The  state  of  Maine  has  recently 
gor.e  i  retty  extensively  into  the  build- 
ing business  in  Portland.  Tfil/flielv 
ibuihling  for  the  Maine  Schoorfor  tie 
Deaf  on  Spring-  street  was  completed 
sometime  ago  and  does  not  strictly 
speaking  come  within  the  scope  of  this 
article  but,  the  buildings  for  the 
Haine  school  for  the  Blind  are  still 
in  process  of  construction.  They  have 
reached  a  point  where  only  a  small 
amount  of  inside  work  remains  to  be 
clone,  after  which  the  manual  training 
equipment  will  be  installed.  The  main 
ibullding  is  not  architecturally  elabo- 
rate but  it  is  excellently  adapted  for 
Its  purposes  and,  together  with  the 
nearby  dwelling  for  the  superintend- 
ent, will  cost  $45,000.  It  is  for  manu- 
al training  purposes  only  and  contains 
Tour  large  rooms  which  will  be 
equipped  with  the  best  mechanical  ap- 
paratus available.  There  is  no  dormi- 
tory for  the  students  as  many  have 
thought  there  would  be,  and  no  branch 
of  education  other  than  manual  train- 
ing-, Is  provided  for.  The  buildings  are 
expected  to  be  ready  for  occupancy  in 
June. 
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The  same  afternoon  the  membfi 
the  Savoir  Faire  club  met  at  the  Co- 
lumbia parlors  whore  the  annual  re- 
ports were  made  and  the  election  of  of- 
ficers took  place.  The  treasurer  stat- 
ed that  there  is  now  in  the  bank  $124 
for  the  Maine  Institution  for  the  J 
which  makes  the  sum  rais< 
clubs  for  this  purpose  over  $1809.  It 
lias  been  the  aim  of  those'  who  have 
been  interested  to  make  this  fund  reach 
$2,000  and  it  looks  now  as  if  this 
would  be  realized.  The  president 
chosen  was  Mrs.  John  F.  Home;  vice- 
president,  Mrs.  Geo.  P.  Thomas;  secre- 
tary, Mrs.  Newton  Stanley;  treasurer, 
Mrs.  F.  W.  York.  The  program  was 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  officers,  each 
member  choosing-  her  own  subject.  The 
ladies  were  joined  by  their  husbands 
and  dinner  was  served  at  six  o'clock  at 
tables  decorated  with  jonquils  and  aft- 
er finishing  dessert  the  entire  party  of 
15  went  to  Keith's.  There  will  be  an 
outing  each  month  during  the  summer 
at  the  homes  of  the  members,  the  first 
coming  June  10th,  at  the  cottage  of 
Mrs.    A.    A.    Kendall,    Great    Diamond, 
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DIRECTORS  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

A  full  meeting  of  the  directors  of 
the  Maine  institute  for  the  Blind  is 
called  for  Wednesday  afternoon  at 
2.30  at  the  U.  S.  Trust  Co.  office  for 
discussion  of  the  new  superintendent 
and  other  important  business.  Signed, 
J.  Calvin  Knapp,  clerk. 
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DID  GOOD  WORK.     '  | 

Untiring  Efforts  of  W.  J.  Ryan  For  the 
M?.ine  Blind. 
Only  those  intimately  connected 
with  the  work  for  the  industrial  train- 
ing- of  the  adult  blind  in  this  State 
know  of  the  untiring*  efforts  which 
have  been  made  by  our  own  townsman 
Win.  J.  Ryan.  He  was  the  first  to 
make  a  personal  effort  to  start  the 
movement  for  accomplishing  this  end, 
Through  his  part  in  the  organization 
of  the  Association  for  the  Blind  and 
also  for  building  an  institution  for  the 
blind  he  has  made  the  influence  of 
this  great  work  felt  throughout  our 
state  and  New  England. 

All  through  the  weary  days  and 
months  and  years  while  this  n 
ment  has  been  growing  towards  its 
fulfilment  he  has  kept  his  hand  stead- 
ily at  the  plough,  and  has  sacrificed 
not  only  time  and  strength  but  money 
for  the  cause  to  which  he  has  devoted 
himself.  He  has  given  up  all  or  near- 
ly ail  of  his  benefit  concerts  for  this 
object.  Lately  he  has  suffered  severe 
illness.  Besides  this  a  chain  of  cir- 
cumstanceshas  reduced  his  opportuni- 
ties for  earning  his  support.  Among 
other  things  some  banks  issued  Alma- 
nacs for  free  distributions  thus  de- 
stroying his  market  in  that  line.  He 
comes  now  before  toe  public  asking 
its  support  by  aiding  him  in  giving  one 
of  the  best  entertainments  of  its  char- 
acter ever  given  in  Portland. 

This  is  a  concert  and  ball  which 
will  be  given  April  28  in  the  Auditori- 
um and  will  be  first  class  in  every 
particular. 

Now  if  the  citizens  of  Portland 
wish  to  show  their  appreciation  of  the 
work  brought  to  a  successful  issue  by 
Mr.  Ryan  this  is  the  time  and  the  op- 
portunity. He  does  not  ask  for  char- 
ity but  only  for  people  to  help  him  to 
help  himselL 
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Only  those  intimately  "^connected 
|  with  the  work  for  the  industrial  train- 
ing of  the  adult  blind  in  this  State 
know  of  the  untiring-  efforts  which 
,  have  beer  made  by  our  own  towns- 
man, Wm,  J.  Ryan.  He  was  the  first 
to  make  a  personal  effort  to  start  the 
«f  vwnerrt  for  accomplishing-  this  end. 
Through  his  part  in  the  organization 
of  the  Association  for  the  Blind  and 
also  for  building  an  institution  for  the 
blind  he  has  made  the  influence  of  this 
f  work  felt  throughout  our  State 
and    New    England. 

All  through  the  weary  days  and 
months  and  years  while  this  move- 
ment has  been  growing  towards  its 
fulfilment  he  has  kept  his  hand  stead- 
ily at  the  plough,  and  has  sacrificed 
not  only  time  and  strength  .but 
money  for  the  cause  to  which  he  has 
devoted  himself.  He  has  given  lip  all, 
or  nearly  all  of  his  benefit  concerts 
for  this  object.  Lately  he  has  suffered 
severe  illness.  Besides  this  a  chain  of 
circumstances  has  reduced  his  oppor- 
tunities for  earning  his  support.  He 
comes  now  before  the  public  asking 
its  support  by  aiding  him  in  giving 
one  of  the  best  entertainments  of  its 
character  ever  given  in  Portland. 

This  is  a  concert  and  ball  which  will 
be  given  April  28th  in  the  Auditorium 
and  will  be  first  class  in  every  partic- 
ular. 

Now  if  the  citizens  of  Portland  wish 
to  show  their  appreciation  of  the 
work  brought  to  a  successful  is^ue  by 
Mr.  Ryan  this  is  the  time  and  the 
opportunity.  He  does  not  ask  for 
charity  but  only  for  people  to  help 
him   to   help   himself. 
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INSTITUTE   FOR   BLIND 


* 


Committee    Appointed    to    Select    S 
perintendent. 

A   meeting-   of   the    directors    of    t 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  was  he 
Wednesday  afternoon  at  the  office 
the    United    States    Trust    Co.        T] 
meeting  was  held   for  the   purpose 
considering    the   matter    of    electing 
superintendent  for  the  institute  who 
buildings  are  to  be  opened  in  the  ear 
summer.        A   committee    composed 
Col.    F.    E.    Boothby    and    J!.    Putna 
Stevens  was  appointed  to  consider  tl 
availability    of   the   several    candidal 
that   have   made  application   for       tl 
position.       A  meeting  will  be  held  lat 
to  act  on  the  report  of  the  committe 
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Th«  M«3»  Fraternal  Association  for 
the  JBHud  will  hold  its  annual  con- 
vention in  Y.  M.  C.  A.  hall,  Wednes- 
day, June  2,  at  10  o'clock.  Officers  for 
the  coming  year  will  be  elected  at  that 
time  and  other  important  business  will 
be  transacted.  Special  rates  have  been 
granted  on  the  railroads  and  it  Is  ex- 
pected a  large  number  will  be  present 
from  all  parts  of  the  State. 

In  the  evening,  a  social  entertainment 
will  be  given  to  the  members  of  the 
association,  the  Maine  Institute  for  the 
Blind  and  their  friends,  all  of  whom 
are  cordially  invited  to  be  present.  J. 
Putnam  Stevens,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Kendall 
and  others  will  sneak. 

The  directors  of  the  Maine  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind  will  hold  a  meeting 
at  the  United  States  Trust  Co.,  Tues- 
day, June  1,  at  10.30,  to  hear  the  re- 
ports of  the-  committee,  superintendent 
and   transact   other  business. 
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CONVENTION  OF  THE  BLIND. 


Seventh  Annual  Will  Be  Held  Wcdn 
day,  June  2,  in  Portland. 


:dne^- 


W.  J.  Ryan  of  Portland,  whose  ef- 
forts for  the  betterment  of  the  blind 
of  the  State  of  Maine  are  well  known, 
was  in  the  city  Monday  and  called  up- 
on W.  E.  Trask  of  Chelsea,  president 
of  the  Maine  Fraternal  Association  foi 
the  Blind,  which  will  hold  its  seventh 
annuai  convention  June  2  at  Portland. 
Mr.  Ryan  is  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee of  arrangements  and  his  errand  tc 
Chelsea  was  to  confer  with  President 
Trask  regarding-  the  details  of  the  con- 
vention. 

The  gathering  will  be  held  in  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  hall,  Portland,  and  will  open  at 
10  o'clock  A.  M.  Wednesday,  June  2. 
Officers  will  be  elected  and  a  large 
amount  of  important  business  will  be 
brought  up  for  consideration.  One  and 
one-third  fare  for  the  round  trip  to  and 
from  Portland  has  been  granted  by  all 
the  railroads.  All  the  blind  of  the 
State  of  Maine  are  requested  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  opportunity  of  hav- 
ing a  voice  in  the  movement  for  the 
betterment  of  the  conditions  undei 
which  they  live.  The  session  is  belt1 
in  connection  with  the  Maine  Institute 
for  the  Blind.  The  committee  on  ar- 
rangements for  the  convention  consists 
pi  W.  J.  Ryan,  O.  A.  Nichols  and  Wil- 
liam Lynoh. 

A  meeting  of  wide  interest  to  worker? 
for  the  blind,  to  which  delegates  wil1 
be  chosen  at  the  coming  convention  of 
the.  Maine  Association,  will  be  the  sixth 
annual  convention  of  the  American  As- 
sociation, Workers  for  the  Blind,  wl  h 
is  to  be  held  June  15-19  at  the  State 
School  for  the  Blind  at  Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Mr  Trask  and  Mr.  Ryan  are  both 
directors  of  the  Maine  Institute  fOl 
the  Blind  at  Portland.  Mr  Byan  *<>h] 
a  Journal  reporter  thai  the  new-  home 
at  Portland  is  nearly  completed.  Tin 
main  building  is  50x100  feet  and  twe 
stories  high',  built  of  brick  with  stone 
facing.     The   a     mm.  Jilding   is 

30x50    feet,    is    two    and 
igh,    (onstrin  tj  amo     ma- 
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MAINE    ASSOCIATION 

FOR   THE    BLI^D. 


Sixth    Annual    Convention    in   Y.    M.   C. 
A.  Hall  June  3. 

The  sixth  annual  convention  of  the 
Maine  Association  for  the  Blind  will 
be  held  at  Portland  in  the  Y.  M.  C. 
A.  Hall,  on  June  3,  at  10  a.  m.  for 
the  election  of  officers  and  for  the 
transaction  of  such  other  business  as 
may  properly  come  before  the  '  said 
meeting.  The  morning  will  be  de- 
voted to  the  reading  of  reports  and 
other  routine  business,  the  afternoon 
to  the  election  of  officers  and  to  new 
business. 

The  attention  of  the  public  is  called 
to  the  evening  meeting,  for  which 
special  efforts  have  been  made  to  pro- 
vide an  interesting  and  instructive 
program.  Addresses  by  prominent 
speakers  with  good  music  will  form 
the  program.  As  the  seating  capaci- 
ty of  the  hall  is  not  large,  tickets 
have  been  issued  which  may  be  ob- 
tained at  Cressey  and  Allen's  on  and 
after    June    1. 

The  association  especially  requests 
all  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
betterment  of  the  condition  of  the 
blind  to  make  a  special  endeavor  to 
attend  this  meeting,  as  one  of  the 
speakers  will  be  Mr.  E.  E.  Allen,  now 
superintendent  of  the  Massachusetts 
School  for  the  Blind,  and  for  years 
engaged  in  the  betterment  of  the 
sightless.  Other  speakers  will  be 
Howard  Davles,  Esq.,  of  Yarmouth 
and    Mrs.    A.    A.    Kendall   of  PorUa^ 
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ASSOCIATION    FOR    BLIND. 


State   Convention   Will    Be    Held    Here 

in  June-  iso  t 

The  Maine  Fraternal  Association  for 
the  B'ind  will  hold  Its  annual  con- 
vention in  Y.  M.  C.  A.  hall,  Wednes- 
day, June  2,  at  10  o'clock.  Offieers  for 
the  coming  year  will  be  elected  at  that 
time  and  other  important  business  will 
be  transacted.  Special  rates  have  been 
granted  on  the  railroads  and  it  is  ex- 
pected a  large  number  will  be  present 
from  all  parts  of  the  State. 

In  the  evening,  a  social  entertainment 
will  be  given  to  the  members  of  the 
association,  the  Maine  Institute  for  the 
Blind  and  their  friends,  all  of  whom 
are  cordially  invited  to  be  present.  J. 
Putnam  Stevens,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Kendall 
a|id  others  will  speak. 

The  directors  of  the  Maine  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind  will  hold  a  meeting 
at  "he  United  States  Trupt  Co.,  Tues- 
day, June  1,  at  10.30,  to  h«ar  the  re- 
ports of  the  committee,  superintendent 
and   transact   other  business. 
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The  Maine  Fraternal  Association  t\Tr 
The  Blind  will  hold  its  annual  contention 
in  Y  rM- -*'  A.  hall.  Portland,  Wednes- 
day, June  2.  In  the  evening,  a  social 
entertainment  will  lie  given  to  the  meny 
bers  of  the  association,  the  Maine  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind  and  their  friends.  .I. 
Putnam    Stevens',    Mr;.    A.    A.    Kendall 

and    other*    will    snimk. 
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FOE  TOE  BLIND. 


Meeting     of    the     Directors    Yesterday 
Afternoon. 


Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association  To- 
day. 


There  was  a  meeting  yesterday  aC 
ternoon  at  the  office  cf  the  United 
States  Trust  Company  of  the  director.- 
of  the  Maine  Institute  for  the  3]i»* 
at  which  the  committee  recently  ap- 
pointed to  visit  several  institutions  and 
to  investigate  the  ability  and  capa- 
bility of  various  men  who  have  been 
mentioned  for  possible  superintendents 
of  the  new  Maine  institution  made  its 
preliminary   report. 

The  directors  will  correspond  with 
several  men  and  women  with  the  view 
to  making  a  choice  of  a  superintend- 
ent about  the  time  the  new  build  ngs 
are  ready  for  .occupancy. 


The  Maine  Fraternal  Association  for 
the  Blind  will  hold  its  annual  con- 
vention in  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Hall  today,  bo- 
ginning  at  10  o'clock.  Officers  for  tho 
coming  year  will  he  elected  at  that 
time  and  other  important  business 
will  be  transacted.  Special  rates  have 
been  granted  on  the  railroads,  and  it 
is  expected  a  large  number  will  be 
present  from  all  parts  of  the  State. 

In  the  evening,  a  social  entertain- 
ment will  be  given  to  the  members  ^f 
the  Association,  the  Maine  Institute  for 
the  Blind  and  their  friends,  all  of 
whom  are  cordially  invited  to  be 
present.  J.  Putnam  Stevens,  Mrs.  A. 
A.  Kendall  and  others  will  speak. 

Good  progress  is  being  made  on  the 
new  buildings  on  Portland  street  and 
the  main  building,  a  cut  of  which  is 
herewith  given,  is  in  a  good  state  of 
forwardness.  It  is  probable  that  by 
September  1st  everything  will  be  in 
readiness  to  open  the  institution. 
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For   Relief  Work   Among    Blind  £ 

At  the  annual  meeting  of 
Fraternal  Association  for  the  lyind,  held 
in  Portland,  Wednesdry,  the  roll 
officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year:  Perley  D.  Witham.  Solon,  presi- 
dent. Wiualow  C.  Southerland,  Port- 
land, vice  president;  Carrie  C.  Adams, 
Portland,  treasurer;  YV.  E.  Trask, 
Chelsea,  Roland  Beckwith,  Chelsea, 
Miss  Annie  S.  Spencer,  Oakland,  "Win. 
J.  Ryan,  Portland,  board  of  directors; 
aid  and  relief  committee  for  three  years, 
W.  E.  Trask,  Chelsea;  for  two  year*, 
Win.  Evnch,  Portland;  for  one  year.  O. 
A.  Nichols,  Portland.  At  the  session  it 
.ted  to  (Innate  $100  for  relief  work 
during  the  vp:1t'  '        „in ■ 
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ASSOCIATION     FOR     BLIND.    * 

Officers  Elected  At  Annual  ^miWntibn 
In  This  City. 

The  annual  <?onvention  of  the  Maine 
Fraternal  Association  for  the  Blind 
took  place  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  hall 
in  this  City  yesterday,  and  officer? 
were  chosen  for  the  year.  The  sum 
of  $100  was  voted  to  he  used  for  re- 
lief work. 

The  officers  elected   were  as  follows: 

President— Percy  D.  Witham  of  So- 
lon. 

Vice  President — Winslow  C.  Suther- 
land of  Portland. 

Treasurer— Carrie  C.  Adams  of  Port- 
land. 

Executive  Board— W.  E.  Trask.  Chel- 
sea; Roland  Beckwlth,  Chelsea;  Miss 
Annie  E.  Spencer,  Oakland;  William 
J.    R.vaxL    Purtlaj-id. 

Aid  and  Relief  Committee— For  three 
years,  W  E  Trask;  for  two  years, 
William  Lynch;  for  one  year,  O.  A. 
Nichols. 

Committee  fr>r  Associate,  Active  and 
Honorary  Me i n be rs— William  J.  Ryan. 
Miss  Annie  E.  Spencer,  Miss  Carrie 
Adams. 

Speeches  were  made  during  the  aft- 
ernoon  session  by  Mrs.  A.  A.  Kendall, 
J.   Putnam   Stevens  and  J.  C.   Knapp. 

A  social  and  entertainment  was  en- 
joyed in  the  evening,  the  program 
being   as   follows: 

Duet— Fisherman    

Messrs,    Trask    and    Lynch 

Reading    Miss    O'Neil 

^Baritone  Solo  ..............  Mr.  Nichols 

Reading    » Miss    O'Neil 

Solo     Mr.     Lynch 

The  following  associate  and  active 
members  were  in  attendance:  James 
Cunningham,     Lyman    M.    Cousens,    K. 

D.  Smith.     A.    L.    T.    Cummings,   May 

E.  Somerby,    Charles    F.    Flagg.    John 

F.  Morrili.  J.  Putnam  Stevens,  Au- 
gustus F.  Moulton,  Daniel  Coveny,  Al- 
vin  Wiggin;  honorary  members,  Mrs. 
Alvin  Wiggin.  Mrs.  James  M.  Black. 
Mrs.  Elmer  Boothby,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Halmer. 
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FOR  THE  BLIND. 
x># 


Annual  Meeting  Maine  Fraternal 
Association  Held. 


REPORTS  WERE  MOST  PLEASING. 


Social  and  Entertainment  Enjoyed 
in  the  Evening. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Maine 
Fraternal  association  for  the  Blind 
was  held  here  yesterday  and  officers 
were  chosen  for  the  year.  Much  in- 
terest was  manifested  "by  those  in  at- 
tendance at  the  good  work  accom- 
plished. The  past  year  was  reviewed 
and  all  were  greatly  pleased  that  so 
much  had  been  done.  The  sum  of 
£100  was  voted  to  be  used  for  relief 
work  and  this  matter  was  also  ac- 
corded attention  by  the  members.  The 
work  of  the  association  from  every 
point  of  view  was  given  attention  and 
as  a  result  much,  will  be  done  this 
year.  The  following  were  the  officers 
elected : 

President — Perley  D.  Witham  of 
Solon. 

Vice  president — TVinslow  C.  Suther- 
land   of   oPrtland. 

Treasurer — Cjarrie  Cl  Adame  of 
Portland. 

Executive  hoard— W.  E.  Trask, 
Chelsea;  Roland  Beckwith,  Chelsea; 
Miss  Annie  E.  Spencer,  Oakland;  Wil- 
liam J.  Ryan,  Portland. 
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Aid  and  relief  committee — For  three 
years,  Wu  E.  Trask;  for  two  years, 
"William  Lynch;  for  one  year,  O.  J*. 
Nichols. 

Committee  for  associate,  active  and 
honorary  members — W.  J.  Ryan,  Migjj 
Annie  E.  Spencer,  Miss  Carrie  Adams. 

Speeches  were  made  by  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Kendall,  J.  Putnam  Stevens  and  J.  C. 
Knapp.  Mrs.  Kendall  spoke  of  the  re- 
sult of  the  work  of  the  past  years  and 
of  the,  history  of  the  efforts  made  by 
the  citizens  of  the  State  to  aid  the 
unfortunate  blind.  This  association, 
was,  she  said  the  pioneer  in  the  move- 
ment and  by  its  continued  effort  the 
work  of  alleviation  had  been  estab- 
lished. While  much  praise  was  due 
societies  and  individuals,  she  felt 
that  to  ihe  women's  clubs  should  be 
assigned  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
credit  for  the  buildings  on  Portland 
street.  With  the  Gorham  Dames  as 
leaders  they  had  persisted  in  '  #  their 
efforts  and  their  co-operation  was  not 
to    be    lightly    valued. 

Mr.  Stevrns  reviewed  the  conditions 
existing  and  proudly  pointed  out  what 
had  b^en  accomplished.  The  men  and 
women  who  shared  in  the  work  feel 
that  they  are  amply  rewarded  by  the 
accomplishments  after  years  of  hard 
latbor,  and  it  was  vith  appreciation 
that  they  view  the  future. 

Mr.  Knapp  said  that  during  his  Legis- 
lature days  he  was  known  as  "William 
J.  Ryan's  secretary."  This,  he  said,  he 
considered  an  honor  and  he  paid  a 
tribute  to  Mr.  Ryan's  worth  as  a  man 
and  a  citizen.  During  the  evening  a 
social  was  engaged  in  and  a  musical 
program  of  merit  pleased  the  large 
number  of  people  there.  Miss  Mary 
O'Neil  was  heartily  encored  and  her 
talent  was  appreciated.  William 
Lynch  was  applauded  for  his  efforts 
and  his  ability  appeared  to  be  a  sur- 
prise for  some  of  those  present.  The 
program   follows: 

Duet — "Fisherman" 

Messrs.  Trask  and  Lynch 

Reading    Miss   O'Neil 

Baritone    solo Mr.    Nichote 

Pleading    • Miss     O'Neil 

Solo    Mr.    Lynch 
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meeting  of  the  Maine  Association  for 
the  B-lipxL  was  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
building:  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
the  report  of  the  executive  board  per- 
taining to  the  revision  of  the  by-laws 
as  authorized  at  the  last  annual  meet- 
ing. 

The  regular  annuail  convention  of 
the  association  will  be  held  at  the 
same  place  at  2  o'clock  tomorrow  aft- 
ernoon when  officers  for  the  new  year 
will  be  elected. "Reports  will  be  heard 
and  the  transaction  of  all  such  busi- 
ness as  may  properly  come  'before  the 
meeting  will  be  in  order. 

The  association  expects  that  a  num- 
ber of , new  members  will  join  the  as- 
sociation tomorrow  and,  as  new  names 
may  be  acted  upon  only  at  annual 
meetings,  all  those  desiring  to  join 
the  association  should  present  their 
names   tomorrow. 
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Aft  a  meeting  of  the  trusteed  of  tie 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  at  Port- 
land Wednesday,  the  7'tn7"*J.  Calvin 
Knapp  of  Sou<th  Portland  was  elected 
superintendent  and  some  unknown 
friend  to  the  blind  sent  the  treasurer 
a  check  for  $5,000  to  be  added  to  the 
Clark  H.  Barker  Memorial  fund  now 
amounting  to  $2,000,  the  fund  to  be 
used  fov  the  erection  of  a  building  for 
the  temporary  home  of  the  blind  who 
attend  the  manual  training  school  de- 
partment. This  partially  provides  for 
one  dormitory  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
fund  will  be  added  to  so  that  it  may 
be  erected  at  pi 
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GIFT  OF  $5000. 


>  Man 


Friend  Offers  That  Sum  to  Maine 
Institute  for  Blind. 


TO    BUILD    TEMPORARY     HOME 


J.    Calvin   Knapp     Was   Elected 
Superintendent. 


A  meeting-  of  the  directors  of  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  was  held 
at  the  offices  of  the  United  States 
Trust  Co.,  on  Middle  street  Wednes- 
day afternoon  at  2  o'clock  for  the  pur- 
pose of  electing  a  superintendent  and 
John  Calvin  Knapp  of  South  Portland 
was  elected  to  that  position.  An  in- 
teresting feature  of  the  meeting  was 
the  announcement  made  by  Mrs. 
Clark  H.  Barker  that  a  friend  of  the 
blind  had  offered  to  give  the  sum  of 
$5000  to  the  Clark  H.  Barker  Memorial 
fund,  with  the  provision  that  this 
fund  shall  be  used  to  construct  build- 
ings for  a  temporary  home  for  those 
who  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges 
of  the  manual  training  school  of  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  with  the 
intention  of  becoming  self-support- 
ing, the  building  to  be  named  in  mem- 
ory of  Clark  H.  Barker. 

The  Gorham  Dames  have  already  on 
interest  at  the  First  National  bank 
the  sum  of  $1600  besides  which  there 


are  $300  at  interest  at  other  places, 
all  for  the  Clark  H.  Barker  Memorial 
fund.  In  addition  to  this  amount  a 
relative  of  Mr.  Barker  has  offered  the 
sum  of  $1  CO  toward  the  fund,  provid- 
ing- the  Gorham  Dames  will  raise  the 
amount  to  $2000,  which,  if  this  offer 
of  $5000  is  accepted  will  make  a  total 
of  $7000  which  will  be  quite  a  start 
toward  the  buildings  should  the  or- 
ganization  decide  on  this   action. 

The   letter  received  by   Mrs.   Barker 
is  as  follows: 

Portland,    July    2,    1909. 
To    Mrs.    Clark    H.    Barker,    Chairman 
Conference    Committee    of    the    Gor- 
ham Dames: 

Dear  Madam — Understanding-  that 
the  Gorham  Dames  has  on  interest  at 
the  First  National  band  of  this  city,  a 
sum  known  as  the  Clark  H.  Barker 
Memorial  fund,  to  be  used  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  blind,  and  that  the  specific 
use  of  the  same  has  not  been  decided 
upon,  I  propose  to  add  the  sum  of 
$5000  to  the  same  with  the  provision 
that  this  trust  fund  shall  /be  used  to 
construct  a  building1  for  a  temporary 
home  of  those  availing'  themselves  ol 
the  privileges  of  the  manual  training 
school  of  the  Maine  Institute  of  th< 
Blind  with  the  intention  of  becoming 
self-supporting,  the  building  to  be 
named  in  memory  of  Clark  H.  Barker. 
Kindly  advise  me  if  suc'i  action 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  association. 
Friend  of   the   Blind. 


J.  CALVIN    KNAPP. 


• 
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J.  Calvin   Knapp  Chosen  to  be  the  Su- 
perintendent. 

Generous   Gift  Announced  at  Trustees' 
Meeting  Yesterday. 


A  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  was  held 
at  the  offices  of  the  United  States 
Trust  Company  on  Middle  street  yes- 
terday afternoon  at  2  o'clock  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  a  superintendent. 
An  interesting  feature  of  the  meeting 
was  the  announcement  made  by  Mrs. 
Clark  H.  Barker  that  a  friend  of  the 
blind  had  offered  to  give  the  sum  of 
$5,000  to  the  Clark  H.  Barker  Memo-  j 
rial  fund,  with  the  provision  that  this 
fund  shall  be  used  to  consteuet  build- 
ings for  a  temporary_Jia»»r.^or  those 
who  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges 


of  the  Manual  Training  School  of  the 
Maine  Institute  of  the  Blind  with  the 
intention  of  becoming  self-supporting-, 
the  building-  to  be  named  in  memory 
of   Clark   H.   Barker. 

The  Gorham  Dames  already  have 
on  interest  at  the  First  National  Bank 
the  sum  of  $1,600,  besides  which  there 
are  $300  at  interest  at  other  places,  all 
for  the  Clark  H.  Barker  Memorial 
fund.  In  addition  to  this  amount  a 
relative  of  Mr.  Barker  has  offered  the 
sum  of  $100  toward  the  fund,  provid- 
ing the  Gorham  Dames  will  raise  the 
amount  to  $2,000,  which,  if  this  offer 
of  $5,000  is  accepted,  will  make  a  total 
of  $7,000,  which  will  be  quite  a  start 
toward  the  buildings  should  the  or- 
ganization decide  on  this  action. 

The  letter  received  by  Mrs.  Barker 
is   as   follows: 

Portland,  July  2,  1909. 
To    Mrs.    Clark    H.    Barker,    Chairman 
Conference    Committee   of    the   Gor- 
ham Dames: 

Dear  Madam — Understanding  that 
the  Association  of  Gorham  Dames  has 
on  interest  at  the  First  National  Bank 
of  this  city  a  sum  known  as  the  Clark 
H.  Barker  Memorial  Fund,  to  be  used 
in  the  interest  of  the  blind,  and  that 
the  specific  use  of  the  same  is  not  de- 
cided upon,  I  propose  to  add  the  sum 
of  $5,000  to  same  with  the  provision 
that  this  fund  shall  be  used  to  con- 
struct a  building  for  a  temporary 
home  for  those  availing  themselves  of 
the  privileges  of  the  Manual  Training 
School  of  the  Maine  Institute  of  the 
Blind  with  the  intention  of  becoming 
self-supporting,  the  building  to  be 
named  in  memory  of  Clark  H.  Barker. 
Kindly  advise  me  if  such  action 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  association. 
Friend  of  the  Blind 


(Entered  at  the  Post  Office,  Boston,  Mass.,  as 
Sedond  Class  Mail  Matter) 


324    Washington    Street,    Boston,    Mass. 


FRIDAY,  JULY  9,  1909 


Maine   Institute  for  the   Blind 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  in  Portland 
John  Calvin  Knapp  of  South  Portland  was 
elected  superintendent.  An  interesting  fea- 
ture of  the  meeting  was  the  announcement 
made  by  Mrs.  Clark  H.  Barker  that  a 
friend  of  the  blind  had  offered  to  give  the 
sum  of  $5000  to  the  Clark  H.  Barker  memo- 
rial fund,  with  the*  provision  that  this  fund 
shall  be  used  to  construct  buildings  for  a 
temporary  home  for  those  who  avail  them- 
selves of  the  privileges  of  the  manual  train- 
ing school  of  the  Maine  Institute  for  the 
Blind  with  the  intention  of  becoming  self- 
supporting,  the  building  to  be  named  lr 
memory  of  Clark  H.  Barker.  The  Gorham 
Dames  have  already  on  interest  at  the  First 
National  Bank  the  sum  of  $1600,  besides 
which  there  are  $300  at  interest  at  other 
places,  all  for  the  Clark  H.  Barker  memo- 
rial fund.  In  addition  to  this  amount  a 
relative  of  Mr.  Barker  has  offered  the  sum 
of  $100  toward  the  fund,  providing  the  Gor- 
ham Dames  will  raise  the  amount  to  $2000, 
which  if  this  Offer  of  $5000  is  accepted  will 
make  a  total  of  $7000,  which  will  be  quite  a 
start  toward  the  buildings  should  the  or- 
ganizatteo^decide  on  this  action. 
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Will  Probably  Be  Opened  for  Business 
Oct.   15. 
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The  new  Maine  Institute  for  the 
Blind  on  Portland  street,  will  proba- 
bly be  opened  for  business  Oct.  15,  if 
the  present  plans  of  the  superintendent 
J.  Calvin  Knapp  are  carried  out.  The 
machinery  which  is  to  be  used  in  the 
new  building-  has  been  shipped  and  it 
is  expected  at  once.  As  soon  as  it  is 
received  it  will  be  installed  and  the 
real  work  of  the  institution  will  be 
commenced. 

But  three  departments  will  be  start- 
ed at  present,  which  will  include  one 
for  the  making  of  brooms,  one  for  the 
making  of  mattresses  and  one  for  the 
caneing    of   chairs. 

In  the  broom  department  William  D. 
Smith  of  Westbrook  will  be  the  fore- 
man and  he  will  be  assisted  by  W.  C. 
Sutherland. 

In  the  mattress  department  U.  S. 
Lyons  of  Houlton  will  be  foreman  and 
O.  M.  Nichols  of  Hallowell  will  be  fore- 
man  of  the   caneing   department. 

Already  quite  a  number  of  the  blind 
of  the  State  have  applied  for  admis- 
sion and  it  is  expected  as  soon  as  the 
departments  are  organized  that  there 
will  be  many  more  applicants.  The 
building  in  which  the  manufacturing 
will  be  done  is  light  and  commodious 
and  of  sufficient  size  to  care  for  in- 
creased busin"ss  for  many  years. 

William  Lynch,  though  bbnd,  will 
be  the  official  stenographer  fov  the 
institution,  he  having  become  an  ex- 
pert in  blind  stenography  and  a  rapid 
operator  on  the  typewriter.  William 
J.  Ryan,  who  has  worked  for  years  to 
make  the  present  institution  a  posi- 
i  bility  will  act  as  general  agent  for  the 
firnool        ii—— 
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Maine     Institution    Is      a 

Scene  of  Growing 

Activity. 


BROOMS  ARE  BEING  MBE 


Varied  Employment  Pro 

vided;  Many    Industries 

to  Be  Followed. 


With  the  opening-  of  the  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blind  recently,  the 
school  building'  which  is  one  ol  thfi 
group  on  the  Portland  street  lot,  was 
equipped  with  all  kinds  of  industrial 
apparatus  and  the  pupils,  men  and 
women  of  all  ages,  are  busily  at  work 
every  day  manufacturing  brooms, 
caning  chairs,  making  mattresses  and 
turning    out   various   other    products. 

A  reporter  visited  the  institution 
and  the  superintendent,  J.  Calvin 
Knapp,  showed  him  about  the  rooms. 
It  was  very  interesting  to  watch  the 
people,  and  even  with  the  latest  ma- 
chinery with  which  they  have  been 
supplied,  it  was  difficult  to  under- 
stand how  they  are  able  to  turn  our 
such   fine  brooms.       Several   grades  of 


these  articles  are  manufactured,  or.u 
yesterday  the  men  were  at  work  on 
stable  brooms,  the  corn  for  those  used 
by    housewives    not    having'    arrived 

One  man  acts  as  supS^tendent  in 
this  department  and  he  wind  the 
corn  on  the  handles,  after  which  the 
brooms  are  placed  in  a  press  and  flat- 
tened and  sewed.  Another  takes  the 
corn  and  runs  it  through  a  cuttei. 
which  removes  the  butts,  and  when 
it  had  been  stacked  up  the  stalks  are 
taken  out  and  only  that  which  car., 
be  used  to  good  advantage  left.  Two 
men  working  on  parlor,  brooms  can 
turn  out  about  four  dozen  a  day  un- 
der ordinary  conditions,  but  much 
depends  on  the  quality  of  the  material 
they  have  tC  work  with.  Ten  thou- 
sand handles  have  arrived  and  when 
the  supply  of  corn  that  has  been  or- 
dered is  received,  the  work  will  go  on 
much  more  rapidly.  Over  in  the 
chair  caning  department  two  women 
and  a  couple  of  men  were  mighty  busy 
and  they  have  a  good  deal  of  work 
ahead  of  them.  One  of  the  leading 
business  firms  of  the  city  has  sent 
in  quite  a  number  of  chairs  that  are 
to  have  new  seats,  and  other  people 
have  given  orders  enough  to  bring 
the  number  of  chairs  on  hand  up  to 
50.  The  new  seats  not  only  look  very 
nice,  but  they  are  substantial*  and 
one  need  not  have  the  slightest  fear 
that  they  will  give  way  for  a  long 
time.  The  only  work  that  is  not 
done  by  the  blind  in  this  department 
is  that  of  preparing  the  holes  through 
which   the   cane   is   passed. 

No  regular  work  is  done  on  mat- 
tresses as  yet,  but  the  man  in  charge 
is  rinding  his  pupils  very  apt  and  it 
will  not  be  many  weeks  before  they 
are  able  to  manufacture  a  pretty 
good  looking  mattress,  YV  hile  they 
are  receiving  instruction  they  use 
excelsior  for  filling  and  cheap  cloth 
is  used  for  a  covering.  The  young 
men  are  taking  much  interest  in 
their  work  and  are  very  anxious  to 
make  themselves  as  or  >Qcient  as  pos- 
sible. The  upper  room  was  recently 
used  for  a  whist  given  in  aid  of  the 
institution  and  two  we^'ci  from  yes- 
terday night  there  will  be  an  invita- 
tion dance.  A  friend  of  the  school  is 
to  give  $100  when  the  pupils  have 
raised  the  same  amoitnt  and  it  is 
hoped  to  receive  a  good  loost  in  this 
matter  when  the  dance  takes   pi 


WILLIAM    LYNCH 
Operating   a  Typewriter. 


The  office  of  the  institution  is  be- 
tween the  two  entrances  on  the  first 
floor  and  most  of  the  clerical  work 
is  done  by  William  Lynch,  who  is 
well  known  as  a  fine  tenor  singer. 
Mr.  Lynch  takes  dictation  from  Sup- 
erintendent Knapp  on  a  Breille  ma- 
chine, which  prints  the  notes  in 
raised  characters.  Afterwards  he 
transcribes  the  letters  with  a  type- 
writer, having  the  touch  system  down 
to  perfection.  Yesterday  he  was  busily 
engaged  in  writing  letters  to  select- 
men of  various  towns  in  the  State 
asking  if  they  knew  of  any  blind 
people  in  need  of  the  instruction 
which  the  institution  affords,  and  he 
could  rattle  the  machine  as  rapidly 
as  most  stenographers.  He  passes  his 
fingers  over  a  few  of  his  notes  and 
then  writes  a  sentence  or  two,  after 
which  the  process  is  repeated.  In  the 
basement  of  the  building  is  the  large 
boiler  for  heating,  and  a  "!0 -horse- 
power dynamo  ha3  been  installed  to 
run  the  elevator.  The  broom  handles 
and  corn  will  be  stored  there  and  a 
tank  is  being  constructed  in  which 
to  dye  the  corn,  this  being  necessary 
to  make  them  look  well.  After  being 
dyed  it  is  placed  in  a  wo  xlen  run  to 
dry. 

Another  nice  little  brick  building- 
serves  as  a  residence  for  the  super- 
intendent and  it  also  contains  a 
room  in  which  the  directurs  meet.  At 
present  the  pupils  board  outsi.le  of 
the  institution,  but  funds  are  being- 
collected  to  erect  a  cottage  at  one  end 
of  the  larger  of  the  two  structures. 
The  patronage  of  the  public  is 
solicited. 
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so  carry  on  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage the  work  of  the  Matae  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind — which,  having 
opened  its  industrial  department,  is 
now  ready  to  receive  adult  students' — 
it  is  absolutely  essentiai  to  have  a 
complete  and  accurate  list  of  the  sight- 
less people  of  Maine,  for  whose  ameli- 
oration the  institution!  is  working.  With 
the  Paidsifl*-  Tn-fij/iltitfU  ftfturfff"  the  educa- 
tion of  the  child  and  the  Maine  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind  for  those  who  lose 
their  sight  in  more  mature  years,  there 
is  no  reason  why  etvery  normal  blind 
person  should  not  receive  a  practical 
training  which  would  enable  him  to  take 
his  place  side  by  side  with,  those  who 
see  in  the  endeavor  to  gain  an  honest 
livelihood.  As  the  superintendent  de- 
sires to  get  dn  touch  with  as  raany  of 
the  blind  as  possible,  ail  having  knowl- 
edge of  such  cases  are  requested  to  re- 
port to  him  without  delay.  Clergymen 
and  physicians,  whose  vocations  bring 
them  into  touch  with  a  large  number  of 
all  classes,  are  especially  urged  to  give 
this  matter  their  earnest  attention.  iAll 
communications  should  be  addressed  to 
Supt.  J.  C.  Knapp,  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind,   Portland,  Maine. 
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•William  J.  Ryan  of  Portland,  th«» 
blind  vender  of  the  Main*  Farmers  al- 
manac is  in  the  city  on  his  annual  tour 
Mr.  Ryan  is  greatly  interested  in  the 
building  of  the  institution  at  Portland 
for  th#  adult  blind,  and  states  that  the 
building  will  be  completed  by  the  first 
of  February.  The  legislature  will  be 
requested  to  make  an  appropriation  for 
the  equipment  of  the  building. 
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SCH00LFOR  BUND 

Ryan  of  rortland  Now  Asking 
Legislators  to  Vote  $15,- 
000  a  Year  to  Support  It. 

INSTITUTION  NEARLY 

READY  FOR  OPENING 


Remarkable  Work  by  One  of 
Afflicted  to  Teach  Others 
Self-Support. 


[Special  Dispatch  to  ttie  Sunday  Herald.] 
PORTLAND,  Dec.  12— The  Maine 
School  for  the  Blind;  now  nearing  com- 
pletion on  Portland  street,  has  resulted 
from  the  work  of  a  blind  man,  William 
J.  Ryan  of  this  cily. 

Any  man  might  be  proud  of  such  an  j 
accomplishment,  the  awakening  of  a 
state  to  its  obligations  to  the  blind  and 
the  securing  of  an  appropriation  and 
the  raising  of  a  fund  large  enough  to 
establish  a  school  for  the  dependent; 
but  for  a  man  himself  afflicted  with 
blindness,  to  travel  thousands  of  miles 
alone,  to  interview  hundreds  of  the 
leading  men  and  women  of  the  state, 
to  address  legislative  committees  and 
finally  to  bring  about  the  erection  of 
buildings  for  a  school  for  the  afflicted, 
seems  to  Maine  people  to  be  a  remark- 
able thing. 

Ryan  has  been  blind  from  childhood. 
His  people  were  poor  and  what  little 
education  he  obtained  has  been  due  to 
the  patience  and  through  the  eyesight 
of  other  people.  From  boyhood  he  has 
supported  himself.  The  boy,  over-sensi- 
tive because  of  his  affliction,  has  always 
snrunk  from  accepting  help  from  those 
who  would  have  helped  him  He  wanted 
to  earn  his  own  living,  to  be  like  other 
men  and  feel  independent. 


So  he  began  selling  articles  about  the 
streets  of  Portland.  He  learned  to  find 
his  way  about,  using  a  cane  and  with- 
out assistance.  He  has  never  met  with 
a  serious  accident.  Ryan  dodges  across 
a  crowded  street,  avoiding  teams,  auto- 
mobiles, street  cars  and  pedestrians,  and 
seems  to  have  a  wonderful  instirict 
which  tells   him   when    he   is  in  danger. 

Year  after  year  he  went  alone  about 
the  streets,  Into  buildings,  up  and  down 
elevators  and  into  offices,  making  calls 
everywhere  and  becoming  acquainted 
with  people  of  all  kinds,  not  from  see- 
ing them,  but  from  hearing  their  voices. 
Today  in  Portland  he  knows  thousands 
of  men  and  women,  more  than  many 
men  who  have  good  eyesight  know, 
and  upon  hearing  them  speak  he  at  once 
calls  them  by  name.  Nor  does  Ryan 
forget  the  voice  of  a  person  he  has  once 
met.  When  he  hears  it  again  after  a 
long  interval  he  places  it  at  once  and 
speaks  the  name. 

The  blind  man  keeps  posted  on  current 
events  and  is  well  Informed.  He  has  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  politics  and  a 
wide  acquaintance  among  the  politi- 
cians of  the  state.  About  20  years  ago 
he  began  selling  an  almanac.  With  a 
large  bag  on  his  back  and  a  staff  in  his 
hand,  wearing  a  uniform  which  he  de- 
vised himself,  he  started  out  to  journey 
through  the  state. 

He  visited  hundreds  of  towns,  finding 
his  way  about  all  of  them,  getting  ac- 
quainted with  the  business  men  and 
people  and  selling  thousands  of  the  little 
books.  He  knows  all  .the  larger  cities 
ind  towns  better  than  many  men  in 
Lhe  state,  although  he  has  never  see» 
one  of  them.  He  knows  their  crooked 
streets,  the  short  cuts  and  where  the 
:arge  places  of  business  are. 

Everywhere  he  want  Ryan  talked 
ibout  the  blind,  and  interested  people  in 
them  and  their  needs.  He  became  fa- 
miliar with  what  other  states  were  doing 
for  the,  blind,  and  took  every  opportu- 
nity to  press  home  to  the  people  of  the 
state  of  Maine  the  fact  that  the  men  and 
women  afflicted  as  he  is  werei  being  neg- 
lected. It  took  years  of  labor  to  awaken 
the  conscience  of  the  people  of  Maine, 
but  finally  Ryan  succeeded  in  doing  it. 
He  enlisted  the  influence  of  many  of 
Maine's  leading  men  and  women.  He 
kept  these  informed  of  what  ho  was  ac- 
complishing, discussed  his  progress  with 
them,  and  saw  to  it  that  they  did  not 
lay  aside  his  particular  aim. 

To  politicians  everywhere  he  became* 
as  well  known  as  he  is  to  many  Port- 
land people.  They  learned  to  like  the 
man  first,  than  to  become  interested  in 
hfs  project,  and  finally  to  enlist  with 
him  in  the  cause.  L,ittle  societies  were 
organized  here  and  there  throughout 
Maine,  Ryan  keeping  them  all  actively 
at  work  by  correspondence  and  by  mak- 
ing them  frequent  visits. 

He  secured  petitions  signed  by  thou- 
sands for  the  establishment  of  a  school 
for*  the  blind.  He  circulated  a  subscrip- 
tion paper  and  collected  money  for  the 
purpose,  and  after  many  failures  the 
Legislature,  two  years  ago  appropriated 
$40,000  as  a  beginning  for  the  school  for 
tha  blind. 

But  this  was  not  enough  money  to 
accomplish  what  Ryan  had  started  to 
bring  about.  The  blind  man  appealed  to 
the' city  of  Portland,  and  the  city  councM 
finallv" voted  to  give  a  site  for  the  school. 


It  required  much  work  on  the  part  of 
the  blind  m:m  to  bring:  this  about.  He 
had  to  visit  a  great  many  people  to  in- 
terest them  in  the  undertaking  and  to 
overcome  many  obstacles,  but  finally 
the  site  was  given,  and  one  of  the  best 
to  be  obtained  in  the  city. 

Two  buildings  have  been  erected  which 
will  cost  $50,000.  They  ar«  of  brick  and 
fireproof  construction.  One  will  be  used 
as  a  workshop  and  the  other  for  the 
superintendent's  house  and  the  living 
quarters  for  students. 

In  the  workshop  it  is  proposed  to  teach 
the  blind  to  earn  their  own  living.  There 
are  many  things  the  blind  can  do  well, 
and  every  blind  person  in  Maine  who 
wants  to  learn  how  to  work  will  be 
given  an  opportunity  when  the  school  is 
opened.  The  making  of  brooms,  weav- 
ing, mattress  and  chair  making  and 
many  other  things  of  the  sort  are  to  be 
taught  there. 

The  institute  wt111  be  under  capable 
management.  An  efficient  corps  of  in- 
structors will  be  obtained  and  the  work- 
shop will  be  equipped  with  the  most 
modern  machinery. 

Just  how  much  money  will  be  required 
to  maintain  the  institute  cannot  be 
known  until  it  has  been  in  operation  a 
year.  There  are  said  to  be  between  700 
and  800  blind  people  in  the  state.  Many 
of  them  are  too  old  to  learn  to  work  and 
the  institute  will  only  have  to  do  with 
those  who  are  of  the  proper  age  and  can 
the  most  readily  acquire  the  trades  to  be 
taught  at  the  school. 

It  is  thought  the  Legislature,  wnlch 
convenes  in  January,  will  be  asked 
to  make  an  appropriation  of  $15,000  a 
year  for  two  years,  after  which  time, 
it  is  thought,  the  expense  may  be  ma- 
terially reduced,  as  soon  as  the  insti- 
tute begins  to  produce  something  for 
itself. 

Ryan  has  accomplished  all  of  this 
for  the  afflicted  of  Maine.  Even  men 
like  Morrill  N.  Drew,  who  has  helped 
him  in  every  way,  and  those  who 
have  done  everything  they  could  to 
bring  about  the  establishment  of  this 
school,  say  Ryan  was  the  one  man 
who    made   the   ihstitute   possible. 

The  blind  man  has  not  completed 
his  work  yet.  He  is  now  on  a  tour 
of  the  state,  selling  his  wares  to  sup- 
port himself  and  talking  up  the  needs 
of  his  institution.  He  will  see  near- 
ly every  man  who  has  been  elected 
to  the  Legislature  before  it  convenes, 
and  when  they  do  go  to  Augusta  they 
will  be  committed  to  helping-  the  in- 
stitute of  the  blind,  no  matter  what 
other  demands  are  made  upon  them 
for   similar   institutions. 

Rvan  is  not  only  a  hard  and  con- 
stant worker,  but  he  has  helped  many 
other  men  and  women  who  are  af- 
flicted and  who  are  less  self-reliant 
than  himself.  He  is  an  excellent  mu- 
sician and  plays  several  instruments 
well  memorizing  all  the  music  that 
strikes  his  fancy  and  learning  to 
play  many  pieces  as  well  as  a  person 
of  normal  faculties  could  play  them. 
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The  annual  meetin^W*  thl  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blhjjfl  will  be 
Thursday  at  2  p.  m.,  at  the  adminis- 
tration building,  311  Portland  street, 
for  the  purpose  of  electing-  clerk,  treas- 
urer and  directors  and  transacting 
other  important  business.  A  directors' 
meeting  follows  the  corporation  meet- 
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ANNUAL     MEETING    OF 

INSTITUTE    FOR    BLlltD. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blind  yesterday  aft- 
ernoon at  the  administration  building. 
Xo.  311  Portland  street,  the  board  of 
directors  <vas  •  organized    as    follows: 

President,  Morrill  N.  Drew,  Port- 
land; vice  presidents.  Hon.  Charles 
H.  Randall  and  Col.  F.  E.  Boothby, 
Portland;  treasurer,  Harry  Butler, 
Portland;    clerk,    J.    Calvin    Knapp. 

The  following  directors  were  elect- 
ed for  the  ensuing  year:  J.  Calvin 
Knapp,  Portland;  Gen.  Joshua  L. 
Chamberlain,  Brunswick;  Hon.  Charles 
M.  Moses,  Saco;  Mrs.  Harriet  R.  Bar- 
ker, Portland;  Thomas  H.  Phair, 
Preisque  Isle;  Mrs.  Edward  M.  Knight, 
Portland;  George  H.  Eaton,  Calais; 
Hon.  George  G.  Weeks,  Fairfield: 
Hon.  William  T.  Haines,  Waterville; 
Joseph  B.  Peakes,  Dover;  Hon  Wil- 
liam B.  Skelton.  Lewiston;  P.  f*  Gil- 
■en.  Bar~-->r;  AUbert  Shaw.  Bath:  Mor- 
rill X.  TJreiw.  Portland;  Col.  F.  E. 
Boothby.,  Hon.  Charles  H.  Randall) 
Hnn.  James  P.  Baxter.  Lyman  M. 
Cousenp,  Harry  Butler.  J  Putnam 
Stevens.    William   J.    Ryan.    Mrs.    A     A 
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Rockland;    W.    M.    Lynch,    Port- 


At  present  about  .18  blind  people  are 
at.  work  in  the  industrial  department. 
They  have  made  about  1.600  (broom? 
and  recaned  about  150  chairs.  It  is 
expected  by  Spring-  that  the  present 
number  in  the  industrial  department 
Will   be  increased   to  30  or  more.  •* 

The  monthly  business-  meeting-  of  th« 
or?  "-ill  be  he.ld  the  first  Tues- 
day  of  each    month. 
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stitute  for  the    Blind    Directors 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  directors 
:  the  Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  \va<' 
eld  in  Portland  Thursday  afternoou  and 
;he  following  board  was  chosen:  J.  Cal- 
vin Knapp,  Portland;  Gen.  Joshua  L. 
Chamberlain,  Brunswick;  Hon.  Charles 
M.  Moses,  Saco;  Mrs.  Harriet  R.  Bar- 
ker, Portland;  Thomas  H.  Phair, 
Presque  Isle;  Mrs.  Edward  M.  Knight,  i 
Portland;  George  H.  Eaton,  Calais;  Hou.  ' 
George  G.  Weeks,  Fairiield;  Hon.  Wil- 
liam T.  Haines,  Waterville;  Hon.  Jo- 
seph B.  Peaks,  Dover;  Hon.  William  B. 
Skelton,  Lewistoai;  P.  H.  Gillen,  Bangor; 
Albert  S.  Shaw,  Bath;  Hon.  Morrill  N. 
Drew,  Col.  P.  E.  Boothby,  Hon.  Charles 
H.  Randall,  Hon.  James  P.  Baxter,  Ny- 
man  M.  Cousens,  Harry  Butler,  J.  Put: 
nam  Stevens,  William  J.  Ryan,  Mrs.  A. 
A.  Kendall,  all  of  Portland,  Hon.  John 
P.  Kwazev,  Canton;  Hon.  William  T. 
Cobb,  Rockland;  W.  M.  Lynch,  Port- 
land. The  following  officers  were  elect- 
ed by  the  board  of  directors:  Hon.  Mor- 
rill N.  Drew,  Portland,  president;  Hon. 
Charles  H.  Randall,  *nd  Col.  F.  E. 
Boothby,  Portland,  vice  presidents;  Hat- 
ry    Butler,   Rockland,   secretary;   J.   Cal- 
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BLIND  INSTITUTION. 


Annual    Meeting    at    New    Home    Yes 
terday. 

.*rb 

Institution     Is       Doing     a       Great 
Growing   Work. 


I 

and 


The  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind 
held  its  annual  meeting-  at  the  admin- 
istration building,  No.  311  Portland 
street,  at  2  o'clock  this  p.  m.  It  was 
a  largely  attended  and  a  very  inter- 
esting meeting.  While  the  industrial 
work  of  teaching  trades  has  been  go- 
ing on  only  about  two  months,  there 
has  been  turned  out  over  1,600  brooms. 
12  or  15  mattresses,  and  over  160 
chairs  recaned. 

There  are.  18  blind  people  at  the  in- 
stitution. The  work  turned  out  is  of 
the  best,  and  is  very  highly  spoken  of. 

It  is  expected  that  between  now  and 
spring,  that  some  25  or  30  blind  peo- 
ple will  be  at  the  institution  learning 
some  trade. 

Anyone  having  a  blind  friend,  or 
knowing  of  one  would  do  a  great  fa- 
vor by  reporting  the  case  to  the  su- 
perintendent, that  the  party  may  be 
interviewed. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  new 
board  of  directors: 

J.  Calvin  Knapp,  South  Portland; 
Morrill  N.  Drew,  Portland;  Joshua  L. 
Chamberlain,  Brunswick;  Frederic  E. 
Boothby,  Portland;  Charles  M.  Moses, 
Saco;  Charles  H.  Randall,  Portland; 
Mrs.  Harriet  R.  Barker,  Portland; 
James  P.  Baxter,  Portland;  Thomas 
H.  Phair,  Presque  Isle;  Lyman 
Cousens,  Portland;  Mrs.  Elinor  M. 
Knight,  Portland;  Harry  Butler,  Port- 
land; George  H.  Eaton,  Calais;  J. 
Putnam  Stevens,  Portland;  George  G. 
Weeks,  Fairfield;  William  J.  Ryan, 
Portland;  William  T.  Haines,  Water- 
ville;  Mrs.  A.  A.  Kendall,  Portland; 
Joseph  B.  Peaks,  Dover;  John  P.  S'wa- 
sey,  Canton;  W.  B.  Skelton,  Lewiston; 
William  T.  Cobb,  Rockland;  P.  H. 
Gillin,  Bangor;  William  Lynch,  Port- 
land;   Albert  H.  Shaw,  Bath. 

The  board  of  newly  organized  direc- 
tors met  after  adjournment  of  the 
annual  meeting,  and  organized  into 
the  following  board: 

President — M.    N.    Drew. 

Vice  Presidents — Charles  H.  Ran- 
dall, Frederic  E.  Boothby. 

Treasurer — Harry  Butler. 


Clerk    of   Corporation— J.    C.    Knapp. 

Directors  monthly  meetings  will  be 
holden  at  the  administrative  building-, 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month  at 
8  o'clock  p.  m. 


The  Maine  Institute  FdrThe  Blind 
has  already  made  1600  brooms  and  re- 
caned  150  chairs,  indicating-  that  the 
inmates  are  industrious. 


Port  LainA,  ,  YrvauiTa^,   S^jw^SS,. 

The  Maine  Institution  for  t:i#  "1  ;.ai]_ 
was  opened  to  the  Gorham  Dames 
yesterday  afternoon,  giving  the  mem- 
bers of  the  club  who  have  done  so 
much  toward  raiding  funds,  a  change 
to   li  ouse   and   at   the  saqofi, 

time    to   hold    their   meeting. 

Tlie  subject  for  the  afternoon  was 
Current  Events  in  Europe.  Miss- Mar- 
ion Merrill  Jordan  prepared  an  inter- 
esting paper  on  her  travels  in  Spain 
last  Summer,  which  was  read  by  Mm 
Fred  Marsh,  and  was  splendidly  illus- 
trated with  two  pictures.  Miss  Jordan 
also  entertained  with  her  vocal  selec- 
tions as  follows:  Cradle  Song,  Hedge 
Roses,  The  May  .Morn.  She  was  ac- 
companied by  her  mother,  Mrs.  Merrill 
Jordan.  A  Mexican  dame  was  given 
by  Miss  Emily  Simpson  in  costume, 
who  responded  to  an  encore  with  a  ji&. 

Refreshments  were  served.  The 
committee  in  charge  of  the  afternoon 
was:  Mrs.  Clark  Barker,  chairman; 
Mrs.  Fred'  Morse,  Mrs.  Virginia  Jor- 
dan. The  following  members  were 
present:  Mrs.  Edward  Tompson,  Mrs. 
fG.  S.  McQuillan,  Mrs.  Fred  H.  John- 
son, Mrs,  Charles  Billings,  Mrs.  Fred 
-Morse,  Mrs.  James  P.  Jordan,  Miss 
i  Eleanor  Maxwell  Knight.  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Kendall.  Miss  Mary  Merrill,  Miss  Ma- 
rie Irish,  Miss  Georgia  Care  on  and 
Mrs.    Jamrs    i ' i i : l n l ey.         mmnm mm m ii(M|it<h 
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To  the  Ladies  of  the 

In  my  work  as  solicitor  for  T>US"iness 
for  the  Maine  Institute  for  thfrimmfl 
I  have  been  handicapped  by  nfe"Bap- 
pearance  at  doors  of  many  residences 
of  this  city  in  answer  to  my  ring  of 
the  housemaids  who  decline  to  notify 
the  head  of  the  house  that  I  am  there 
looking  for  business.  Apparently 
these  domestics  are  under  general  in- 
structions not  to  receive  peddlers  or 
beggars.  I  cannot  blame  the  ladies 
at  the  head  of  the  households  in  Port- 
land for  making  such  a  general  rule, 
but  I  wish  to  bring  to  their  attention 
the  fact  that  I  am  neither  peddling 
nor  begging.  The  State  has  estab- 
lished an  institution  for  the  training 
and  education  of  the  blind,  in  our  city. 
Everybody  who  has  folldf^a  the  work 
which  has  been  done  for  the  blind  in 
this  city  knows  of  me  and  the  labor 
which  I  have  given  to  secure  the  ap- 
propriation and  get  the  institution 
started.  It  is  now  doing  fine  work, 
and  it  is  my  purpose  to  call  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  people  the  fact  that  cer- 
tain grades  of  manual  labor  in  the 
way  of  repairing  of  household  goods 
can  be  done  by  the  inmates  of  the  in- 
stitution with  neatness  and  dispatch. 
I  am  not  travelling  from  house  to 
house  asking  for  money,  nor  for  food. 
These  sometimes  are  tendered  me  by 
kind  hearted  servant  girls,  and  I  al- 
ways decline  to  accept.  That  is  not 
what  I  want.  I  want  to  see  the  head 
of  the  houses  just  -a  few  moments, 
long  enough  to  tell  them  what  we  are 
doing  and  see  if  they  have  any  work 
which  they  can  send  to  the  institution 
to  be  done.  If  they  have  not  my  call 
will  be  brief  and  businesslike.  If  they 
have  they  can  turn  the  work  to  use 
where  it  will  be  an  advantage  to  men 
and  women  who  are  debarred  by  mis- 
fortune from  following  the  ordinary 
vocations   of  life. 

Will  those  who  read  this  letter 
kindly  say  to  their  maids  that  when 
Mr.  Ryan,  the  blind  man,  calls  they 
will  see  him  for  a  moment,  and  thus 
help   me   in   my  work? 

Wm.  J.  Ryan. 
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Fit  Sightless  To  Earn 
Own  Way  In  The  World 

State  Institution  Located  in  Portland  Where  Those  Who  Are 

Deprived  of  Eyesight  Learn  Useful  Trades.  Pupils 

Come   From  All  Over  Maine. 


A  Porland  institution  which  is  doing 
an  immense  amount  of  good  and  pre- 
paring a  large  number  of  unfortunate 
persons  who  are  deprived  of  their  aya^ 
sight  to  be  able  to  earn  their  own 
without  depending  upon  chari- 
ty, is  the  Maine  Industrial  School  and 
Workshop  for  the  Blind,  located  on 
Portland  street. 

While  two  handsome  and  commodi- 
ous buildings  have  already  been  erect- 
ed upon  the  land  controlled  by  the 
Maine  Association  For  the  Blind, 
which  formulated  the  plans  for  the 
school  and  workshop,  still  funds  are 
now  being  sought  for  to  still  further 
increase  the  size  of  the  institution  and 
to  erect  a  large  and"  comfortable  dor- 
mitory for  the  accommodation  of  the 
pupils  at  the  school,  all  of  whom  at 
present  are  obliged  to  board  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  school. 

The  two  buildings  already  erected 
With  their  equipment,  represent  an 
outlay  of  about  $50,000.     A  portion   of 


this  sum  was  appropriated  by  the  Leg- 
islature and  the  remainder  was  se- 
cured by  popular  subscription. 

The  school  is  essentially  a  State  in- 
stitution, fcr  its  pupils  come  from  all 
sections  of  Maine  and  the  board  of 
directors  is  composed  of  residents  oi 
all  parts  of  the  State. 

The  list  of  directors  includes  these 
widely  known  workers  in  the  cause  of 
philanthrophy:  J.  Calvin  Knapp, 
South  Portland;  General  Joshua  L. 
■Chamberlain;  Brunswick;  Collector  of 
the1  Port  Charles  M.  Moses,  Saco;  Mrs. 
H.  R.  Barker,  Portland;  Thomas  H. 
Phair,  Presque  Isle;  Mrs.  Elinor  Max- 
well Knight,  Portland;  George  H.  Ea- 
ton, Calais;  William  Lynch,  Portland; 
George  G.  Weeks,  Fairfield;  Hon.  Wil- 
liam T.  Haines,  Waterville;  Joseph  B. 
Peaks,  Dover;  P."  H.  Gillin,  Bangor; 
Albert  H.  Shaw,  Bath;  Hon.  Morrill  N. 
Drew,  Portland;  Col.  F.  E.  Boothby, 
Portland;  Hon.  Charles  H.  Kandall, 
Hon.  James  P.  Baxter,  Lyman  Cou- 
sens,  .Harry  Butler,  J.  Putnam  Stev- 
ens, William  J.  Ryan,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Ken- 
"#«H,  all  of  Portland,  and  Hon.  John 
P.  Svvasey  of  Canton;  Hon.  William  T. 
Cobb,  Rockland  and  W.  B.  Skelton, 
Lewiston.  i 

The  president  of  the  association  is 
Hon.  Morrill  N.  Drew;  vice  presidents, 
Hon.  Charles  H.  Randall  and  Col.  F. 
E.  Boothby;  Treasurer,  Harry  Butler; 
clerk  and  superintendent,  J.  C.  Knapp, 
and  general  solicitor,  William  J.  Ryan. 
The  superintendent  of  the  school 
and  workshop  is  J.  Calvin  Knapp,  and 
no  better  proof  is  required  of  Mr. 
Knapp's  efficiency  and  fitness  for  the 
position  he  occupies  than  the  success 
which  has  attended  the  school  since 
it  was  opened  last  November. 

George  W.   Gray  is   engineer  at  the 
plant  and  is  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place,  for  he  not  only  has  a  good  sized 
heating  plant  to  care  for  but  also  con- 
siderable machinery  to  look  after. 
Twenty-Two  Students.     . 
There  are  22  students  at  the  scnool 
1  at    the    present    time,    including    both 
men  and  women  and  practically  all  oi! 
them    are    totally    blind    and    while    a 
few  are  able  to  discern  objects  dimly, 
still  their  sight   is   so  badly  impaired, 
they  could  not  hope  to  earn  their  own 
living    without    some    special    training 
such  as  they  are  receiving. 

A  trip  through  the  large,  well 
lighted  and  well  ventilatde  workshop 
is  wonderfuly  interesting,  for  to  see 
men  and  women  totally  blind,  reseat- 
ing  chairs,      making      mattresses     and 
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/doing  upholstery  work- with  all  the 
ease  and  skill  of  persons  with  the  best 
of  eyesight,  seems  little  less  than 
marvellous. 

The  principal  work  room  in  this 
building  is  on  the  top  floor  and  when 
the  TELEGRAM  reporter  entered  the 
apartment,  he  was  surprised  to  see 
the  rapid     and     efficient     manner     in 

I  which  work  of  ■various  kinds  was  be- 
ing performed.  It  was  difficult  to 
believe  at  first  that  every  person  em- 
ployed in  the  room  was  blind,  but 
such  proved  to  be  the  case.  Not  only 
were  they  able  to  move  to  -any  part 
of  the  room  apparently  as  readily  as 
though  they  could  see,  but  their  fa- 
cility in  placing  their  hands  upon 
anything  they  wanted  seemed  won- 
derful. 

At  one  end  of  the  room  a  number 
of  men  were  engaged  in  making  hair 
mattresses  and  they  appeared  to  work 
as  rapidly  and  intelligently  as  though 
they  had  the  best  of  eyesight.  Their 
work  was  first  class  in  every  respect 
and  an  inspection  of  the  numerous 
finished  mattresses  piled  up,  did  not 
Leave  the  slightest  room  for  criti- 
cism. 

In  another  section  of  the  room  n 
number  of  women  wc-o  busily  at 
work  reseating  chairs.  The  chair 
work  appeared  to  be  particularly  mer- 
vellous,  for  cane  seats  of  intricate 
design    were      being      placed      ih    some 
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chairs,    while    others    were    being    cov- 
ered  with  plush  and  yet  the  work     of 
both  kinds   was   being   performed   in   a 
•splendid   manner   and   unless   a  person 
could    watch    the    blind    girls,    as    they 
wove    the    cane    seats    of    various    pat- 
terns    he    could    scarcely    believe      the 
work   could   be  accomplished   excepting 
>y  a  person  of  excellent  eyesight 
Broom- Making    Department. 
The  broom  making  department  is  on 
the   second   floor    and   here   brooms    of 
all  kinds  and   sizes  are   turned  out  by 
the    hundred.      Broom    making    is      not 
the   easiest   task   in      the     world   for   a 
person   who  can   see,   but  how  men  to 
tally    blind    can    turn    out    brooms      so 
rapidly  as   they   do   and  perform   their 
work    in    such    an    efficient    manner    is 
really  wonderful. 

At  present  the  school  has  a  contract 
for  supplying  the  broom  for  a  big  mill, 
which  uses  over  300  brooms  a  month 
and  the  brooms  are  also  sold  to  vari- 
ous dealers.  Since  November  1  over 
;:,000  brooms  have  been  turned  out 
and  over  500  chairs  have  been  reseat- 
ed and  repaired. 

On  the  first  floor  of  the  building  is 
a  large  and  commodious  office  and 
here  the  visitor  meets  with  another 
surprise  in  the  person  of  a  blind  ste- 
nographer and  typewriter,  who  takes 
matter  from  dictation  by  means  of 
what  is  known  as  a  "Braille-writer" 
as  readily  as  any  short  hand  writer, 
and  then  turns  out  as  clean  typewrit- 
ten copy  as  anyone  would  care  to  see 
on   a   Remington    typewriter. 

The  boiler  room  adjoins  the  basement 
of  the  building-  and  is  splendidly 
equipped. 

'  On  the  front  of  the  structure  is  a  Ia#,c 
tablet  bearing-  the  inscription,  "Maine 
School    for    the    Blind." 

The  lot  on  which  the  buildings  are 
located  is  of  ample  size  to  allow  several 
other  structures  to  be  erected  as  soon  as 
the  funds  can  be  secured,  for  it  has  a 
frontage  of  300  feet  on  Portland  street 
and  is   350   feet   deep. 

There    are    at     present    at    the      school 
'three    instructors    and    one    assistant    in- 
structor,   and   all    are    totally    blind.      Mr. 
S.    Lyons    has    charge    of   the    mattress 

?iul  upholstery  department,  W.  E.  Trask 
in  etharge  of  the  caning  department,  , 
while  the  broom  shop  is  under  the  dire  - 
tion  of  William  D.  Smith  and  W.  C. 
Sutherland.  Mr.  Trask  is  also  a  skilled 
piano  tuner  and  does  considerable  work 
in   this   line. 

The  pupils  at  the  school  receive  no 
wages,  but  when  they  have  completed 
their  course  of  instruction,  they  are 
fitted  to  go  out  into,  the  world  and  de- 
mand fairlv  good  pay  arid  the  officers 
at  the  school  hope  that  the  industrial 
department  may  be  sufficiently  devel- 
oped before  long  so  that  they  may  fur- 
nish    permanent       employment       at     fair 


wages  to  any  of   the  .graduates  Who  care 

\o    remain.       The    board    and    room  rent 

of   the    various   pupils,    however,,    is  paid 
by  the  institution. 

The  Administration   Building. 

The  administration  building,  which 
faces  Portland  street,  is  a  handsome 
structure  of  pleasing  proportions.  As 
you  pass  through  the  front  door  you  steo 
tnto  a  large  and  handsome  haVway  with 
hardwood  floors,  with  the  doors,  mantc-us 
and  window  casings  finished  in  cypress 
and  with  the  walls  painted  a  handsome 
shade    of  green. 

On  the  left  of  the  hallway  is  the  direc- 
tors' room  and  the  superintendent's 
office.  This  is  a.  remarkably  ati 
room,  with  a  glistening  hardwood  floor, 
covered  by  rugs,  containing  a  long  oak 
table,  a  number  of  large  and  comfortable 
chairs,  a  desk  and  the  walls  being  orna- 
Imented  with  numerous  attractive  pic- 
tures. 

Directly  across  the  hallway  is  the  liv- 
•  ing  room,  which  is  a  very  cosy  apart- 
ment containing  a  piano  and  numerous 
comfortable  chairs. 

The  dining  room  is  directly  in  the  rear 
and  back  of  this  is  a  large  pantry  and 
then  comes  the  kitchen  which  is  splen- 
didly   arranged. 

In  the  rear  of  the  building  is  a  large 
piazza,  where  the  students  at  the  school 
will  undoubtedly  enjoy  the  cooling 
breezes,    when   warmer  weather  arrives. 

For  the  entertainmnt  of  the  pupils 
there  are  readings  at  the  administration 
building  every  Monday  night  and  they 
are  always  at  liberty  to  use  the  apart- 
ments whenever  they  desire  to  do  so. 
and  the  majority  of  the  pupils  spend  the 
greater  portion  of  their  spare  time  in 
them. 

The  Matilda  Zeigler  Magazine  for  the 
Blind  is  sent  to  the  home  every  month 
and  the  pupils  find  the  greatest  pleasure 
in  reading  it.  They  '  aturally  do  not 
read  wit  h their  eyes  *V"  could  anyone 
else  read  the  book  with  their  eyes,  un- 
less they  were  familiar  with  the  charac- 
ters used,  for  instead  of  letters,  a  series 
of  raised  dots,  form  the  various  letters 
M  the  alphabet  and  it  is  wonderful  to  se3 
ihow  rapidly  and  readily  those  familiar 
with  the  characters  can  decipher  the 
contents   of  the  magazine. 

The  industrial  school  and  workshop  is 
accomplishing  an  Immense  amount  of 
good  and  its  scope  is  sure  to  be  greatly 
enlarged    within    the    next   few    years. 
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I  A  Pleasant  Interpolation  at  Keith's. 
r  A  feature  not  on  the  r 
gramme  at  Keith's  last 
which  made  a  great  hit  was  the  pr« 
sentation  of  a  silk  umbrella  to  Marie 
Pavey  and  a  big  broom  with  a  seven 
foot  handle  to  Sidney  Toler.  The 
gifts  were  from  the  members  of  the 
Vlaine  InstfN«ta»4a»MlW?"'B!rn*df  25  of 
vhom  occupied  a  box. 

The  broom  given  to  Mr.  Toler  was 
nade  by  William  Smith  who  has  been 
>lind  for  43  years,  and  was  a  wonder- 
ul  piece  of  work,  that  ought  to  be  a 
;reat  help  at  the  new  summer  home 
f  the  leading  man  at  the  Cape. 

by 


The    gifts    were      accompanied 


J.      Calvin 


lever   verses   written    by 
inapp,   superintendent. 

Several    members    of    Keith's    staff 
v'ere  also  presented  with  brooms. 

Geo.  W.  Gray  looked  after  the   dis- 
ribution  of  the  gifts. 
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Association  Formed  at     the 
Hotel. 
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A  meeting  in  the  interest  of  the 
blind  was  held  with  Mrs.  Frederic  E. 
l9*a|W*f  at  her  parlors  at  the  Fal- 
mouth hotel  Friday. 

At  the  meeting-  an  organization  was 
formed  and  constitution  and  by-laws 
adopted.  The  following  officers  were 
elected: 

President — Hon.  Augustus  F.  Moul- 
ton. 

First  vice  president — Mrs.  Frederic 
E.  Boothby. 

Second  vice  president — Dr.  Willis 
Bryant  Moulton. 

Secretary — Mrs.  Elinor  Maxwell 
Knight. 

Treasurer — J.  Calvin  Knapp. 

Executive  committee — Mrs.  Harriet 
R.  Barker.  Mrs.  Luella  R.  Knapp,  Miss 
Alma  E.  Spencer,  Rev.  William  H. 
Fultz,  Mrs.  George  F.  French,  Mr3. 
Alice  M.  Houlton,  W.  J.  Ryan,  Hon. 
Frederic  Boothby  and  J.  Putnam  Ste- 

1S. 

name    of    the     organization      is 
Maine  Association  for  the  Blind. 
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Maine  Institution  for 
the 


Blind.     ^ 


William  J.  Ryan  and  U.  S.  Lyons 
were  in  town  Monday  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Maine  Institution  for  the 
Blind.  Mr.  Ryan  will  make  no 
more  trips  for  the  Farmers  Almanac 
but  will  devote  his  time  to  the  solici- 
tation of  work  and  aid  for  the  Insti- 
tution, which  he  has  helped  to 
build. 

Since  the  workshops  have  been 
opened  about  8000  brooms  have  bee* 
manufactured,  nearly  1500  chairs 
have  been  recaned  or  upholstered, 
and  a  large  number  of  mattresses 
have  been  made.  There  are  now  28 
registered  at  the  institution  and  ac- 
commodations are  ample  for  75. 
New  machinery  for  the  weaving  of 
rugs  will  be  installed  this  fall,  and 
the  capacity  of  the  broom  and  up- 
holstery departments  will  be  en- 
larged. 

Mr.  U.  S.  Lyons  is  instructor  in 
tlfe  upholstery  department,  W.  E. 
Trask  in  the  caning  department, 
and  W.  D.  Smith  in  the  broom  shop 
with  Winslow  Sutherland  as  assist- 
ant. Through  the  efforts,  of  Messrs. 
Ryan  and  Lyons,  a  large  order  foi 
brooms  was  secured  in  Houlton. 
Adult  blind  wishing  to  enter  the  in- 
stitution should  communicate  with 
the  Superintendent,  J.  Calvin  Knapp 
of  Portlahd,  Me. 
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Maine  Now  Supporting  26  Pupils 
at  Perkins  Institute.fi/, 

The  annual  report  of  Edjfar 
Allen  director  of  the  Perkins  institu- 
tion and  Massachu setts ITcliool  for  the 
blincUjyhich  was  filed  with  the  gover-l 
nor  and  council  recently  shows  that 
the  state  of  Maine  now  has  2G  bene- 
ficiaries in  that  institution. 

The  report  on  the  Maine  benefiiciar- 
ies  in  the  institution  >says  in  part: 

"Four  new  pupils  have  been  re- 
ceived during  the  past  year,  Josephine 
E.  Abbott  of  Pittsfield,  Edward  Our- J 
ley  of  Portland,  Edward  Lacombe  of 
Waterville  and  Thomas  T.  McBride 
of  Auburn.  All  of  these  are  promising 
pupils  who  have  begun  to  do  good 
work  in  the  several  school  grades  to 
whioh  they  have  been  assigned. 

Alexander  St.  Pierre  of  Brunswick 
and  Lucy  M.  Shean  of  East  Milli- 
nocket  have  been  absent  throughout 
the  year  and  therefore  no  charge  lias 
been  made  against  your  state  for  their 
board  and  tuition. 

Chesley  L.  Cotton  of  Brownfield 
has  completed  his  course  in  the  school 
with  credit  and  has  received  his  di- 
ploma. He  does  not  expect  to  return 
and  his  name  may  be  dropped  from  the 
list. 

Gertrude  Golden  of  LewistOn  has 
been  called  home  to  assume  household 
duties  there.  Her  name,  too,  may  be  dis- 
charged from  your  list  of  beneficiaries. 

Margaret  S.  Ryan  of  North  Edge- 
comb  is  a  girl  of  ambition  and  musical 
talent.  She  is  donig  excellent  work, 
but  feels,  as  do  her  teachers,  that  her 
means  of  self  support  and  efficient  ser- 
vice would  be  greatly  increased  if  she 
were  permitted  to  finish  our  newly 
inaugurated  normal  course  in  music 
which  she  began  last  September.  This 
will  fit  her  to  teach  seeing  pupils.  I 
beg  that  this  privilege  may  be  con- 
ceded to  her.  She  is  worthy  of  special 
consideration  and  assistance. 


Ronello  J.  Steeves  of  Portland  is  a 
most  unpromising  pupil,  and  it  seems 
to  his  teachers,  and  also  to  an  eminent 
specialist  who  has  examined  him,  that 
his  proper  place  is  in  a  school  for  the 
feeble  minded  where  such  mentailty 
as  the  unfortunate  boy  possesses  can 
be  better  developed  than  in  our  school. 
We  cannot  receive  him  back  in  our 
school  and  recommend  that  such  a 
transference  be  made  in  his  case. 

Concerning  the  rest  of  your  bene- 
ficiaires  there  is  nothing  to  be  added 
to  what  has  been  said  of  them  individ- 
ually and  collectively  in  former  re- 
ports. Nearly  all  of  them  are  doing 
good  work,  but  they  require  further 
training  in  order  to  render  their  ed- 
ucation productive  of  good  results. 
Hence  with  the  exception  of  Chesley 
Cotton,  Gertrude  Golden  and  Ronello 
Steeves,  we  recommend  them  for  con- 
tinuance, and  we  will  arrange  for 
them  to  return  at  the  opening  of  the 
new  school  year,  September  13,  unless 
we  are  otherwise  advised  by  your  ex- 
cellency before  that  time." 
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AN rUJAll  MEETING  OF 

s  *     INSTITUTION    FOR    BLJNg- 

JThe^anTiual  meeting  of  the  Maine 
T*sUlllfp  for  the  pu~tftr— '"  held  late 
this  afternoon  at  the  administration 
building  on  Portland   street. 

At  3  o'clock  the  election  of  officers 
had  not  been  held. 

The  institution  has  about  30  at  work 
in  the  workshop  and  the  work  turned 
out  by  them  is  said  to  be  the  equal 
of  any  on  the  market.  - 
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Lanuak  M|eting    of    Maine    Insti 
•^Vl'  I       Yesterday. 

ormer    Officers      and      Trustees 
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For 


Officers 

elected. 
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The  annual  meeting  of  the  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blind  wag  yesterday 
afternoon  at  the  administration  build- 
ing on  Portland  street.  The  old  board 
of  directors  was  re-elected,  the  list 
feeing  as  follows:  J.  Calvin  Knapp, 
Portland;  James  P.  Baxter,  Portland; 
Harry  Butler,  Portland;  F.  E.  Boothby, 
Portland;  Lyman  M.  Cousins,  Port- 
land; Morrill  N.  Drew,  Portland;  Har- 
riet R.  Barker,  Portland;  Elinor  Max- 
well Knight,  Portland;  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Kendall,  Portland;  "William  Lynch, 
Portland;  Charles  H.  Randall,  Port- 
land; William  J.  Ryan,  Portland;  J. 
Putnam  Stevens,  Portland;  Joshua  L. 
Chamberlain,  Brunswick;  William  T. 
Cobb,  Rockland;  George  Eaton,  Calais; 
P.  H.  Gillan,  Bangor;  W7illiam  T. 
Haines,  W&terville;  Charles  Moses, 
Saco:  Joseph  B.  Peaks,  Dover;  Thom- 
as H.  Phair,  Presque  Isle;  Albert  H. 
Shaw,  Bath;  W.  B.  Skelton,  Lewiston; 
John  Swasey,  Canton;  George  Weeks, 
Fairfield. 


The  directors  organized  with  the 
choice  of  the  following-  officers: 

President — Morrill  N.  Drew,  Port- 
land. 

Vice  Presidents— Charles  H.  Ran- 
dall, F.  E.  Boothby,  Portland. 

Treasurer — Harry   Butler,   Portland. 

Clerk — J.   Calvin  Knapp,   Portland. 

Legislative  Committee — Morrill  N. 
Drew,  J.  Putnam  Stevens,  Charles  H. 
Randall. 

A  brief  review  of  the  work  which  Is 
being  carried  on  at  the  institution  on 
Portland  street  is  of  interest.  At  the 
present  time  the  blind  are  being 
taught  the  trades  of  broom  making, 
mutress  making,  caning  chairs,  uphol- 
stering and  weaving.  There  are  now 
24  apprentices  in  the  various  depart- 
ments. Six  are  in  the  broom  making 
department,  11  in  the  caning  depart- 
ment, three  in  the  mattress  making 
department,  two  in  the  upholstering 
department  and  on*  is  learning  the 
weaving  trade,  while  one  blind  lady 
is  learning  to  run  a  sewing  machine. 

During  the  past  year  1724  chairs 
were  caned  and  repaired,  41  chairs  and 
couckes  were  re-upholstered,  80  mat- 
tresses were  made  over  and  84  new 
mattresses  were  made  up,  11,773 
brooms. were  made. 

There  have  been  a  large  number  of 
visitors  at  the  institution  during  the_ 
year  past,  many  being  from  distant 
States  and  territories  as  well  as  a 
number  from  Canada.  All  were  very 
much  pleased  with  the  buildings,  the 
location  and  the  work  which  is  being 
accomplished. 
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TEACHING  MAINES 

BLIND  PEOPLE 

TO  BECOME 

SELF-SUPPORTING 

THRU  MECHANICAL 


[Written  for  Lewiston  Jourae 
There  are  but  few  afflictions  that  can 
befall  humanity  more  dreaded  or  ter- 
rible that  to  be  deprived,  of  sight,  and 
especially  is  this  true  of  those  who 
have  once  enjoyed  that  blessing.  To 
wander  in  darkness,  unable  to  see  the 
faces  of  those  whom  we  love,  is  indeed 
&  calamity  that  should  call  out  all  the 
sympathies  of  the  human  heart.  In  this 
*ge  of  humanitarian  in*pnls»es  it  Is  well 
that  steps!  should  be  taken  to  render 
these  unfortunates  as  comfortable  as 
possible,  and  at  least  provide  them  with 
the  means  to  earn  their  own  Livelihood 
No  less  than  fifteen  h-undired  of  these 
sightless  citizens  are  within  the  boun- 
daries of  Maine,  trat  few  of  whom  were 
born  to  the  pturple.  When  blindness 
and  poverty  go  hand!  to.  hand  the  affiic- 
tlon  becomes  titaxxb&y  terrible  and  our 
Sympathies  should    be  doubly  touched. 

Up  to  a  little  more  than  one  year  ajfo 
our  State  had  made  no  provision  for 
the  education  of  the  blind,  and  for  the 
most  part  these  people  were  the  vic- 
tims of  charity.  This  term  may  seem 
like  an  anomaly,  but  the  word  victim 
may  well  he  applied  to  those  who  must 
<$epend  upon  the  good  will  and  giving 
Of  an  unorganized  public  However 
ready  and  willing  we  may  be  to  aid 
those  who  may  be  in  distress  it  is  not 
possible  to  reach  each  individual  case 
where  hundreds  are  so  widely  scatter- 
ed over,  the  State.  It  was  for"  this  rea- 
son that  the  present  new  institution 
for  the  blind  was  started  and  Maine 
has  never  had  a  more  worthy  charity 
©r  one  that  has  made  a  greater  success 
in    the  same  space  of  time. 

Before  explaining  and  describing  the 
work  done  at  this  place  it  is  well  to 
give  a  brief  history  of  its  inception 
and  growth.  The  chief  promoter  of 
the  whole  enterprise  was  William  J, 
Ryan,  the  blind'  man  of  Portland*  and 
that  city  has  no  citizen  who  is  better 
or  more  widely  known.  For  many  years 
he  has  gone  up  and  down  our  State  as 
the  agent  of  the  Old  Farmers'  Almanac 
and  in  these  annual  pilgrimages  has  be- 
come acquainted  with  nearly  all  our 
people.  From  bitter  experience  he  saw 
the  necessity  of  an  institution  for  the 
blind  where  manual  training  could  be 
taught  and  his  fellow  unfortunates 
made  self-supporting.  As  a  writer  in 
the  Portland  Board  of  Trade  Journal 
fcas  well  said: 

*THe  was  not  willing  to  sit  down  witft 
folded  hands  while  his  blind  associates 
were  moping  in  idleness  and  discontent- 
ment. In  his-  biind  state  he  had  learn- 
ed that  there  was  no  law  ever  written 
on  the  tablets  of  our  statutes  com- 
pelling men  to  move  up  closer  on  the 
work-bench   of  life  to    make  room   for 


a  blind  brother,  but  that  there  is  a 
divine  law,  -written  on  the  hearts  of 
men,  constraining  them  to  make  a 
place  for  him  not  only  because  he  is 
unfortunate,  but  also  because  it  is  his 
right  as  a  human  being1  to  share  G-od'a 
greatest  gift,  the  privilege  of  man  to 
go  forth  unto  his  work." 

And  then  Ryan  set  himself  to  the 
task  of  agitating  and  arousing  public 
interest  in  the  matter.  Wherever  he 
found  a  man  wbo  would  listen  he  would 
talk.  All  over  Maine  be  traveled, 
soliciting  subscriptions  ajid  from  tills 
venture  he  realized,  the  sum  of  $2,000. 
Has  next  move  was  to  so  before  the 
legislature  and  ask  for  an  appropria- 
tion to.  aid  in  the  work  and  there  he  . 
met  the  usual  rebuff.  Nothing  daunted 
he  persisted  in  his  appeal  and  finally 
enlisted  the  active  sympathy  of  Mr.  J. 
C.  Knapp,  a  representative  from  South 
Portland.  Together  they  worked  upon 
the  other  members  for  more  than  three 
years,  making  converts  here  and  there, 
and  shaping  the  policy  to  be'  pursued. 
Hon.  J.  Putnam  Stevens,  a  representa- 
tive from  Portland,  became  greatly  in- 
terested in  the  work  and  proved1  to  be 
a  Dower  for  good.  Even  now  the 
obstacles  seemed  to  be  insurmountable, 
and  it  became  necessary  to  form  a 
corporation  organized  under  the  laws 
of  Maine.  This  was  accomplished  in 
1905  when  Hon.  Morrill  N.  Drew,  Hon. 
J.  C.  Knapp  and  William  J.  Ryan  met 
in  the  office  of  Col.  Fred;  Hale  and  or- 
ganized the  association  under  the  name 
by  wni<m  it  has  since  been  known.  Mr. 
Drew  was  made  president,  Ryan  elected 
treasurer,  while  Mr.  Knapp  was  chosen 
as,  clerk  of  the  newly  organized  institu- 
tion- "By  the  time  that  the  legislature 
met  the  body  had  been  increased!  to  200 
members  with  a  board  of  twenty-five 
directors,  most  of  wbom  were  among 
the  most  prominent  men  in  the  State. 


Nothing  succeeds  like  success.  The 
idea  started  by  Mr.  Ryan  had  grown  to 
such  proportions  that  the  legislature  of 
1907  was  forced  to  consider  the  subject, 
and  a  liberal  appropriation  was  made  for 
the  necessary  buildings  and  equipment. 
Today  this  institution  takes  rank  among 
the  noblest  in  our  State,  and  is  already 
doing  a  great  work  in  the  education  of 
the  blind.  Not  only  that,  but  a  public 
interest  in  its  behalf  has  been  aroused 
to  an  unparalled  extent,  and  this  public 
sentiment  will  compel  the  legislature  to 
be  doubly  generous  to  it  in  the  future. 
As  an  illustration  of  this  kindly  feel- 
ing it  is  only  necessary  to  state  that 
one  unknown  friend  sent  a  cashier's 
check  for  $3,000,  while  the  blind  Helen 
.rve'ler  gave  au  entertainment  that  net- 
ted  the     institution     another     thousand. 
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Then  the  women's  clubs  took  up  the 
matter  and  from  aJl  over  Maine  came 
their  endorsement  in  the  moat  substan- 
tial manner.  From  all  these  combined 
sources  the  building's  have  been  erected 
and  these  are  among  the  best  of  their 
kind  in  N«w  England.  No  better  evi- 
dence of  the  standing  of  this  institution 
can  be  given  than  the  mere  mention  of 
the  names  of  the  present  board  of  offi- 
cers and  directors: 

President,  Morrill  N.  Drew;  vice-presi- 
dents, Frederic  E.  Boothby,  Charles  H. 
Randall;  superintendent,  J.  Calvin. 
Knapp,  South  Portland;  Joshua  L. 
Chamberlain,  Brunswick;  Charles  M. 
Moses,  Saco;  Mrs.  Elinor  Maxwell 
Knight,  Portland;  Thomas  H.  Phadr, 
Presque  isle;  Mrs.  A.  A.  Kendall,  Port- 
land; George  H.  Eaton,  Calais;  William 
Lynch.  Portland;  Hon.  G.  G.  Weeks, 
Fairfield;  Hon.  William  T.  Haines,  Wa- 
terville;  Hon.  Joseph  B.  Peaks,  Dover; 
P.  H.  Gilin,  Bangor;  Hon.  Morrill  N. 
Drew,  Hon.  Frederic  E.  Boothby,  Chas. 
H.  Randall,  Benj.  Thompson,  Lyman 
Cousins,  Harry  Butler,  J.  Putnam  Ste- 
vens, William  J.  Ryan,  Mrs.  Clark  H. 
Barker,  Portland;  Hon.  John  P.  Swasey, 
Canton;  Hon.  W.  B.  Skelton,  Lewiston; 
Hon.  C.  N.  Blanehard,  Wilton;  Hon. 
Albert  H.  Shaw,  Bath. 


The  building  committee  wa»s  made  up 
of  Charles  II.  Randall,  Morrill  N.  Drew. 
Frederic  E.  Boothby,  J.  Putnam  Stevens 
and  Charles  M.  Moses.  It  was  a  splen- 
did service  that  they  performed  and  the 
stately  brick  structures  on  Portland 
street  speak  plainer  than  words  of  the 
fidelity  with  which  they  performed  their 
duties.  This  was  without  money  and 
without  price  and  for  this  reason  is  all 
the  more  to  their  honor  and  credit.  At 
a  recent  meeting  of  the  directors  Mr.  J. 
Calvin  Knapp  was  elected  superinten- 
dent of  the  instituirfon.  Mr.  Knapp  is  a 
man  of  good  business  experience,  and  it 
is  predicted  by  all  who  know  him  that 
he  will,  make  a  most  worthy  and  effi- 
cient superintendent,  always  having  the 
best  interest  of  the  blind  at  heart.  Mr. 
William  J.  Ryan  has  been  made  general 

agent  of  the  institution,  to  whose  inter- 
est he  will  devote  the  greater  part  of 
his  time.  It  is  a  noble  institution  which 
they  have  founded  and  one  whose  use- 
fulness will  increase  as  the  years  roll  on. 


It  will  be  of  interest  to  give  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  buildings  and  this  we  will 
let  Superintendent  Knapp  do  in  his  own 
way : 

"This  institution  is  certainly  a  credit 
not  only  to  the  promoters,  who  have 
worked  so  long  and  hard  for  its  success, 
but  also  to  this  city  and  State  as  well. 
Many  good  judges  have  expressed  their 
admiration  of  the  architectural  beauty 
of  The  buildings,  and  their  superb  loca- 
tion on    Portland    street,    at      the     West 


End.  They  consist  of  two  separate 
buildings,  the  administration  building 
and  the  work-shop  and  school  for  the 
blind. 

"The  building  nearest  the  street  is  the 
administration  building;.  It  is  two  and 
one- half  stories  in  height,  45x32  feet,  and 
has  an  addition  26x18  feet  at  the  rear 
for  kitchens.  The  building  accommo- 
dates the  offices  of  the  institution,  a  re- 
ception hall  and  living  quarters  for  the 
superintendent.  The  building  is  of  red 
brick  with  granite  and  limestone  trim- 
mings, with  a  slate  roof.  It  sets  back 
100  feet  from  the  street,  from  which  a 
concrete  walk  leads  to  the  main  en- 
trance. In  the  rear  and  a  little  to  the 
east  of  the  administration  building  is 
the  workshop.  It  is  two  stories  high  and 
its  dimensions  are  45x100.  feet  with  an 
addition  on  the  front  J9X371/-:,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  stairways,  etc.  It  has 
a  high  basement.  The  walls  are  of-  red 
brick  with  granite  and  limestone  trim- 
mings, similar  to  the  administration 
building.  The  foundation  is  of  concrete. 
The  stairways  are  of  steel  with  slate 
treads  and  are  built  in  a  fireproof  en- 
closure, insuring  'safe  exit  in  case  of  fire. 
There  are  two  stairways,  one  for  women 
and  the  other  for  men.  On  the  rear  is 
a  brick  addition  for  toilet  rooms  and  the 
boiler  room.  An  electric  freight  elevator 
will  be  in  operation  between  the  floors  of 
the  workshop  building.  The  rooms  in 
this  building  are  all  high  posted.  From 
cvcx-y  standpoint,  the  institution  is  well 
equipped  and  it  has  bright  prospects  for 
the  future." 


Teaching  the  blind  in  the  mechanic 
art?  Yes,  that  is  exactly  what  Is  being 
done  in  this  institution.  Not  only  that, 
but  they  are  taught  to  work  with  the 
same  speed  and  accuracy  as  any  oth-^r 
class  of  mechanics,  and  when  the  trade 
is  once  learned  they  can  readily  com- 
mand situations  and  receive  the  same 
salary.  The  writer  recently  made  a  visit 
to  the  place  and  was  profoundly  im- 
pressed with  the  marvelous  possibilities 
of  the  blind  when  brought  under  the 
direction  of  modern  training. 

One  of  the  first  departments  visited  in 
the  factory  was  the  chair  bottoming 
room  where  Mr.  W.  E.  Trask,  Vjf  Gar- 
diner, is  the  chief  instructor.  This  gen- 
tleman is  the  son  of  Thus.  J.  Trask,  who 
for  37  years  has  been  in  the  employ  of 
the  Kennebec  Journal.  Not  only  does 
Mr.  Trask  teach  his  blind  brothers  but 
he  is  also  a  piano  tuner  and  does  all  the 
work  for  the  Portland  schools.  In  his 
room  nothing  is  done  but  bottoming 
chairs,  and  this  is  accomplished  entire- 
ly by  the  sense  of  touch.  In  speaking  to 
the  Journal  of  this  matter  Mr.  Trask 
said: 

"The  blind  must  learn  by  the  sense  of 
touch  and  this  becomes  far  more  sensi- 
tive' than  in  persons  having  their  sight. 


J.    C.    JOsTAPP,    SUPERINTENDENT. 

When  a  new  hand  comes  in  we  first  put 
him  at  w6rk  learning  how  to  handle 
cane.  This  is  easily  done  as  one  side  is 
always  rounded  while  the  other  side  is 
flat.  Then  he  is  taughj  how  to  place 
the  first  course  from  ffont  to  back  and 
make  it  fast.  The,n  the  next  course  is 
laid  from  right  to  left,  and  this  begins 
to  form  the  squares.  The  following 
course  must  be  laid  in  a  diagonal  direc-  j 
tion  and  then  back  again.  This  must 
then  be  repeated  as  there  must  be  six 
courses  in  all  to  form  the  octagonal 
holes. 

"Of  course  a  young  person  learns  much 
more  readily  than  one  of  advanced 
years.  Then  there  are  some  blind  people 
who  have  more  mechanical  genius  than 
others  and  these  learn  still  quicker.  All 
depends  upon  the  individual  and  his 
natural  aptitude,  and  we  have  two  per- 
sons here  who  are  50  and  60  years  old 
but  yet  have  learned  how  to  bottom 
cane  chairs  as  quickly  as  any  of  the 
young.  The  first  object  here  is  teaching 
to  feel,  and  naturally  the  blind  are  no 
keener  in  this  respect  than  those  who 
can  sec.  Thji*  sense  of  touch  Is  cul- 
■y^ated,  and  you  could  do  this  as  easily 
^A/ blind  person  if  you  so  desired.  The 
V'  difference  is  that  you  do  not  need 
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to  cultivate  touch  while  the  blind  are 
obliged  to  do  so.  When  these  .  people 
leave  here  they  are  expert  chair  bot- 
tomers  and  can  work  as  fast  and  as  fine 
as  those  who  have  eyes." 

Mr.  Trask  is  a  graduate  of  the  Per- 
kins Institute  in  Boston  and  a  man  of 
fine  intelligence  as  well  as  an  excellent 
teacher.    He  has  ten  in  his  clase  and  the 

fiost  of  these  have  once  enjoyed  sight, 
ickness  or  accident  has  brought  them 
here  where  their  training  will  soon  make 
them  capable  of  earning  their  livelihood, 
and  consequently  independent. 
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And  then  we  passed  on  to  the  broom- 
making  department  v.  here  a  half-dozen 
blind  men  were  learnig  that  art.  The 
first  duty  here  is  learning  how  to  sort 
the  brush,  as  the  long  and  smooth  cane 
must  be  removed  to  make  the  outside 
This  is  know  by  the  name  of  "hurl"  and 
is  the  best  material  for  the  broom.  The 
short  fibre  is  then  sorted  out  for  the 
filler,  or  inside  work.  There  are  different 
grades  of  both  hurl  and  filler  and  these 
are  used  according  to  the  quality  of 
broom  desired.  The  rougher  kind  is  used 
in  making  brooms  for  mills  where 
ngth  rather  than  delicacy  is  re- 
quired, while  the  finer  grades  are  tor 
house  work  entirely. 


After  the  fibre  is  sorted  out  the  next 
process,  is 'the  cutting  and  this  is  done 
by  a   machine  for     the*    purpose.     Then 

cortifes  the  sewing  and  winding  wire,and 
the  tension  from  the  machine  is  all 
that  the  number  18  wire  will  stand  with- 
out breaking.  Both  shoulders  of  the 
broom  must  be  made  of  good  brush  to 
cover  the  filler,  and  over  this  must  be 
placed  the  fine  hurl.  After  the  sewing 
and  winng  is  completed  the  broom  goes 
to  another  machine  where  it  is  trimmed. 
The  last  process  is  known  as  the  scrap- 
ing and  this  takes  out  all  the  uneven 
canes,  leaving  the  broom  smooth  and 
ready  for  market.  This  room  is  rn  cfcarga 
of  W.  D.  Smith  of  Westbrook,  who  for- 
merly was  in  the  employ  of  the  great 
paper  mills  of  that  place  as  their 
broom  maker. 


In  i><>  upper  story  is  the  mattress  and 
upholstering  department,  where  N.  S- 
Lyons  is  the  manager  and  instructor  for 
a  class  of  sis  at  this  writing.  The  horn© 
of  this  teacher  is  in  Houlton,  and  he  s 
one  of  the  most  expert  workmen  in  his 
line  in  the  State.  In  making  a  mattress 
different  materials  are  used  according 
to  the  quality  of  the  goods  wanted.  Tha 
filling  here,  is  usually  cotton  batting, 
wool  and  excelsior,  and  the  mattress  is 
shaped  in  a  wooden  frame.  When  hair 
is  used  the  work  is  done  entirely  by 
hand  as  it  is  much  more  particular  as 
well  as  being  more  costly.  :  After  the 
mattress  is  filled  it  is  then  (jacked  with 
a  16-inch  needle,  and  the  spacing  is  dona 
with  rules  notched  up  to  a  quarter  of 
an  inch.  Hemp  twine  is  used  while 
the  ends  are  tied  with  leather.  It  is  an 
interesting  sight  to  see  these  sightless 
workmen  and  how  deftly  the  different 
parts  are  done. 

The  upholstering  department  is  also 
under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Lyons  and  it 
is  interesting  to  watch,  the"  workers 
take  the  spirals  and  <with  the  fingers 
mea.sure  the  proper  distance  and  then 
tack  them  in  place  with  staples.  No 
one  would  mistrust  that  these  people 
were  blind  by  simply  watching  their 
movements.  Everything  is  done  with 
the  precision  of  clock  work ,  and)  when 
the  job  is  finished  it  is  ready  for  the 
store    or   parlor. 

On  the  same  floor  looms  for  the  mak- 
ing of  rugs  are  in  full  operation  and 
here  are  50  0  spools  containing  the  warp 
and  filling.  This  work  is  under  the 
charge  of  George  W.  Gray,  who  is  also 
janitor  of  the  buil-dlngs.  It  is  the  in- 
tention to  have  a  class  in  this  work  as 
soon  as  the  machinery  is  fully  installed. 


The  -more  one  watches  these  blind 
people  work  the  more  astonishing  the 
posslbilties  become.  Here,  for  example 
is  Miss  Anna  E.  Soencor  of  East  Bald- 
win, who  rcma  the  big  sewing1  machine 


in  the  upholstering  and  mattress  de- 
partment. She  will  sew  up  a  bed  tick 
as  qui  eddy  and  deftly  as  any  master- 
hand  at  that  machine  can  do.  In 
speaking1  to  the  Journal  Miss  Spencer 
said*: 

"This  is  new  work  for  me  as  I  only 
commenced  on  the  machine  one  month 
ago  but  I  find  that  I  can  do  it  very 
nicely.  I  cut  the  ticks  as  well  as  sew 
them.  I  presume  it  would  be  easier  to 
do  the  work  if  I  could  see  but  I 
manage  very  well  as  it  is." 

This  building  has  a  splendid  con- 
crete 'basement  and  here  all  the  raw 
material  is  kept  Most  of  the  corn  fibre 
for  brooms  comes  from,  Oklahoma, 
Illinois,  Kansas  and  Spain,  but  that 
from  Illinois  is  said  to  be  the  best.  The 
rattan  for  chair  bottoming  is  all  Im- 
ported. As  this  material  is  needled  in 
the  upper  rooms  it  is  taken  up  in  an 
elevator  to  the  workmen. 

In  the  office  with  Sopt.  Knapp  is 
William  Lynch,  of  Portland,  who  is 
tiie  stenographer.  Blind!  from  birth,  he 
handles  the  ieys  of  typewriter  with  all 
the  skill  of  a  professional  as  well  as  do- 
ing other  office  work.  This  gentleman 
is  also  a  skillful  chair  maker,  and  in 
fact  can  do  nearly  any  kind  of  work 
taught  in  the  building.  In  typewriting 
he  uses  the  raised  dot,  or  socaHecb  point 
system  and  is  very  expert  in  its  use. 

Mr.  Knapp  is  a  very  efficient  super- 
intendient  and  is  fast  raising  the 
prestige  of  this  institution.  In  a  re- 
cent talk  with  the  Journal  this  gentle- 
man said: 

'Ton  m<ust  not  forget  tiiat  this  insti- 
tution is  a  school  and  not  an  asylum 
for  the  blind.  While  we  sell  the  goods 
mad©  here  we  do  not  aim  to  be  a  pro- 
ductive factory.  We  are  here  simply 
to  teach,  and  as  soon  as  a  student  is 
proficient  in  his  trade  he  is  oblidged 
to  leave,  usually  from  six  months  to  a 
year  is  the  limit  of  the  stay  here.  The 
object  is  to  teach  the  bland  to  be  self 
supporting  and  the  instruction  is  free. 
No  doubt  in  time  this  will  be  a  pro- 
ductive factory  and  compete  for  the 
markets.  In  that  event  the  blind  will 
be  employed  here  permanently.  At 
present  we  only  take  adults  and  teach 
them  some  practical  trade. 

"Yes,  the  state  helps  us,  and  last 
year  we  received  $15,000  but  of  course 
this  was  not  all  for  teaching.  These 
buildings  have  been  guite  expensive. 
We  receive  much  help  in  the  way  of 
orders  for  goods  that  we  manufacture. 
Portland  gives  us  much  work,  and  we 
also  have  brooms  per  month  from  the 
Warren  Paper  Company  of  Westbrook. 
The  Dana  warp  and  Haskell  silk  mill 
of  the  same  town  also  give  us  large 
orders.  These  with  the  garages  and 
stables  of  Portland  furnish  us  with 
the  work  necessary  to  keep  the  school 


running.  Mr,  Ryan  js  our  general  agent 
and"  he  also  solicits  orders  in  the  city. 

"We  have  now  been  running  over 
fifteen  months  andi  have  received  36 
applications  from  blind!  people,  and  of 
these  32  have  been  received.  At  the 
present  moment  we  have  29  in  the 
building.  Here  is  the  list  of  questions 
that  we  ask  all  applicants: 

1.  What  is  the  name  and  P.  O.  ad- 
dress of  the  applicant? 

2.  Where  was  applicant  born? 
When?   (The  day  month  and.  year.) 

3.  Names  of  applicant's  parents  P. 
O.  addTess  if  living. 

4.  Was  applicant  bcrn  blind?  If  not, 
at  what  age  was  the  sight  impaired  ? 

5.  Is  the  blindness  total  or  partial? 

6.  What  was  the  cause  of  blindness? 

7.  Has  the  applicant  full  use  of 
handls  andi  fingers? 

8.  Is  the  applicant  in  good  health 
and  of  sound  mind!? 

9.  Has  applicant  learned  any  trade 
before  or  since  blindness?     • 

10.  What  trade  would  applicant  pre- 
fer to  learn? 

11.  Is  applicant  of  good  moral  char- 
acter and  temperate  habits? 

12.  What  are  the  pecuniary  means 
of  applicant? 

13.  Can  applicant's  parents  or 
guardian,  with  the  aid  of  applicant's 
labor,  pay  a  reasonable  sum  for  board? 

14.  What  is  the  religious  denomina- 
tion of  applicant? 

15.  Has  applicant  ever  been  vacci- 
nated, and  when? 

16.  How  long  has  applicant  resided 
in  this  State. 

1 7.  Name  and  Py  O.  address  of  per- 
son supporting  or  having  the  care  and 
custody  of  applicant. 


These  buildings  cost  $45,000  and  are 
most  '  substantially  built.  The  institu- 
tion and  the  object  are  noble,  and  if 
fostered'  will  be  of  immense  benefit  to 
a  class  of  our  worthy  citizens  who 
would  otherwise  be  well  nigh  helpless. 
The  legislature  can  well  afford  to  be 
liberal  with  such  an  establishment  and 
such  an  object.  There  is  no  public  in- 
stitution in  Maine  that  appeals  with 
greater  force  to  the  charity  of  a  kind- 
hearted  people,  or  one  that  deserves 
to  be  more  carefully  nourished  and 
supported*  That  our  legislature  will  be 
willing  to  do  this  we  have  every  reason 
to  believe,  and  whatever  generosity 
may  be  extended  will  be  applauded  and 
upheld  by  the  people  of  Maine  irre- 
spective of  all  political  affiliations. 


o©,£)«  Jdahrmam . 
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Opposition  to  Appropriation  Expressed 
by    Former    Employe   and    His 
Wife — Other  Hearings.  JO  I 
(Staff    Correspondent   of   the    Commercial). 

Augusta,  Jan.  25. 
•  Something  which  was  not  down  on 
the  cards  took  place  at  the  hearing  en 
the  resolve  appropriating  $10,000  for 
each  of  the  next,  two  years  for  the 
Sefyool  for  the  Blind  in  Portland,  which 
was  up  before  the  W&mittee  on  appro- 
priations and  financial  affairs  Tu< 
afternoon.  O.  A.  -Nichols,  a  blind  man. 
and  Mrs.  Nichols,  his  blind  wife,  ap- 
peared to  oppose  the  measure  on  the 
ground  that  the  institution  did  not  pro- 
vide its  pupils  with  proper  boarding 
places.  Mr.  Nichols  was  formerly  an 
instructor  at  the  school  but  be  lost  his 
place  there.  Both  he  and  his  wife  de- 
clared that  the  trustees  had  done  every- 
thing in  their  power  to  prevent  them 
from  marrying.  But  Dan  Cupid  was 
triumphant  and,  in  the  end,  they  were 
married.  Shortly  after  this  Mr.  Nich- 
ols lost  his  job. 

A  large  number  of  Portland  people 
Were  present  at  the  hearing.  Among 
them  were  Col.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  E. 
Boothby.  Mrs.  Oakley  ('.  Curtis,  wife  of 
the  mayor  of  Portland;  Mrs.  Gertrude 
Leavitt,  Morrill  N.  Drew,  Dr.  Seth  C. 
Gordon,  Dr.  E.  E.  Holt,  Thomas  L. 
Talbot,  James  A.  Cunningham,  proprie- 
tor of  the  Lafayette  hotel;  Charles  Mc- 
Carthy, Jr.,  ex-Mayor  Charles  H.  Ran- 
dall, J.  Putnam  Stevens  and  M.  Mc- 
Donough. 

Mr.  Nichols  addressed  the  committee 
and  objected  to  a  favorable  report  being 
made  in  the  resolution  because,  he  said, 
the  school  did  not  provide  suitable 
boarding  places  for  its  pupils.  Mrs. 
Nichols  also  took  a   similar  attitude. 

Murrill  N.  Drew.-  the  chairman  of 
Gov.  Cobb's  tax  commission  of  four 
years  ago,  admitted  that  the  trustees 
had  opposed  the.  marriage.  Thej 
thought,  he  declared,  that  there  "should 
be  at  least  one  pair  of  eyes  in  every 
family."  He  turned  the  objections  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols  to  account  clevor- 
l.\  by  saying  that,  if  it  was  true  that 
the  institution  did  not  furnish  its  pupils 
with  suitable  boarding-  places,  that  was 
all  the  more;  reason  why  the  state 
should  appropriate  money  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  dormitory.  It  was  a  difficult 
task  to  secure  proper  places  for  blind 
people  to  board, .he  said. 
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BLIND  AGAINST  BLIND 


A.    NICHOLS    OPPOSED    APPROPRI- 
ATION  FOR  THE  MAINS  INSTI- 
TUTION   FOR  THE   BLIND 


Augusta,   Jan.   24. — The   committee   on 
priations      and      financial      affairs 
treated    to   the   unique   experience 
t   having  a   blind   nian  appear 
the    committee    in    opposition    to 
■m    appropriation    for    the    Maine    Insti- 
tution   for    the    Blind.        The      opponent 
ras   O.    A.    Nichols,    a    fo'incr    instructor 
it  the  in.sti  tuition,  who  lost  his  position' 
ind   felt   that  he   had  a  grievance.  Mor- 
•iil  N.  Drew  of  Portland   explainer!    that 
;he    Board    of    Trustees    of    the    inst;tu- 
.ion   had   objected   to   Mr.   Nichols    mar-, 
riage    to   ;l   blind    woman    who   was    one' 
jf    his    pupils.       Mr.     ami     Mrs.     Nichols 
iil   and   ooth  opposed  the, 
[rig    w    an    appropriation    for    the 
institution     on     the     ground     that     suit- 
able boarding  places  were  not  pro 
for    the    pupils.      MY.    Drew    turned    the 
complaint   to   account   by  saying   that   it 
only    confirmed    his.    statement    that    the 
Institut  on     needed     a    dormitory,     as     it 
was    difficult    to    find    suitable    boarding 
places  for  blind  people. 

Portland  institutions  had  the  call 
before  the  committee  and  there  was  a 
large  attendance  of  Portland  people 
who  are  connected  with  the  institu- 
tions. The  Maine  General  Hospital, 
which  asks  for  $10,000  for  each  of  the 
next  two  years;  the  Maine  Bye  and 
Ear  Infirmary,  which  asks  for  $5,000 
for  each  of  the  next  two  years;  the 
[or  Friendless  Boys,  which  asks 
fur  $2,000  for  each  of  the  next  two 
years;  The  Temporary  Home,  which 
asks  for  $2,500  for  each  of  the  next 
two  years;  the  School  for  the  Blind, 
which  asks  for  $10,000  for  each  of  the 
next  two  years;  the  St.  Elizabeth's, 
Orphan  Asylum,  which  asks  for  $2,500 
for  each  of  the  next  two  years  and  the 
Ploly  Innocents  Home,  which  asks  for 
$2,500  for  each  of  the  next  two  years, 
were   the  petitions   heard. 
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LOCAL  CHARITIES 


Portland  Institutions  Had  In- 
nings at  Capitol. 


HEARINGS      ON.. -SEVERAL 


Hon.    M.    N.    Drew    Appeared 
for  Petitioners. 


(Special  to  the  PRESS.) 
Augusta,  Jan.  24—  Portland  institu- 
tions had  the  call  before  the  commit- 
tee on  appropriations  this  afternoon 
and  there  was  a  large  attendance  of 
prominent  men  and  women  from 
Portland  who  are  connected  in. one  way 
or  another  with  these  institutions. 

The  Maine  General  hospital  which 
asks  for  $10,  (MX)  for  each  of  the  two 
years;  the  Maine  Eye  &  Ear  infirmary 
which  asks  for  $5000  each  year;  the 
Home  for  Friendless  Boys  which  asks 
for  $20CO  for  each  year;  the  Temporary 
home  which  asks  for  $2500  for  each  of 
the  two  years;  the  School  for  the 
Blind  which  asks  for  $10,000  for  each 
of  the  two  years;  the  St.  Elizabeth's 
Orphan  asylum  which  asks  for  $2500 
for  each  year  and  the  Holy  Innoc 
home  which  asks  for  $2500  for  each 
year  were  the  institutions  whose  pe- 
titions were  heard. 

The  Portland  women  who  were  pres- 
ent were  Mrs.  P.  B.  Boothby,  Airs. 
Oakley  C.  Curtis,  wife  of  Mayor  Cur- 
tis, Mrs.  Gertrude  Leavitt  and  others 
spoke  in  behalf  of  these  institutions 
as  well  as  Col.  F.  E.  Boothby,  Dr. 
Seth  C.  Gordon,  Thomas  L.  Talbot,  Dr. 
E.  E.  Holt,  Morrill  N.  Drew,  Charles 
McCarthy,  Jr.,  James  A.  Cunningham, 
J.  Putnam  Stevens,  Ex-mayor  Charles 
H.  Randall  and  Mons.  McDonough  who 
each  in  turn  spoke  for  the  institutions 
with  which  they  are  connected  or  in- 
terested. 


Outside  of  a  presentation  of  the.  facts 
relating-  to  the  work  these  institution," 
are  doing,  the  hearing  was  colorles: 
with  the  exception  that  C.  A.  Nichols 
a  blind  man,  appeared  as  a  sort  o 
opponent  to  the  granting-  of  the  ap 
propriation  for  the  School  for  the 
Blind  on  the  ground  that  that  institu- 
tution  does  not  provide  its  pupils  with 
proper  boarding  places.  He  has  been 
an  instructor  at  the  institution  ani 
hos  lost  his  position  there  and  seemed 
to  feel  that  he  had  a  grievance. 
Drew  explained  that  the  trust 
the  school  thought  that  Mr.  Nichols 
should  not  marry  a  blind  woman  who 
was  one  of  the  pupils  and  ho  took  of- 
fense at  their  action.  Mr.  Drew  said 
that  the  trustees  thought  that  at  least 
one  pair  of  eyes  should  be  found  In 
everv  family  and  this  was  the  reason 
that  the  trustees  had  attempted  to 
prevent  Mr.  Nichols's  marriage.  Mrs. 
Nichols  was  also  present  and  com- 
plained of  the  lack  of  suitable  boarding 
p'.oces  for  the  pupils  of  the  school.  Mr 
Drew  said  that  this  was  in  line  with 
what  he  had  said  that  the  institution 
needed  a  dormitory  for  its  pupils  as 
It  is  most  difficult  to  secure  suitable 
boarding  places  for  blind  people. 

The  committee  did  not  take  action 
on  these  resolves  this  afternoon. 

Morrill  N.  Drew  took  charge  of  tll« 
hearings  as  far  as  the  women  were 
concerned,  and  in  each  case  briefly 
Slated  their  case  and  introduced  them 
to  the  members  of  the  committee. 

The  first  proposition  considered  was 
the  petition  of  the  Home  for  Friend- 
less Boys  which  asks  for  $2000  a  year 
and  whose  purposes  and  work  Mrs.  F. 
E.  Boothby  presented  in  a  very  brief 
but  satisfactory  manner.  Some  of  the 
other  ladies  also  spoke  upon  this  mat- 
ter. 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Stevens  Leavitt  spoke 
for  the  Temporary  Home  for  Women 
rnd  children  which  asks  for  $2500  for 
each  of  the  two  years.  She  said  that 
this  home  cares  for  those  unfortunate 
women  who  have  no  other  place  to  go 
when  the  time  for  materinity  ap- 
proaches. In  a  most  elocpaent  way  she 
presented  the  work  which  this  insti- 
tution is  doing  and  explained  its  re- 
quirements and  needs. 

Hon.  James  A.  Cunningham  also 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  granting  of  the 
appropriation.  He  said  that  he  did 
not  believe  that  any  institution  in 
the  State  was  doing  a  more  noble 
work  than  the  Temporary  home. 
THE  HOME  FOR  THE   BLIND. 


Morrill  N.  Drew  opened    the^  < 

before 


_case 
for  the  petitioners  .  He  said  that 
the  State  of  Maine  had  established  the 
school  for  the  blind  there  was  no  in- 
stitution in  the  State  where  the  blind 
could  be  taught  to  be  self  supporting. 


In  1909  and  1910  the  institution  had 
received  from  Maine  $15,000  for  each 
year  and  this  year  the  institution 
asks  for  $10,000  a  year  which  he  said 
would  be  ample  with  economy.  He 
said  that  there  are  now  26  blind  peo- 
ple in  the  school  who  are  being  taught 
the  making  of  brooms,  upholstering, 
the  seating  of  chairs  and  other  things. 
He  said  that  he  had  never  met  a 
-"blind  .person  who  wanted  to  be  a 
pauper.  They  all  have  ambition  and 
if  the  State  helps  them  learn  some 
means  of  self  support  that  they  will 
eventually  become  self  supporting.  He 
said  that  the  trustees  thought  the  in- 
stitution was  doing  a  great  work,  for 
not  only  were  they  teaching  the  blind 
some  occupation  but  they  were  doing 
much  to  lighten  the  lives  of  these  un- 
fortunate people. 

Mr.  Drew  said  that  the  institution 
really  needs  a  dormitory  where  all 
the  blind  could  be  cared  for  but  al- 
though some  unknown  benefactor  had 
given  the  institution  $5000  a  year  to 
be  -used  for  a  dormitory. 

Ex- Mayor  Charles  H.  Randall  and 
J.  Putnam  Stevens  both  spoke  in  fa- 
vor of  the  resolve  and  urged  the  ap- 
propriation. 

O.  A.  Nichols,  a  blind  man,  was 
called  upon  and  said  that  he  had  a 
complaint  to  make  about  the  kind  of 
boarding  places  which  are  provided 
for  the  blind.  He  said  he  had  gone  to 
the  institution  as  a  teacher  and  he 
had  been  deprived  of  his  position  be- 
cause some  one  had  lied  about  him. 

"They  owe  me  this  place  because  I 
worked  for  the  institution.  I  went 
about  the  State  trying  to  raise  money 
for  this  institution  and  they  owe  me 
this  place  The  blind  people  there  do 
not  dare  to  stand  up  for  their  rights 
because  if  they  are  put  out  of  the  in- 
stitution it  means  the  poor  house  for 
them  and  so  they  keep  still,"  conclud- 
ed  Mr.  Nichols 

Mrs.  O.  A.  Nichols,  also  blind,  ap- 
peared to  complain  because  the  insti- 
tution did  not  provide  suitable  board- 
ing places  for  the  pupils. 

Mr.  Drew  said  that  what  Mr.  Nich- 
ols had  said  only  emphasized  what  he 
had  stated  about  the  need  of  a  dorm- 
itory for  the  institution.  He  said  that 
it  might  explain  Mr.  Nichols's  appar- 
ent opposition  to  the  resolve  to  state 
that  Mr  and  Mrs.  Nichols  were  mar- 
ried "soon  unyi'  ■  "tHy'iBwrnwrni1  imti 

opened  and  the  trustees  did  not  ap- 
prove of  their  marriage  and  thought  it 
better  that  Mr.  Nichols  should  not 
aue  as  an  instructor  in  the  school 
lor  the  blind. 
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Have  Call   in   Hearing   Before  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations. 

The  charitablo  institutions  .,!£pjn 
Portland  -*wi.d  the  call  before  the  com- 
mittee on  appropriations  'rftgjffjj^t  af~ 
ternoon  and  there  was  a  lafgc  attend- 
ance of  prominent  men  and  women 
from  Portland  who  are  connected  in 
one  way  or  another  with  these  insti- 
tutions. 

The  Maine  General  hospital,  which 
asks  for  $10,000  for  each  of  the  two 
years;  the  Maine  Eye  and  Ear  Infirm- 
ary, which  asks  for  $5000  each  year;  the 
Home  for  Friendless  Boys,  which  asks 
for  $2000  for  each  year;  the  Temporary 
Home,  which  asks  for  $2500  for  each  Of 
the  two  years;  the  School  for  the 
Blind,  which  asks  for  $10,000  for  each 
of  the  two  years;  the  St.  Elizabeth's 
Orphan  Asylum,  which  asks  for  $2500 
for  each  yea*  and  the  Holy  Innocents 
j^mmF^mch  asks  for  $2500  for  each 
year,  were  the  institutions  whose  pe- 
titions were  heard. 

The  Portland  women  who  were  pres- 
ent were  Mrs.  F.  E.  Boothby,  Mrs. 
Oakley  O.  Curtis,  wife  of  Mayor  Cur- 
tis. Mrs,  Gertrude  Eeavitt  and  others 
spoke  in  behalf  of  these  institutions  as 
well  as  Col.  F.  E.  Boothby,  Dr.  Seth 
C.  Gordon,  Thomas  L.  Talbot,  Dr.  E. 
E.  Holt,  Morrill  N.  Drew,  Charles  Mc- 
Carthy, Jr.,  James  A.  Cunningham,  J. 
Putnam  Stevens.  ex-Mayor  Charles  H. 
Randall  and  Mons.  McDonough,  who 
each  in  turn  spoke  for  the  institutions 
with  whicli  they  are  connected  or  in- 
terested. 

Outside  of  a.  presentation  of  the 
facts  relating-  to  the  work  these  insti- 
tutions are  doing  the  hearing  was  col- 
orless with  the  exception  that  O.  A. 
Niehols,  a  blind  man,  appeared  as  a 
sort  of  opponent  to  the  granting  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  School  for  the 
jEiLnd^n  the  ground  that  that  institu- 
Uon^TOes  not  provide  its  pupils  with 
proper  boarding  places.  He  had  been 
ttrucl  t  in  the  fastltul  Ion  and 
had  lost  ms  position  there  and  seemed 
i  ilia;  lie  had  a  grievance.  Mr. 
Drew    explained    that    tJic    trustees   6t 
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v.  a  blind  woman  who 
•p.e  of  the  pupils  and  he  took  of- 
at  their  action.  Mr.  Drew  said 
tliat  the  trustees  thought  that  it  least 
one  pair  of  eyes  should  be  found  in 
every  family  and  this  was  the  reason 
that  the  Trustees  had  attempted  to  pre- 
v.ni  Mi.  Nichols'  marriage.  Mrs. 
Nichols  was  also  present  and  com- 
plained of  the  lack  of  suitable  board- 
ing places  for  the  pupils  of  the  school. 
Mr.  Drew  said  that  this  was  in  line 
with  what  lie  .had  said  that  the  insti- 
tution needed  a  dormitory  for  its  pu- 
pils as  it  is  most  difficult  to  secure 
suitable  boarding  places  for  blind  peo- 
ple. 

rue  mmmHM  HA  wi  Mm  action 

TTpon  these  resolves  Tuesday  afternoon. 
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Claims  for  Consideration 

Well  Presentee1. 


(Special    to    the    Argus.) 
Augusta,  Me.,  Jan.  24. — The  commit- 
tee    on    appropriations     and    financial 
affairs   gave    hearings    this    afternooon 
i  to   several   resolves    introduced    in   be- 
of  Portland  charitable  institutions 
— the  Maine  General  Hospital,  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  the  Maine  Institu- 
tion  for   the   Blind,   Temporary    Home 
for    Women    and    Children,    St.    ] 

3    Roman    Catholic     Orphan 
lum  and  the  Holy  Innocents'   I!" 
number    of    prominent 
there  including  Mayor  Curtis 
Curti 

•;•  Randall.   Hon.   .1  ining- 

Richard    J.    Duddy,    Hon.    M 
[)r.  Seth  C 
smith    of    I 

land. 


The    hearings    war*    varied    by    the 
I  lie  homing  for  the  In- 
stitution for  the  BUnd  of  A.  O.  Nichols 
and  his  wife,  both  blind,  who  protest- 
ed against  the  manner  the  blind   were 
housed   and   the  food  served   them.  In-*) 
cidentally    it   came    out    that    Mr.    and 
Mrs.  Nichols  were  married  while  they 
inmates  of  the  home,  and  Nicfl- 
ald   that   he  was  an  instructor  in 
chair  caning  there,  but  had  been  dis- 
charged since   his   marriage.     He   pro- 
'     that    the    blind    were    imposed 
in  the  matter  of  rooms  and  food. 
Senator    Bonyton    presided    and    as 
this  was  the  first  large  hearing  there 
was    much   interest    manifested.     Many 
of  those  who  appeared  in  behalf  of  the 
charitable    institutions    referred   to  the 
rent    fact   of  the   condition   of  the 
es   of   the    State     treasury     and 
therefore    they    asked    for   just   enough 
to    get    along    comfortably    on    for    the 
next  two  years.     Dr.  Gordon  in  speak- 
ing referred  to  the  hard  position  of  the 
members   of   the  Legislature   this   sesr 
sion   because,   of    the    straitened    condi- 
tion   of  the  finances,  and  said  he   was 
ot  a  member  under  these 
conditions.     Several    members    of    the 
Utec    asked    for      details      which 
were  not  given  in  statements  of  facts 
tying    the    resolves,    and    the 
questions 
tents    in    these 
orts. 

Home  for  Friendless  Boys. 
Hon,  Morrill  N.  Drew  of  Portland  in 
behalf  of  the  Maine  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  which  was  the  first  calendar  on 
the  list,  waived  the  privilege  of  being 
first  haard  in  favor  of  the  Home  for 
Krien.  ya.     Mr.    Drew    spoke   in 

behalf  of  the  resolve,  which  called  for 
$2,000  for  each  0i  the  next  two  3 
Ho  recited  the  history  of  the  charity, 
which  had  been  founded  without  State 
until  lately.  During  the  past 
i  14  home!  had  been 

and  65  of  them  had  secured 
homes  through  the  management.  The 
work  done  is  excellent,  two  of  the  res- 
cued boys  bring  lately  graduates  of 
colleges  and  others  in  useful  walks  of 
life. 

Mrs.   F'\  E.  Boothby  of  Portland  spoke 
briefly  in  relation  to  the  home. 

Mr.    Otis    of   the   committee   inquired 

about    the    ages    when     children     were 

taken    into    the    home    and    the    usual 

length   of   their   stay   there,      and      Mr. 

explained      that      hoe- 


for  the  boys  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible.    There  are   nov    af  score  of 
at  the  home. 

Temporary    Home  for   Women. 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Leavitt  of  .  Portland 
appeared  in  behalf  of  the  Temporary 
omen  and  Children  at 
Portland  and  graphically  described  the 
good  owrk  done  there.  They  received 
women  and  children  from  all  parts  of 
the  State  who  are  unfortunates,  home- 
less and  .  friendless.  Women  facing 
maternity  seek  the  home  and  tragedies 
are.  averted  by  the  open  door  of  the 
home.  _  In  a  large  measure  the  work 
is  substantial  and  80  per  cent  are  re- 
formed and  the  children  born  there 
are  given  good  homes  by  adoption. 

The  resolve  called  for  $3500  for  the 
years   1911-1912. 

Hon.  James'Cuningham  of  Portland 
spoke  briefly  in  earnest  support  of  the 
home,  saying  that  it  was  a  great  char- 
ity performed  which  no  other  institu- 
tion seemed  to  care  to  do. 

Maine    Institute  for  the   Blind. 

The  Maine  Institution  for^Wf^^nnd 
was  principally  represented  by  Hon.  M. 
N.  Drew,  who  reviewed  the  history  of 
the  institution,  which  is  the  only  one 
in  Maine  and  a  place  where  the  un- 
fortunate can^becojme  self  supporting. 
The  work  was  started  by  the  blind 
themselves  and  later  the  State  built 
the  institution  at  Portland.  The  prop- 
erty represents  $65,000  of  the  State's 
money.  The  institution  is  not  man- 
aged by  a  State  board,  but  the  direc- 
tors board  manages  splendidly.  The 
State  two  years  ago  gave  $15,000. 
There  are  26  blind  apprentices  there 
now  learning  trades,  and  by  the  year's 
end  there  will  be  35  or  40. 

Recognizing  the  needs  of  economy 
|  in  the  State  only  $10,000  a  year  for  the 
two  years  are  asked  at  this  time.  U 
we  can  make  the  blind  self  sustaining 
communities  are  relieved  of  the  bur- 
den of  their  support. 

Chairman  Boynton  inquired  wheth 
er  or  not  a  report  was  printed,  an 
replied  that  it  was  their  first  yea 
and  the  accounts  were  audited  by  th 
State  auditors.  It  cost  $15,000  la* 
and  the  State  still  owed  $7,500 
in  unpaid  warrants  left  over  from  last 
J  ear. 

Senator   Hastings    inquired    the    cost 
of  inmate,  and  was  told  it  was  $ 
week  outside  the   institution   and   they 
wished  to  built  a  dormitory  soon. 


Charles  H.  Randall  of  Portland,  also 
spoke  in  behalf  of  the  institution, 
and  J.  Putnam  Stevens,  also  a  trustee, 
showed  photos  of  the  inmates  at  work 
in  the  workshops  of  the  institution, 
and  pleaded  for  the  blind. 

Mr.  O.  A.  Nichols,  a  blind  inmate  of 
the  home,  spoke  of  the  institution, 
which,  he  s'aid,  was  all  right  up  to  a 
certain  extent.  He  entered  as  in- 
structor of  chairmaking.  His  wife 
complained  of  the  board  and  rooms 
furnished  by  the  homse,  which,  he 
said,  was  not  decent.  In  consequence 
of  talk  made  he  was  "lied"  out  of  his 
position,  he  said,  as  teacher  of  chair- 
making  because  he  spoke  the  truth. 
He  went  on  the  road  to  get  money  for 
the  institution  and  was  the  only  one 
who  worked  in  its  behalf  who  has  not 
a   place  there. 

He  didn't  think  the  blind  wore  being 
fairly  treated  there,  because  they  were 
afraid    to    complain    fearful    of    being' j 
thrown  out  into  the  world. 

Mrs.    Nichols,    also    blind,    supported  j 
the    statements    of   her   blind    husband  J 
and    detailed    the    miserable    quarters 
the  blind  were  quartered  and  said  the  | 
blind  were  imposed  upon. 

Mr.   Drew,    in   explanation,    said    that 

one    of   the    reasons    why    Mr.    Nichols 

protested     was     because     he     mai 

st    the   orders   and    regn 

tome,   which  he   did   against    their 

wishes,   being  told   that   if  he   married 

st   lf;i\  e  the  home      T' 
had  th  e  of  using  $4.  < 

to  get  rooms  and  board  if  th> 
as  a1    present  the  management  had  no 
dormitory  to  offer  thai 
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COMPARISON 

OF  AMOUNTS 

How  the  Hospitals  Are 
Faring  at  Augusta. 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  talk 
about  economy  in  connection  with. the 
present  administration  of  the  state  of 
Maine  and  efforts  have  been  made  by 
the  house  leader  in  the  legislature, 
and  others,  to  sidetraek  certain  peti- 
tions and  appropriations  in  the  in- 
terest of  so-called  economy.  A  fav- 
orite course  of  the  economists  has 
been  the  cutting-  down  of  appropria- 
tions asked  for  in  connection  with 
public  institutions  of  the  state  and  in 
some  cases  refusing  appropriations 
altogether.  The         question       arises 

whether  or  not  the  people  of  Maine 
believe  in  that  kind  Of  economy  and 
v  ish    to    see    the    course    eonunued. 

Charitable  and  benevolent  institu- 
tions have  been  slashed  heavily  by 
the  present  legislature.  These  are  trie 
Institutions   that      should      be    ti 

illy  if  any  are  to  be  and  a  large 
number  of  supporters  and  workers 
for  such  institutions  through  the 
slate   are   thinking      rather     seriously 

the  course  in  economy  thi 
legislature    is    trying    to      make    them 

A   goodly    nil mbi  r    of  s<  \rere   cuts  in 
asked    Cor    for    institu- 


t  ions 


kind 


>ned, 


caused  a  general 
approval  and  a  demand  Lo  see 
omy  exercised  in  some  other  direc- 
tions. Propositions  have  been  and 
now  are  before  the  legislature  for  the 
establishment  of  various  commissions' 
and  departments  which  will  call  for 
a  large  expenditure  of  money  for 
maintenance  and  some  of  these 
propositions  are  very  uncertain  as  to 
the  amounts  that  may  be  necessity 
to  carry  them  on  if  they  become  law. 
MMMttte  purposes  of  comparison,  in 
tibri  with  tl)<'  benevolent  insti- 
tutions of  the  state  and  the  way  they 
were  used  by  the  last  legislature 
which  was  Republican,  and  the  way 
they  are  being  used  by  the  present 
Democratic  legislature,  some  inter- 
esting figured  are  herewith  submit- 
ted. These  figures  show  the  appro- 
priations made  in  1909  and  the 
amounts  recommfended   this  year: 

Rep.         Dent. 
Legis.        Legis. 


1909 

J  9  1  1 

Me.   Inst,   for    Blind 

$  i  r> .  o  o  o 

.710,000 

Me.  '^NMMMH:,:. 

2  9,5  00 

2  2,000 

Children's       Hospital 

Portland, 

45,000 

15,000 

Maine   Gen.    Hospital, 

Portland, 

2  2,0  00 

9.000 

Cen.    Me.    Gen.    Hospi- 

tal,   Lewiston, 

14,000 

6,500 

Augusta  Gen.  Hospital 

G.000 

4,000 

Childrens     A.id     Socir 

ety,    Belfast, 

4,500 

1,500 

W(  bber         Hospital, 

Biddeford, 

13,000 

3,0,00 

Maine       State       Sana- 

torium, 

•1 7 , 5  0  0 

12,5,00 

Hospital    St.    Agatha 

2.5  00 

5  00 

Knox   Co.    Hospital, 

4.000 

2,500 

St.      Marys     Hospital, 

Lewiston. 

10,000 

7.500 

Lewiston     oi     Auburn 

Childrens    Home, 

1,000 

500 

Trull     Hospital,     Bid- 

deford, 

1,000 

500 

Waldo   Co.    Hospital 

2.500 

1.000 

Maine    Bye     and    Ear 

Infirmary, 

5.00  0 

3,500 

$99,500 
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RTLAND   WOMEN 


Have   Ooportunity  To    Help    Institution 
For  the    Bin 


The  existing  prejudice  among  house- 
keepers against  anyone  who  comes  to 
the  door  with  sor.  -  thing  to  sell  has 
become  so  strong  that  it  seems  neces- 
sary to  make  this  statement  to  all 
who  are  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  in  order 
that  Mr.  William  J.  Ryan,  its  regu- 
larly accredited  solicitor  for  work, 
may  be  able  to  either  see  in  person 
or  get  his  message  to  the  head  of  the 
house. 

To  tell  Mr.  Ryan's  experiences 
would  make  a  very  amusing  story  and 
they  all  tend  to  show  that  humanity 
is  most  generous  and  sympathetic  as' 
a  whole.  His  effort  is  to  tell  the  peo- 
ple in  the  house  that  at  the  institu- 
tion the  finest  work  is  clone  in  making 
and  repairing  matresses,  reseating 
chairs,  revamping  all  kinds  of  furni- 
ture  and   making  all   kinds  of   brooms. 

It  is  his  business  to  solicit  orders 
and  leave  instructions  as  to  how  these 
articles  may  be  gotten  to  the  work- 
shop on  Portland  street  and  he  is 
thoroughly  competent  and  familiar 
with    the    work. 

But  he  is  given  all  sorts  of  things, 
from  luncheons  of  pie  and  doughnuts 
to  good'  advice,  but  rhe  great  bar  to 
his  success  is  the  difficulty  of  reach- 
ing the  woman  of  the  house  that  she 
may   know   his   business. 

If  the  good  women  of  Portland 
wish  to  encourage  the  instituion  in 
its,  effc r t s  to  pro v j d ?  work  for  this 
fflii*^PIIIP^PPiII!#'  work  in  a  manner 
which  places  it  on  a  pjane  with  the 
very  best  in  the  Country  then  they 
will  instruct  their  maids  to  bring 
Mr.  Ryan's  word  to  them  and  if  they 
have  anything  to  do  in  the  ways 
spoken  of  they  will  send  their  work 
to   the   blind. 

Mr.  Knapp,  the  superltnendent,  will 
see  that  everything  is  satisfactory  and 
everyone   can   be  assured    of   good   scr- 

J.    CALVI.v    KNAPP. 
Superintendent. 
WII/LIAM  J.  RYAX, 
General     A  sent. 

305-311    Portland    Street. 
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MAINE  INSTITUTION     . 

BLIND  FOR  THE 
IS  NOW  A  BUSY  PLACE 


The  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind 
on  Portland  street  is  one  of  the  busi- 
est jflaees  in  the  City  on  these  spring 
days.  For  the  past  few  weeks  they 
had  more  work  in  their  different  lira* 
than  ever  before  and  only  by  the 
hardest  kind  of  work  are  they  able  to 
keep  up  their  record  of  getting-  things 
done  on  time. 

A  reporter  of  the  EXPRESS  - 
ADVERTISER  visited  the  school  the 
ather  day  and  saw  the  men  and  worn- 
m  at  work.  The  Superintendent,  J. 
J.  Knapp  found  time  to  show  the  vic- 
tor around  and  tell  him  of  the  work. 
The  lirst  place  which  was  inspected 
,vas  the  mattress  department  on  the 
:op  floor.  This  is  a  large  airy  room 
n  which  about  a  dozen  men  are  mak- 
ng,  and  repairing  matresses  of  ail 
<inds,  from  the  cheapest  grade  to  th3 
£25  ones.  They  are  under  the  charge 
jf  \V.  S.  Lyons  of  Houlton,  himself  a 
jlind  man,  and  they  work  as  skilfully, 
md  almost  as  swiftly,  as  men  who 
.lave  the  full  sight  often  do.        v 

Just  as  the  reporter  came  in,  the 
urew  was  repairing  a  good  quality 
mattress  which  had  been  sent  in  from 
the  residence  of  a  prominent  family  un 
Fligh  street.  First  of  all  the  stitchos 
were  taken  out  of  the  tick  and  the 
hair  deposited  in  a  box.  This  box 
was  taken  down  stairs  in  an  elevator 
to  the  bottom  ttoor,  where  it  was 
dumped  into  a  picking  machine.  1-ka 
machine  picks  and  tears  the  hairs  into 
Huffy,  sweet  and  clean  little  tufts, 
throwing  the  dirt  out  through  a  pipe 
to  the  rubbish  barrel.  The  hair  i.> 
put  through  this  machine  three  times 
before  it  is  judged  perfectly  clean  and 
then  it  is  carried  up  stairs  again,  it 
is  put  in  the  old  tick  and  tacked  in. 
Then,  with  smooth,  even  stitches,  the 
tick  is  stitched  up  again  and  the 
work  is  ready  to  be  returned. 

All  the  ticking  used  here  is  made  by 
one  woman  on  a  sewing  machine  and 
a  large  saving  is  thus  made.  The 
school    has    a    standing    order    from    a 


I 


large  furniture  company  of  this  City 
to  take  all  the  mattresses  that  they 
can  make  and  some  really  creditable 
work  is  turned  out  as  a  result. 

The  upholstering  department  is  also 
on  this  lloor  and  here  about  six  or 
seven  men  are  employed.  They  take 
old  chairs  and  couches  which  are  sent 
in  and  rip  all  the  leather  backs  and 
seats  off  them.  Then  they  are  padded 
with  new  material,  new  seats  and 
cushions  put  in  and  all  made  as  near 
perfect  as  possible.  The  polishing, 
which  is  one  of  the  best  features  oi 
the  work,  is  done  by  these  energetic 
1  men  and  when  the  cnair  comes  from 
them,  it  is  as  glistening  and  new  a.z 
when  first  bought. 

The  guide  next  took  the  reporter 
over  to  the  weaving  machine,  where 
one  woman  makes  rugs  au'the  time. 
This  additional  department  was  in- 
stalled but  recently  it  has  p/oviid  suc- 
cessful from  the  start  and  a  fine  new 
machine  has  been  put  in.  The  wom- 
an in  charge  pushes  a  shuttle  back 
and  forth  the  entire  day,  turning  out, 
on  the  average  about  10  rugs  a  week. 
These  are  mostly  of  the  cottage  de- 
sign and  are  of  a  very  serviceable 
type. 

The  broom  department  has  been  de- 
scribed so  often  in  different  articles 
on  the  blind  that  there  is  really  iu 
need  to  go  into  details  on  the  subject. 
The  men  are  placed  in  front  of  long 
boxes  where  they  sort  the  different 
kinds  of  material.  Then  the  brocm 
is  wound  around  the  stick  with  wire 
to  hold  it  in  place  and  is  thrown  to 
one  .side  to  be  sewed  later.  When 
the  entire  lot  for  the  day  is  ready 
they  are  all  sewed  at  once  and  are 
then  ready  for  the  market.  All  kinds 
of  brooms  are  turned  out  here,  from 
the  common  household  variety  to  the 
huge,  cumbersome  factory  and  stabl- 
brooms.  One  of  the  brooms  made  is 
that  with  a  short  stub  of  a  handle 
which  is  used  by  the  street  cleaners 
employed  by  the  City,  and  a  large 
number  are  made  for  this  purpose. 
The  S.  D.  Warren  &  Co.  paper  mills 
at  Westbrook  are  also  supplied  with 
about  300  brooms  a  month  for  use  in 
the  different  departments  where  s 
strong,  heavy  broom  is  needed.  YVil  - 
liam  Smith  of  Westbrook  is  in  chars ^ 
of  this  department,  and  under  his  di- 
rections,  the  men   get  along  famously. 

The  caning  department  is  situated 
at  the  other  end  of  this  same  room  and 
employs  four  women  and  an  equal 
number  of  men.  All  kinds  of  caning 
and  repairing  is  done  here,  <tnd  more 
orders  are  coming  in  every  day.  IVli\ 
Trask  is  in  change  here  and  he  is  kept 
busy  helping  out  those  who  get  their 
work   temporarily   tied   up. 

These  different  departments  are  now 
paying-  well  .and  the  institution  i» 
nearly    self-supporting.      Last    year    the 
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canning  department  came  out  $600 
ahead  and  the  others  are  nearly  as 
good.  The  building  in  which  the 
men  work  is  large  and  cool  and  oil 
the  hottest  summer  da3's  they  are  just 
as  comfortable  as  in  Winter.  But  one 
thing  which  attracts  the  visitor,  is 
the  air  of  cheerfulness  with  which  the 
men  work.  They  joke  and  jibe  each 
other,  tell  stories  and  whistle  and  al- 
together they  are  about  as  happy  a 
crowd  as  could  be  found  with  sucfi 
great  afflictions  burdening  them.  Thev 
move  about  with  but  little  hesitancy 
and  seem  to  know  their  way  perfectly 
around  the  different  rooms.  There  if 
no  doubt  but  that  the  Maine  School 
for  the  Blind  is  accomplishing  a  great 
work  in  this  State  and  is  well  worthj 
of  all  the  support  which  can  be  given 
it. 


Bostovu,    7V\  xas.,  Cfrlo  oe/ 
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Arbor  Day  in  Maine  is' Observed  by 
the  Pupils  of  the  Portland  Public 
Schools. 

PORTLAND,  Me,  May  19— Arbor  day 
was  observed  here  today  by  the  school 
children  and  more  than  10,000  catalpa 
trees  were  planted. 

Trees  were  planted  at  the  Maine 
school  for  the  blind  in  honor  of  Ex- 
Gov  Frederick  R^bie  and  William  J. 
Ryan,  the  ib#«i(t*rt^?who  first  agitated 
for  the  school  and  who  practically  se- 
cured all  the  state  appropriations  for  it. 
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l  An  entertainment  is  to  be  £iven  It 
Whitehall  next  Monday  evening  by 
rt  A.  Strout.  son  of  Mr.  anrl  Mrs. 
Oonrsre  Strout.  of  Pleasantdale.  and 
Harry    L.      Bill      of      Hartford,      Conn. 

Both  are  totally  blind  and  iflie  enter- 
tainment is  to  be  given  for  jthe  bene- 
fit of  the  Maiq^Institue  for  |the  Blind. 
The  following!.1]  lUum^mmiAmmimmmmm 
Piano  Sc-lo,  Polonaise,  Op.  40  j  . .  Chopin 

Air.    Herbert    A.    Strcmt. 
Banjo   Solos: 

(a)  Prison  Song,  II  Trovaiore) 

►  ...    Verdi 

(b)  Overture    to     William^      Tell, 
(Allegro   Vivacio)    4..    Rossini 

Mr.    Harry  L.   Bill* 
Tenor  Solos: 

(a)  Forgotten    Eugene    Coles 

(b)  Yeoman's  Wedding  £>3ng   .. 
j Tosca 

Mr.    Herbert   A.    St  flout. 
Vocal    Duet,    Oh,      Haste      ^Crimson 
i   Morning     a.     Donizetti 

Messrs.  Strout  and  )  Bill. 
Banjo  Solos: 

(a)  Alice,  Where  Art  THou   ..  Asher 

(b)  Auld   Lang    Syne,   AJaried. 

Mr.   Harry   L.    PS  11. 
Baritone  Solo,  Indian  Lov  g    Song  .. 

\ Munniz 

Mr.    Harry   L.    F3  11. 
Piano  Solo,  Impromptu  in/  D  Flat 

i Strout 

Mr.    Herbert    A.    ftfcrout. 
Vocal      Duet,      Good      Byp\      Annie 

Laurie    '>   Cunningham 

Messrs.   Strout  aril  Bill. 
Banjo    Solo,    Medley      of  }     Southern 

Songs    « 

Mr.   Harry  L.   fBill. 


(a)  Best  of   All    * Moir 

(b)  Japanese    Love    S  r>ng    Moir 

Mr.   Herbert  A.    /Strout. 


Baritone   Solo,  Selected 


Mr.    Harry   L.  (  Bill. 
Banjo    and    Piano      Du  sit,  «  Concert 

March 

Messrs.    Strout    a;nd   Bill. 
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The  annual  meeting  of  the  Maine 
Association  for  the  BUftfiL»  which  is 
now  incorporated  under  the  general 
laws  of  the  State,  will  be  held  at  the 
administration  building  of  the  Maine 
Institution  for  the  Blind  in  Portland, 
at  3.30  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of 
June  1,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  of- 
ficers and  transacting  other  important 
business. 
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Me.  Ass'n  for  Blind,  Portland  * 

The    annual    anwting    of    the      Maine 
Association  for  the  Blind,   which  is  now 
incorporated     under    the    general       laws 
of  the  state,  will  be  held  at  the  admin-  j 
istration   building   of  the  Maine   Institu-  \ 
tion  for  the  Blind  in  Portland,     at  3.30 
on  the  afternoon  of  June  1,  for  the  pur-  j 
pose  of  electing  officers  and  transacting 
other   important   business. 
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J.  Calvin  Knapp  Reelected. 

PORTLAND,  Me,  July  lo-J.  Calvin 
Knapp  of  South  Portland  was  tonight 
reelected  Superintendent  of  the  Maine 
institute  for  the  blind  at  a  meeting  of 
the  directors.  He  Tftro  Ji  eld*"  this  office 
since  the  institute  was  opened  about 
two  years  ago. 
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A  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the 
Main^nAtitute  for  the  Blind  was  held 
ft  ty^  institute  on"»Ato»iW^"evening 
and  ^ms  Vttended  by  Hon.  Morrill  X. 
Di^w,  Hon  Charles  Haskell,  Charles 
M.  Moses,  William  J.  Ryan,  William 
Lynch,  J.  Calvin  Knapp,  Elinor  Max- 
well Knight  and  Harriet  Robie  Barker. 
This  meeting  will  be  the  last  one  un- 
til   September. 
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CARE  FOR  BLIND 


Meeting   of   Maine   Fraternal 
Association. 


PLANS    FOR   RELIEF   MADE 


Officers    Elected — Address    by- 
President. 


Those  men  and  -women,  boys  and 
girls  who  are  blind  and  who  reside  in 
the  State  of  Maine  will  be  cared  for 
as  they  have  never  been  looked  after 
before.  Everything  for  the  afflicted 
that  can  be  done  will  be  done  and 
they  will  be  made  as  useful  citizens  as 
hundreds  who  have  the  gift  of  sight. 

This  was  the  general  sentiment  ex- 
pressed at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Maine-  Fraternal  association  for  the 
Blind  which  was  held  at  the  Preble 
chapel  all  day  yesterday. 

Instructive,  interesting  and  valuable 
was  the  matter  presented  at  this  meet- 
ing, both  in  the  papers  read  and  the 
reports  given.  During  the  morning 
session,  the  reports  of  the  various  of- 
ficers and  committees  were  presented. 
The  secretary,  William  Lynch,  gave  his 
report  for  the  past  year  as  did  the 
members  of  the  committee  on  aid  and 
relief  consisting  of  W.  E.  Trask,  W. 
D.  Smith  and  William  Lynch.  A  re- 
view of  the  work  by  the  exeeutivo 
board  made  up  of  the  directors  was 
also  given.  It  was  announced  that 
five  new  members  had  joined  the  asso- 
ciation so  that  there  are  now  about  1!5 
members. 


At  the  afternoon  session,  the  follow- 
ing officers  were  elected  for  the  com- 
ing year: 

President— P.  D.  Witham  of  Port- 
land. 

Vice  president — W.  D.  Smith  of 
Westbrook. 

Secretary — William  Lynch  of  Port- 
land. 

Treasurer— 'Miss  Carrie  E.  Adams  of 
Portland. 

Directors— Daniel  P.  Anthoine  of 
South  Portland,  Alvin  Wiggin  of  Rock- 
land, W.  E.  Trask  of  Portland  and 
Roland  Beckwith  of  Gardiner. 

The  committee  on  aid  and  relief  an- 
nounced that  it  had  set  aside  the  sum 
of  $50  for  the  relief  of  the  blind  of 
the  State.  This  is  not  to  be  touched 
until  the  sum  of  $1000  had  been 
reached.  Then  the  income  from  this 
will  be  used  in  needy  cases. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  members 
of  the  association  to  begin  an  active 
campaign  on  behalf  'of  the  blind  of 
the  State,  and  the  members  have  re- 
spectfully asked  the  public  to  giva 
what  aid  possible.  It  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  association  to  compile  a 
census  of  all  the  blind  in  the  .State  of 
Maine.  Secretary  Lynch  asks  that 
anyone  who  has  any  information  about 
the  blind  that  will  be  of  value  to  send 
it  to  him  at  84  Deering  avenue. 

The  annual  session  of  the  associ- 
ation concluded  last  evening  in  a  most 
successful    manner.  There    was    an 

entertainment  in  Preble  chapel  when 
an  address  was  given  by  President 
Witham  and  there  were  readings  and 
vocal  and  instrumental  music.  In 
delivering  his  address,  President  With- 
am said  in  part: 

"Eighty  years  ago  the  condition  of 
the  sightless  people  in  the  United 
States  was  indeed  a  most  deplorable 
one.  There  were  no  institutions,  eith- 
er educational  or  industrial.  Dr.  Sam- 
uel Howe  of  Boston  was  fighting  a 
great  battle,  fighting  that  the  blind 
people  of  this  country  might  be  up- 
lifted from  the  life  of  idleness  and 
misery  to  a  useful  and  a  fuller  life. 
Not  only  the  ordinary  people,  but  men 
in  high  places,  senators  and  represen- 
tatives, all  postively  refused  to  be- 
lieve that  those  deprived  of  sight  could 
be  taught  to  do  things.  To  overcome 
this  prejudice,  to  build  up  an  institu- 
tion of  learning,  to  swing  open  the 
doors  of  our   great     universities     and 


musical  conservatories  to  those  with- 
out sight  was  no  small  task  yet  Dr. 
Howe  did  not  falter.  One  of  his  mot- 
toes was  'Obstacles  must  be  overcome.' 
He  fought  the  battle  to  its  close  and 
left  the  field  with  flying-  colors,  the 
winner  of  a  mighty  victory.  Thus 
were  the  first  steps  taken,  Perkins's  in- 
stitution founded  and  New  England 
had  the  first  school  for  the  blind  in 
America. 

"Since  this  time,  there  has  been  a 
great  change  in  the  order  of  things, 
men  and  women  of  power  and  influ- 
ence have  interested  themselves,  asso- 
ciations and  societies  for  helping  the 
blind  have  been  organized,  institutions, 
both  educational  and  industrial,  have 
been  built  until  at  the  present  time  in 
every  civilized  country  through  the 
world,  those  without  sight  have  been 
given  a  chance.  In  the  movement  for 
inr  trial  training,  th  Maine  Frater- 
nal Association  for  the  Blind  has  done 
its  part.  I  need  not  tell  how  we  worked 
to  interest  the  people  of  Maine  in  our 
behalf,  how  for  six  years  we  wrestled 
with  the  Legislature  before  receiving 
our  first  appropriation,  but  at  last  we 
were  successful,  $40,000  was  given  by 
the  State  and  the  Maine  Industrial  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind  was  built  and 
stands  today  telling  to  the  world  of  he 
faithful  way  in  which  the  members  of 
this  association  performed  their  duty 
and  of  their  loyalty  to  the  cause  for 
which  they  labored. 

"While  we  have  accomplished  much 
during  the  eight  years  of  our  exist- 
ence there  is  still  a  great  work  before 
us,  there  are  many  problems  which 
must  be  solved  and  we  as  an  associa- 
tion working  in  the  interest  of  the 
blind  should  assist  in  the  solving. 

First:  Laws  should  be  enacted  for 
the  prevention  of  blindness  in  chil- 
dren; second,  a  workshop  should  be 
established  where  those  who  have 
mastered  the  various  trades  and 
not  wishing  to  enter  into  business  for 
themselves  may  find  employment 
and  receive  pay  for  their  services 
As  a  blind  person  can  only  do  from 
one-half  to  two-thirds  as  much  work 
as  a  sighted  person  in  the  same  length 
of  time,  such  a  workshop  should  pay 
the  highest  wage  possible.  In  con- 
nection with  such  a  workshop,  there 
should  be  a  supply  department, 
where  those  who  ha,ve  gone  out       in 
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the  business  world  for  themselves  may 
purchase  material  of  which  their 
goodpfare  made  at  the  lowest  prices 
rfrfffr  thus  enable  them  to  compete 
successfully  with  their  sighted  com- 
petitors who  have  capital  to  bac&  up 
their  business. 

"It  would  Ap&o  seem  advisable  to 
enter  into  business  for  themselves. 
They  should  be  given  training  that 
they  may  have  absolute  knowledge 
of  the  cost  of  production  and  distrib- 
ution of  their  goods.  These  and  many 
other  problems  must  be  solved,  there- 
fore let  us  put  our  shoulders  to  the 
great  wheel  of  progress  and  do  our 
share  of  the  turnning. 

"Let  us  cry  out  with  one  voice  that 
the  world  does  not  owe  us  a  living, 
but  that  it  does  owe  us  a  right  to 
earn  a  living.  This  right  being  God 
given  belongs  as  much  to  the  blind 
person  as  to  the  sighted.  "When  we 
have  accomplished  all  these  things 
then  will  the  people  of  the  good  old 
Pine  Tree  State  and  the  members  of 
the  Legislature  look  upon  our.  work 
with  pride  and  admiration,  then  will 
they  bless  the  day  when  they  helped 
the  sightless  people  of  Maine  to  help 
themselves." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  evening's 
entertainment,  the. program  for  which 
was  not  long,  the  members  of  the  as- 
sociation enjoyed  a  trolley  ride  about 
the  city  and  then  had  a  delicious 
supper  at  the  Colonial  Grille. 


MS* 


■  I 


;fe^ 


I 


HMB| 

■    1 

■ 

H 

■ 

• 

■  ■ 

*J 


MR*® 


3S5586BC0HM 


««miOBOBaBO00QnQQ 


